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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

From  November,  1936,  to  November,  1937. 
Chairman  : 

Councillor  A.  J.  STANLEY  (Mayor). 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Alderman  R.  B.  Sutton. 


Alderman  H.  Hucker,  J.P. 
Councillor  Airs.  G.  Cresswell,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  A.  Dain. 

Councillor  E.  P.  Drabble. 
Councillor  H.  G.  J.  Fletcher. 


Councillor  M.  J.  Kavanagh. 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  McShane. 
Councillor  A.  W.  Percox. 
Councillor  T.  P.  Riley,  J.P. 
Councillor  S.  Wiggin. 


HEALTH  (MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE) 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 


Councillor  AIrs.  A.  AIcSHANE. 

Vice-Chairman  : 


Councillor  A.  J.  Stanley  (Mayor). 


Alderman  R.  B.  Sutton. 

Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Cresswell,  J.P. 
Councillor  E.  P.  Drabble. 
Councillor  M.  J.  Kavanagh. 


Councillor  A.  W.  Percox. 
Councillor  T.  P.  Riley,  J.P. 
*Mrs.  E.  E.  Clark. 

*Miss  J.  M.  Elliot. 


education  committee. 


Chairman  : 

Alderman  J.  A.  LECK1E,  J.P.,  M.P. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  E.  B.  Stammers. 


Alderman  W.  Millerchip,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  W.  Bonner. 
Councillor  F.  W.  Evans,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  G.  J.  Fletcher. 
Councillor  D.  Jones. 

Councillor  H.  Busill-Jones. 
Councillor  H.  Lines. 

Councillor  C.  S.  Moore. 


Councillor  C.  C.  Poole. 
Councillor  T.  P.  Riley,  J.P. 
*Mrs.  Howard  Keay. 

*Mr.  H.  Lenton  Lester. 
*AIr.  H.  Skeels. 

*Miss  M.  V.  Stafford. 

*Mr.  F.  G.  Thomas. 

*Rev.  Canon  Yeo. 


* 


Co-opted  Members. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  J.  WELTON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

H.  M.  SHANKS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

N.  V.  HEPPLE,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Inspector  : 

L.  C.  ADAM,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Manor  Hospital : 


Medical  Superintendent  .  .  E.  S.  CLAYTON,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.). 
Assistant  Resident  Medical 


Officers 

Consultant  Surgeon 
Consultant  Physician 
Consultant  Surgeon  (Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat) 

Radiologist 
Dental  Surgeon 
Matron 

Steward 


M.  C.  O’MAHONEY,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

C.  F.  LUCAS,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

B.  T.  ROSE,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

T.  L.  HARDY,  M.A.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 

F.  W.  SYDENHAM,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.),  D.P.H. 

G.  E.  DYAS,  B.A.,  M.B.,  D.M.R.E. 

A.  J.  BROWN,  L.D.S. 

MISS  F.  E.  HART  (Died  3/9/37). 

MISS  D.  J.  DUNN  (Appointed  1/12/37). 

D.  M.  MORRIS. 


Dispenser 


D.  GRIFFITHS. 


School  Dentists  : 


D.  A.  PARSONS,  L.D.S. 

N.  L.  COOKSON,  L.D.S. 

M.  G.  HUMPHREY,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  1/10/37). 


Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer  : 
♦+R.  FORREST,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Public  Analyst  : 

++F.  E.  THOMPSON,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

*tC.  A.  STANSBURY. 

Assistant  Inspectors  : 

*|E.  F.  B.  A.  MINER  (Meat  Inspector).  *  S.  J.  T.  WOOD. 

*|G  LEEDER.  *|W.  J.  WOODWARD. 

*tS.  MONKS.  *tl-  THOMAS. 

*JG.  N.  RICHARDS.  *  P.  G.  TREMAIN  (Temporary). 

*  H.  L.  BIRKERT  (Temporary: 
Appointed  5/1/38). 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF— continued. 


Inspector  of  Midwives  : 

I*Mrs.  A.  SAUNDERS,  H.V. 


Health  Visitors  : 


**+Miss  E.  BETTERIDGE. 

%  „  E.  G.  JONES. 

**!  „  M.  JONES. 

**  E.  M.  O’KELLY. 

**I  ”  W.  M.  MILLS  (Appointed  1/9/37). 

*T  „  S.  A.  NOLAN. 

**  „  A.  QUICK. 

x  „  A.  E.  ROGERS. 


Miss  G.  N.  SADLER. 

**!  „  M.  E.  SIDNEY. 

**I  „  E.  M.  SLADER  (Appointed 

1/9/37). 

I  Mrs.  M.  TAYLOR. 

**JMiss  R.  P.  TAYLOR  (Resigned 
19/8/37). 

I  „  E.  WIDDOWSON. 


Mrs.  M.  EVANS. 


School  Nurses  : 

Miss  F.  SAUNDERS. 


School  Dental  Nurse  : 

Miss  B.  L.  BENNETT. 


Municipal  Midwives  : 


IE.  ENSOR. 

IM.  GAVAN. 

+  E.  GIBBS. 

ID.  M.  E.  HILL. 

I  A.  M.  KIRK. 

IE.  MARKLAND 


;  H.  A.  PARSONS. 
IC.  PEARCE. 

IM.  M.  RILEY. 
IE.  M.  SMITH. 
IM.  TUITE. 


(Appointed  1/7/37.) 


Goscote  Isolation  Hospital  and  Goscote  Sanatorium  : 

I  Matron  :  Miss  M.  J.  BIRD,  S.R.N. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital  : 

IMatron  :  Miss  E.  WILKINSON,  S.R.N. 


Pelsall  Sanatorium  : 

Matron  :  Miss  E.  A.  BRADSHAW,  R.R.C.,  S.R.N. 


Secretary  Dispenser  : 

Miss  G.  COTTERELL. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Vaccination  Officer  : 

P.  SHOESMITH. 


Clerical  Staff : 


N.  AULIFFE. 

F.  WEBB. 

B.  SMITH. 

C.  RILEY. 

R.  FRANKHAM  (Resigned  14/6/37). 
R.  C.  GREEN. 

F.  G.  S.  HILL. 

J.  E.  SMITH. 


V.  J.  STAN1FORTH  (Appointed 
12/7/37). 

Miss  F.  M.  COOPER. 

„  C.  M.  TAYLOR. 

„  K.  M.  LUNN. 

„  I.  D.  K1NSON  (Appointed 
19/4/37). 

„  I.  L.  SEYMOUR  (Manor  Hospital). 


++  The  V.D.  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Analyst  are  part-time  Officers. 
*  Certificate  as  Sanitary  Inspector, 
f  Certificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

I  Certified  Midwife. 

**  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1937. 

The  population,  as  revealed  by  the  Census  of  1931,  was  103,059  : 
the  estimated  population  as  at  June  30th,  1937,  being  106,800. 

The  1937  death  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  previous 
year,  being  12.01  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  11.89  in  1936. 
This  rate  compares  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  12.4,  and  with  the  great  towns,  12.5. 

The  birth  rate  again  shows  a  slight  decrease,  being  17.90  per  1,000, 
as  against  18.50  in  1936,  and  an  average  of  18.2  during  the  past  five 
years.  The  birth  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  14.9,  and  that  of  the 
great  towns,  14.9. 

For  some  years  the  infantile  mortality  rate  has  shown  a  satisfactory 
and  progressive  decline.  For  the  year  under  review  the  rate  was 
57.01,  as  compared  with  61.48  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  lowest 
rate  yet  recorded  in  Walsall,  being  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  (58),  and  for  the  great  towns  (62). 


8 


The  summer  of  1937  was  a  healthy  one  for  infants,  there  were  no 
prolonged  dry  spells,  and  those  infantile  ailments  which  one  usually 
associates  with  a  “heat  wave,”  or  a  prolonged  period  of  hot,  dry  and 
dusty  weather,  were  not  prevalent. 

The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  remains  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year,  being  0.78  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  0.63 
in  1935.  The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.92,  as 
against  0.82  in  1936,  and  0.75  in  1935. 

175  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  85 
in  1936,  and  81  in  1935,  and  there  were  10  deaths,  as  compared  with 
2  in  the  previous  year.  The  type  of  diphtheria  now  prevalent  in  the 
surrounding  district  is  undoubtedly  increasing  in  severity.  442  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  as  against  517  in  the  previous  year.  The 
disease  was  of  mild  type,  but  there  were  three  deaths,  two  of  these 
being  due  to  intercurrent  disease.  83  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  from  the  schools,  and  there  were  eight  deaths  from  this  cause. 

During  the  year  950  houses  were  represented  as  unfit,  890  in 
clearance  areas,  36  as  “individual  unfits,”  and  24  as  parts  of  buildings 
for  closing.  487  unfit  houses  were  actually  closed,  and  341  houses 
demolished,  2,367  persons  being  displaced. 

A  great  effort  was  made  to  deal  with  as  many  unfit  houses  as  possible 
during  the  year,  and  the  large  number  of  950  was  represented.  Our 
efforts  to  speed  up  our  programme  were  largely  frustrated  by  the  long 
interval  which  elapsed  after  the  date  of  representation,  the  declaration 
of  clearance  areas  and  the  holding  of  the  public  enquiry  by  the  Minister 
of'  Health.  Official  representations  of  certain  areas  were  made  in 
January  and  March,  1937,  the  public  enquiry  as  to  the  confirmation  or 
otherwise  of  these  areas  was  held  by  an  inspector  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  September  and  October,  1937,  but  the  confirmation  of  the 
various  orders  was  not  received  until  May,  1938. 

The  result  of  the  delay  was  that,  during  the  early  months  of  1938, 
there  were  available  a  large  number  of  houses  built  specifically  for 
slum  clearance  purposes,  for  which  there  were  no  families  available. 
The  families  were  there  awaiting  rehousing,  but  as  the  various  clearance 
orders  had  not  been  confirmed,  they  could  not  be  rehoused. 
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Up  to  the  end  of  1937,  2,761  houses  have  been  represented  since 
the  date  of  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  and  7,691  persons 
have  been  displaced  from  unhealthy  houses. 

The  “appointed”  day  after  which  date  the  creation  of  overcrowding 
will  be  an  offence,  was  fixed  as  1st  January,  1938.  Before  that  date  all 
applications  from  landlords  and  house  agents  for  information  as  to 
the  permitted  number  of  persons  in  respect  of  each  house  under  their 
control  had  been  dealt  with. 

408  known  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year,  the 
number  of  overcrowded  families  at  the  appointed  day  was  693,  but 
this  does  not  represent  the  total  in  existence,  as  we  have  no  reliable 
information  as  to  the  amount  of  overcrowding  which  has  arisen  during 
the  period  between  the  original  survey  in  1936  and  the  appointed  day. 

We  are  frequently  asked  how  the  vital  statistics  of  the  present  day 
compare  with  those  of  past  generations.  1877  is  the  earliest  year  for 
which  any  records  exist  in  this  office,  and  as  a  matter  of  interest, 
comparative  figures  of  the  main  vital  statistics  are  given  not  only  for 
1877  but  for  each  tenth  year  afterwards. 

Compared  with  1877,  it  will  be  noted  that  although  the  population 
of  the  Borough  has  nearly  doubled  itself  in  the  sixty  years,  the  number 
of  deaths  is  practically  the  same,  but  the  number  of  births  is  very  much 
less,  the  birth  rate  having  fallen  from  45  to  approximately  18  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  number  of  infant  deaths  is  less  than  one-third 
of  what  it  was  in  1877,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  having  dropped  from 
153  to  57  per  1,000  births. 


Vital  Statistics  during  the  past  60  years. 

1877—1937. 


Year 

1877 

1887 

1897 

1907 

1917 

1927 

1937 

Population 

55,000 

66,371 

80,000 

96,000 

j  87,957 

1  98,047 

102,000 

106,800 

Births 

2,477 

2,408 

2,751 

2,857 

2,149 

2,125 

1,912 

Deaths 

1,123 

1,198 

1,666 

1,454 

1,398 

1,300 

1,283 

Birth  Rate 

45 

36 

34 

29 

21.94 

20.83 

17.90 

Death  Rate  .  . 

20 

18 

20 

15 

15.89 

12.74 

12.01 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

153 

158 

199 

151 

110.59 

96 

57 

No.  of  Infant 

Deaths  .  . 

381 

382 

550 

432 

237 

205 

109 
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The  year  with  which  this  report  deals  has  been  an  exceptionally 
arduous  one.  Each  year  new  duties  are  placed  upon  the  officers  of  the 
department,  new  duties  which  we  are  expected  to  take  in  our  stride. 
Slum  clearance  has  occupied  a  considerable  amount  of  our  time,  and  it 
must  be  remembered  that  our  work  does  not  finish  with  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  unfit  houses  and  the  holding  of  public  enquiries  into  declared 
clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders ;  we  are  very  closely  concerned 
with  the  rehousing  of  families  from  those  unfit  houses,  and  there  are 
innumerable  enquiries  to  be  made  and  answered. 

The  responsibilities  imposed  upon  your  medical  officer  under  the 
Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  are  considerable.  A  great  deal  of  time 
has  had  to  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  preliminary  details,  and  most 
of  this  work  has  had  to  be  done  after  office  hours,  there  being  little 
time  during  the  normal  day  for  additional  work  of  this  nature. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  am 
grateful  for  their  kindly  encouragement  and  support  at  all  times  during 
the  year.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  I  also  desire  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  generous  help  during  a 
strenuous  year.  The  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded  with  the 
utmost  smoothness  throughout  the  year  and  much  good  work  has 
been  accomplished. 


I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.E 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1938. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS, 


1.  General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (At  Census  1931) . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  j  At 
Number  of  Families  .  .  •  •  p  1 931  Census 

Population  1937  (estimated)  . 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  in  1937 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1937 
Number  of  Persons  per  House 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
Population  per  Acre 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


8,780 

103,059 

23,311 

24,953 

106,800 

1,137 

27,151 

3.93 

£526,781 

£2,025 

12.2 


M.  941 — F.  921— Total  1,862 
M.  19— F.  31— Total  50 


Number  of  j  Legitimate 

Births  1  Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Number  of  Deaths  (M.  662,  F.  621)  .  . 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Standardised  Death  Rate  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  '  V  , 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 
From  other  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births.  . 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  .  . 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ..  ..  .. 

Infant  Mortality  (legitimate  infants)  per  1 ,000  births 
Do.  (illegitimate  infants)  do. 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  Population,  from— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  •  •  •  • 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Cancer  .  .  •  •  •  •  '  '  *  ’  ‘ ' 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric 

Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup) 


Total 
1,912 
17.90 
Total  1,283 
12.01 
13.45 


4 

4 

4.04 

109 

57.01 

58.00 

20.00 

0.78 

0.92 

1.69 

1.39 


0.31 
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Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 


2  years  of  age,  per  1,000  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  7.32 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  12. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


Coroner’s  Inquests. 

157  inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  (93  males 
and  64  females). 


Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  .  .  .  .  95 

Summary  of  Inquests.  M.  F. 

Death  by  Murder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  1 

,,  Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9  12 

,,  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide 

,,  Self-induced  Abortion  .  .  .  .  —  1 

,,  Excessive  Drinking  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

,,  Want  of  Attention  at  Birth  .  .  .  .  1 

Accident  or  Misadventure  .  .  .  .  .  .  37  28 

Death  from  Natural  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  43  20 

Stillborn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  1 

Open  Verdicts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  1 

Inquests  adjourned 


93  64 


Inquests  on  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed 
(accidental) 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children  .  .  2  1 

Births. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
was  1,992,  of  which  1,001  were  males  and  991  were  females.  These 
are  the  crude  figures,  and  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  births  to  non¬ 
residents  occurring  in  Walsall,  and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the 
latter  were  temporarily  staying  in  some  other  town. 

The  correct  figures  are  :  Males  960,  Females  952;  giving  a  new  total 
of  1,912,  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  17.90  per  1,000.  Of  this  number 
^0  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  57  during  1936. 

The  average  Birth  Rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  18.2. 
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Stillbirths. 

The  following  stillbirths,  corrected  figures,  are  allocated  to  the 
Borough  : 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Females  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Total  .  .  66 

Of  this  number,  1  female  was  illegitimate. 

The  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  is  33.4. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  1,345,  giving  a 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  12.59  (an  increase  on  the  previous 
year,  when  we  had  1,305  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  12.27).  If  we  exclude 
the  number  of  persons  (120)  dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to 
other  districts,  and  include  (58)  those  belonging  to  the  Borough 
dying  beyond  the  Borough,  we  have  a  correct  number  of  1,283, 
giving  a  death  rate  of  12.01.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  fi\e 
years  is  11.66. 

In  order  that  the  local  death  rate  may  be  compared  with  death 
rates  of  other  towns  and  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  Registrar-General 
has  supplied  an  adjusting  factor  (1.12)  by  which  the  crude  death  rate 
may  be  converted  to  one  comparable  with  mortality  statistics  of  othet 
areas. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  for  Walsall  for  the  year  1937  is  13.45  pet 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages,  of  residents  belonging 
to  the  Borough  : 


At 

all 

Ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 

under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 

under 

45 

45  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
under 

75 

75 

and 

upwards 

1283 

109 

27 

34 

34 

49 

112 

343 

326 

249 

Vaccinations. 

The  total  number  of  successful  Vaccinations  carried  out  during 
1937  was  233.  Number  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious 
objection  made  during  the  same  period  was  1,504. 
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16.  Heart  Disease 
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36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
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Totals 

For  particulars  of  cases  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals,  see  Table  VIII. 
*  These  deaths  do  not  necessarily  refer  to  the  cases  notified. 


Table  IV  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH— WHOLE  DISTRICT 


20 


1 

i 

l 

<o 

1 

CN 

1 

CN 

1 

C\ 

9X>UipjUy) 

1 

1 

I 

CN 

- 

co 

1 

I 

l 

CN 

r-H 

CS 

>p3Id 

1 

1 

1 

CN 

I 

t-h 

l 

t-h 

co 

CO 

T— H 

ggpug 

T“H 

1 

1 

1 

SO 

1 

I 

- 

1 

cO 

CN 

T-H 

<D 

W) 

cs 

d3°PPM 

i 

1 

i 

T-H 

J 

1 

- 

1 

t-H 

- 

uo 

uowaqjB]^ 

1 

CN 

1 

CN 

co 

<o 

T-H 

1 

1 

CN 

t-h 

t-h 

<4-1 

0 

u 

Cl 

<D 

to 

<D 

C 

0 

SIUH3J!9 

T-H 

1 

1 

T-H 

T— H 

CN 

- 

t-h 

T-h 

so 

T-h 

LT/ 

T-H 

i> 

OS 

uapjBjg 

1 

T“H 

1 

CN 

- 

1 

T-H 

1 

1 

CN 

CN 

Cs 

rH 

Pi 

ajouiBag 

1 

CN 

1 

1 

LO 

co 

T-h 

T-H 

1 

cO 

1 

IT) 

t-h 

< 

W 

<u 

T3 

tpiAvxojg 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t-h 

Tt" 

T-h 

1 

1 

1 

t-h 

P* 

W 

H 

O 

2 

2 

P 

3 

tn 

<u 

W) 

Cl 

C/3 

sqiuoui  ii 
jspun  6 

CN 

cO 

1 

t-H 

1 

l 

1 

T-H 

,  1 

CO 

t-h 

sqiuoiu  5 
jgpun  9 

T— < 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

CN 

T-h 

t-h 

1 

cO 

1 

o 

T-H 

P 

O 

4-1 

C3 

sqiuouu  9 
jgpun  09  £ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t-h 

1 

00 

CN 

LT, 

T-H 

p 

Q 

t> 

■M 

C/3 

<W 

cc 

p 

sqjuoui  £ 
jgpun  7$  | 

1 

1 

1 

SO 

CN 

so 

1 

t-h 

t-h 

SO 

1 

CN 

CN 

P* 

H 

H- * 

P 

<1 

H 

0 

§ 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1 

1 

1 

T-H 

T-H 

CN 

o 

T-H 

SO 

i 

CN 

1 

oo 

00 

o- 

U 

T3 

<u 

Sq99AY  f7-£ 

1 

1 

1 

- 

T-H 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

<o 

C3 

+-> 

C/3 

c 

Sq99AV  £-1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CN 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

H 

Z 

c 

0 

<£< 

C/3 

45 

c« 

<u 

Sq99A\  1-1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

co 

t-h 

t-h 

1 

H 

1 

1 

sC 

< 

b 

Z 

q99AV  J 
.39pU|q 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r- 

T— • 

r- 

CN 

1 

t-h 

1 

00 

LO 

cO 

>— i 

Q 

+-> 

4> 

JB3A  3U*Q 
jopun 

sq^OQ  pqo x 

cO 

LO 

1 

CN 

t-h 

CO 

CN 

00 

t-h 

O' 

co 

T-H 

CN 

CO 

t-h 

Cs 

O 

z 

Causes  of  Death 

Measles  .  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  Common  Infectious 
Diseases 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  . 

Premature  Birth . 

Congenital  Defects,  Atelectasis, 
Malformations 

Congenital  Debility,  Sclerema 
and  Icterus 

Tubercular  Diseases 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

21 


<u 

JD 

cs 

H 


c d 
Pi 
< 
w 

CD 

p 

o 

I— < 
> 
w 

PU 

Q 

£ 

P  £ 

o  S 

0  % 

p  5 

o  2 

PQ  g 

>H  Q 
H 
2 
P 
O 
u 

p 
p 

< 

CD 

P 

«J 


H 

U 

2 

H 

CD 


w 

p 

o 

X 

& 

p 

o 

CD 

u 

>— II 

H 

CD 

I—! 

H 

H 

CD 

P 

H 


w 

as 

H 

O 

H 

O 

£ 

HH 

0 

£ 

o 

P 

W 


H 

0 

IV 

Bi 

H 


PQ  co 

JO 

H 

<1 

W 

Q 

H 

£h 

w 

2 


<u 

po 

< 

4-> 

< 


Uv 

o 

Vl 

C3 

<u 

<u 
PC 


Vi 

<U 

"0 

G 

D 


<u 

4-J 

<3 

pp 


T-IOOrHTtO 
C\  lO  lO  f~~-  rH 


<N 


<N 

m 


T-H  VO  (N  G 
(N  G  (N  OO 


'f~*  CO  T - 1  CN1  l/~;  vv  r—4  T“<  (N  O  t— I  T - 1 


o 

c4 


CJ 

JO 


p 

2 


o-o 

oo  «  t: 

T-i  2  j-q 


C/3 

_c 

4-> 

Ctf 

<u 

Q 

<P 

2 

p 

PL) 

P-< 

CD 

a 

CS 

P 


r  a 

-S  o  P 

g  u  £ 
>r  <u  'PT 

Q  SQ 


CCS 


too  O 

<D  -G 

°P  - 

H  c 


<u 

JO 

B 

p 

2 


c/3  "0 

£  <u  .. 

C  Vi  P> 

u_  jy  -*y  oj  .c 
o  o  o  ^  ^ 


G  . 


<U 

& 


C/3 

pc- 

<u 


G  • 


y 
‘  v 

V 

C/3 

Q 


c/3  ~0 
Vi  <LJ 

I  c  Vi  <u 
C4_I  C  S  <U  JO 
O  O  no  £  - 

w  ‘5o.S 


<u 


<U 


^OOONctMXiinhhOiPl 

OPhOc-ivi-i>C'00iOC"O 

NCOTHCOMlOrHrHvMrHVIM 


GCccCt^h-LOO^SNC'O'h-OO 
o.r!ir:t9ooh«)co®cn't 
oo  to  cb  '■o  c4  o*  on  rn  <n  oo  oo’  P  P 
h-rHOOCNCAO^Oh-h-a'OcO'O 


'tOCU3h00NCcC0hvinv 

CO'OOOOOOCi'tiO-cf'OmcON 

^ — *  CCJ  r— '  CNJ  t — i  |H  r — l  r — i  t-h  i — i  t — i  t— i 


CN'Ori'tOcOHC'CfCC'tfCVC) 

iPihhOOMncoiri'Ohhco 


rn 

oo 

CN 


o 

p 

m 


CTs 

o 


00 

m 


OfCXNrHOOCOO^CNMcOiOfO 

t^cOC'OOCNr.^NrHv(N(NO 


(U 

Vi 

rt 

Pd 


OJ 

JO 

£ 

p 

2 


C/3 

X 

H 

k; 

V 

CQ 


H 

H 

w 

2 


u 

4— » 

p 


V 

u 

GD 

s 

p 

2 


jaqiunjsj 

p9}D3.TJODUQ 


G 

o  T3 

♦  I 


03 

3 

a 

o 

p 


ccj 

e 


JJ 

'G 

GD 


jG 

u 

03 

(U 

Uh 

o 


V 

CCS 

<u 


Pi 

c 

w 

2 


V  C<^.  r— l  i— I 
O  T(-  CO  CO 


oo-^-mcNcnmcNcNr- 

o-c— ir^-ooo'O'c^-r-cN 


<N  Tt  vNNif) 


(N  oq 


<N 


or^-mr^-ovo'oooc— I'ocNm 
NMOhvvhO\OfC)CctO 

(Nt0rH(NMiOTHMM(O(N(N(O 


THCOCcccShhcOitirihwC 
rcjoqooMMmnvoooGMO 
o  oi  th  d  d  p  o’  d  c\V  oc  oo  a 

cq  ro  cnj  cq  cq  t— h  cq  v  v  v^  t — <  t — i  ^ — i 


'Oh-'cJ-iOTHCNOOctU'jfOCN^-OO 

LnmmcNmr--LnrnooooovD 

OMwOCMOOOOOCcO^ 

(NiNcqiMiNTHMcqMvHvcqrH 


looocc'tooooioc-nomrqcch- 
h  ct  t  ct  cj- o  o  h  tn  n  to  (ci  oc 
ocqr- i-c-hoot— ioocacnogn 
(NcqiNiNcqrqcqcqcqcHvMrH 


ooooooooooooo 

ooooooooooooo 

iriocHO(NwoN^r'Ooct 

r\  rs  *\  rs  r\  r>.  r\  e\  r\  rs  r\  r\  t\ 

cH(MNcqoooctctininco'o 

ooooooooooooo 


'cJ-inc0tv-00C'OrH(N(O,tiO'O 
oqcqcsicNCNoqrnmromcnmm 
0^  G^c  Gn  G''  iG3  G‘  Gc  <Gv  G'i  G^  GN  G3  G3 


o 

<N 


Gc 

m 

r4 


m 

m 


o 

G^ 


(N 

T“l 

Gc 


CN 

Gc 

G 


O 

O 

00 

#s 

O 

o 


r- 

m 

G 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  1  f  At 

(exclusive  of  area  .  .  8,780  Total  Population  at  all  ages  .  .  103,059  <j  Census 

covered  by  water)  J  I  of  1931 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 


22 


bO 

.s 

T3 

JG 

U 

a 


g  ^ 

O  S 
H  2 


C<3 

<U 


r- 


?- 

3 

T3 


o3 

VH 

<U 

a 

<u 

O 

i 

V-l 

c<3 

u 

4-> 

<Z> 

•hh 

bJO 

<u 

pd 

<u 

ZG 


u 
cl 
a> 

!* 

OJ 

43 

'M  >-> 

*"  T3 

<u 

zg 

C/D 


u 

c/a 

o 

G 

O 

LO 

*  H 

4-> 

CM 

c3 

'rH 

G 

rs 

C/D 

CU 

<u 

o 

13 

K 

a. 

CO 

G 

CO 

T3 

G 

C 

<u 

<34 

o 

G3 

<u 

G 

ZG 

ci 

4-> 

Tjo 

c 

G 

0 

W 

T3 

<u 

ZG 

4—1 

■M 

C<3 

•  ■»— ( 

t 

£ 

G 

U 

T3 

i’H 

03 

<U 

Z 

U 

03  C 
&  8 
§ 

U  o 
J2  cs 

C3  ri 


c/d 

<L> 

4-> 

03 

V- 


<J 


< 
co  (u 
P-1  Z3 
<  ^ 

^  a 


>— 1 

0 

/V 

H 

u 

Z 

H 

JJ 

W 

rv 

”c3 

r/D 

c 

w 

G 

H 

co 

<d 

p£ 

1 

oo 

3j- 

s 

d1 < 

H 

r\ 

C 

g" 

w 

o 

Q 

G3 

G 

a 

O 

KH 

p-1 

£ 

O 

ffi 

CO 

W 

d 

PP 

H 

o 

o 

o 


pC 

w 

CP 

w 

H 

<1 


Q 

2 

<1 

W 

!> 

d 


C/l 

I 

H 

ai 

5 

Z 

i-l 

I— 1 

H 

CO 


t/j 

X 

H 

Z 

£Q 

w 

> 

d 


Z 

C 


Z 

G 

&. 

O 

Oh 

O 

O 

O 


o£ 

W 

Ch 

Z 

H 

C 

pP 

X 

H 

<c 

W 

Q 

Z 

z 

z 

< 


.  cc  C 

Vn  *_1  Q 

jj  O  u 
CCH 


<u 


c<s 


o  G 

o  Dh 

pp  o  o 
G'Pc 


CO 

<N 

| 

O 

[BUJ3}Bjy 

co’ 

"T 

jbsA  J  J3pun 

GO 

LO 

o 

r- 

St|JE3a  [B}OX 

LT, 

so 

LO 

VP 

LO 

(SJB3A  £  J3pun) 

00 

GN 

CM 

o 

CM 

spuajuoj 

un 

rd 

co’ 

CM 

pUB  B30C{JJBIQ 

d 

lO 

CM 

T— < 

r- 

aDuajoi/^ 

IT) 

LO 

v0 

o' 

o’ 

d 

o’ 

o' 

LO 

CT\ 

CM 

00 

CA 

BZU3a[JUJ 

CO 

CO 

^T  ! 

o’ 

° 

o’ 

o 

o’ 

Buaqjqdyj 

r- 

o 

00 

o 

LO 

LO 

o 

as 

o 

o* 

° 

o’ 

o 

q§no3 

Suidooq^ 

o 

o’ 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

f" 

o 

d 

T-H 

cO 

.T3A3q  joyjBoq 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o’ 

o’ 

d 

o' 

<N 

CO 

CM 

r-H 

S9|SB3JAJ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o’ 

o’ 

o’ 

o’ 

d 

xod-[jBai§ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

r-H 

o 

o 

-T3A3q  0I.T3JUZy 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1 

o’ 

o’ 

o’ 

o 

LO 

as 

cO 

o 

sasnB^  py 

cd 

r—H 

cd 

T— “ 1 

CM 

T— * 

CM 

T— < 

(N 

CM 

sw9  ups 

■o 

VP 

VO 

iO 

vD 

o’ 

o’ 

d 

° 

o’ 

C\ 

a\ 

CO 

m 

as 

sqwig  3Aig 

LO 

co' 

r" 

T— < 

T— ' 

c 

C/D 

. 

* 

|s 

a°^ 

C 

^0 

* 

* 

d 

~S 

3  . 

50 

CP  . 

. 

50.  S 

G  -0 

0 

pH 

C/D 

G  U 

T3  K 

c 

c  u 

u 

CO 

W 

Z 

•— <  C/D 

c 
^  o 

C/D 

u 

C/D 

<| 

c  ti 

G  ' 

^  o 

Q 

|| 

h°. 

2 

o 

< 

pp 

VH  LO 

d 

Q 

Z 

C 

cci  c n 

CJ  3 
^  a) 

O  C 

<U  1 

13  o 

£  S 

O 

c 

0 

d 

< 

co 

t— ] 

aj 

CO  H 

d 

0 

LO  ^2 

LO 

00  <N 

c 

< 

A 

w 

CM 

T” < 

r— i 

U 

d 

£ 

23 


hospitals,  clinics,  nursing  arrangements 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,  Etc.  * 

Hospitals. 

1.  Walsall  General  Hospital  A  voluntary  Institution  (174  beds). 

2.  Manor  Hospital — Health  Committee  (303  beds). 

3.  Goscote  Eolation  Hospital-Health  Committee  (60  beds-Infectious 

Diseases)  (22  beds — Tuberculosis). 

4.  Sneyd 1  Lane  Isolation  Hospital  (Smallpox)-Health  Committee 

(12  beds). 

5.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital-Maternity  and  Child 

welfare  Committee  (10  beds). 

6.  Pelsall  Sanatorium  (Tuberculosis)— Health  Committee  (37  beds). 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospttal 

Birmingham,  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  our  eases  of  surgical  tuber¬ 
culosis,  nine  beds  being  reserved  at  The  Woodlands,  additional  beds 
being  provided  as  required. 


Maternity.— Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  requiring  hospital  treat 
ment  are  admitted  to  the  Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 

Children. — Nil. 


Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District.— In  certain  circumstances 
unmarried  mothers  are  admitted  to  the  Legge  Memorial  Home’ 
Wolverhampton.  The  arrangements  for  illegitimate  homeless  children 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

{a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  two  motor  ambulances  have  been 
provided.  Both  are  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(£)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  two  motor  ambulances 
are  kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 
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School  Clinics. 

Three  School  Clinics  are  provided— at  Bradford  Street,  Littleton 

Street,  and  at  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

Bradford  Street.  Doctors’  days — Monday  and  Wednesday  morning; 

nurse  in  attendance  each  morning,  and  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Littleton  Street.  Doctors’  days — Tuesday  and  Friday  morning; 

nurse  in  attendance  each  morning  and  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Field  Road.  Doctors’  days — Friday  afternoon;  nurse  in  attend¬ 

ance  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoon. 

The  Central  Dental  Clinic  and  the  Eve  Clinic  are  held  at  Bradford 

j 

Street;  there  is  a  Dental  Clinic  for  the  northern  end  of  the  Borough  at 

Field  Road,  and  a  new  Dental  Clinic  was  opened  at  the  Littleton  Street 

School  Clinic  on  20th  December,  1937. 


Rheumatic  Clinic 


Littleton  Street. 

Saturday, 

J  ' 

10  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Massage  Clinic. 

Daily, 

J  J 

9  a.m. — 1  p.m. 

2  p.m. — 5  p.m. 

Dressings  Clinic. 

Wednesdav, 

J  J 

9  a.m. — 1  p.m. 

2  p.m.— 5  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Pool  Street. 

Monday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

% 

Friday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Field  Road. 

Tuesday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Thursday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Friday, 

10.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Ida  Road. 

Monday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Littleton  Street. 

Wednesday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Friday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Milton  Street. 

Tuesday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Thursday, 

2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Monday,  10  a.m.  Tuesday,  6—8  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  a.m. 

Friday,  10  a.m. 

Wednesday,  10  a.m.  Friday,  6—8  p.m. 

A  Medical  Officer  attends  all  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  and  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 

Toddlers’  Clinics 

Toddlers’  Clinics  are  held  at  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
on  Saturday  mornings. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  4  Hatherton  Road 

Open  each  day  10  a.m.— 1  p.m.;  2.15—5.30  p.m. 

Medical  Clinics,  Monday  afternoon,  Wednesday  morning,  Thursday 
evening  (1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  6.30—8  p.m.),  Friday  morning. 

V.D.  Clinic,  Walsall  General  Hospital 

Open  lor  Males,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  7.30  to  9  p.m. 

Open  for  Females,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  4.30  to  6  p.m. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  .  .  Tuesday,  10  a.m.— 5  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  a.m. — 5  p.m. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

(a)  General— Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

VIidvives.  Fifty-four  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in 
the  District  during  1937.  Five  of  these  were  employed  by 
the  Public  Authority  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Hospital,  and  fifteen  at  the  Manor  Hospital.  Eleven 
Midwives  were  employed  by  the  Council  on  the  external 
midwifery  service. 

Laboratory  Work 

During  the  year,  667  specimens  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
ubercle  Bacilli,  and  2,160  swabs  for  the  presence  of  B.  Diphtheria  were 
xamined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Hatherton  Road- 


Pool  Street. 
Ida  Road. 
Milton  Street. 
Field  Road. 
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All  other  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Birmingham  University. 

Chemical  Work 

All  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  for 
particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  reference  should  be  made 
to  his  report  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT 

Under  this  Act  all  employees  have  to  pass  a  medical  examination 
before  being  taken  on  the  permanent  staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Referee  for  the 
Corporation. 

During  the  year  166  persons  were  examined  prior  to  their  appoint¬ 
ment.,  and  were  passed  as  satisfactory  lives. 

OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  employees  were  examined  on  behalf 
of  the  Transport  Committee  as  to  their  fitness  to  act  as  ’Bus  Drivers  or 
Conductors,  this  being  a  considerable  increase  on  the  numbers  examined 
in  previous  years. 


CARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

There  are  157  blind  persons  on  the  register  of  the  Blind  for  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall.  Of  that  number,  eight  are  school  children 
under  the  age  of  16,  all  of  whom  are  in  special  schools.  Eleven  adults 
are  in  various  institutions,  and  105  persons  are  unemployable;  of  the 
others,  23  are  employed  in  the  workshops,  three  are  in  training,  five 
are  employed  as  homeworkers,  and  two  are  on  the  staff  of  the  institution. 

Certain  of  the  arrangements  for  looking  after  the  interests  of  the : 
blind  persons  are  carried  out  by  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee, 
or  on  their  behalf  by  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for 
the  Blind,  and  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Twenty-three  of  our  Walsall  Blind  are  employed  in  the  new  work¬ 
shops,  situated  in  Hatherton  Road,  which  were  opened  in  1935.  There, 
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work  can  be  carried  out  under  ideal  conditions,  the  new  workrooms 
being  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted,  presenting  a  striking  contrast 
with  the  old,  unhealthy  workshops  so  long  occupied  by  the  blind. 
The  new  workshops  are  administered  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting 
of  representatives  appointed  by  the  Borough  Council,  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  and  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Blind 
Society; 

Home  workers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  During  1937  there  were  two  home  teachers,  who  looked 
after  all  blind  persons  in  both  the  Walsall  and  Wednesbury  areas. 

UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND 

The  Town  Council  augment  the  income  of  each  of  82  unemployable 
:  persons  in  the  Borough  who  are  of  full  age  to  22s.  6d.  per  week. 
The  Home  Visitors  have  been  instructed  when  distributing  this  grant 
to  enquire  if  they  are  as  reasonably  comfortable  as  possible,  and  if 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory  to  report  the  same  to  the  local  Blind 
Society  and  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee  to  prevent  any  further  cases  of 
unemployable  blind  finding  it  requisite  to  have  out-door  poor  relief, 
as  it  is  undesirable  to  add  to  their  distress  by  the  so-called  stigma  of 
pauperism. 


CHILDREN 

An  innovation  is  the  week’s  holiday  at  the  sea  in  August  for  all 
blind  children  in  the  Borough  of  school  age.  This  is  provided  and 
i  supervised  by  the  local  Blind  Society. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  again  experienced  a  busy  year,  651  cases 
having  been  admitted  as  compared  with  569  admissions  during  the 
previous  year.  We  now  have  60  beds  for  infectious  diseases  cases; 
the  total  number  of  patient  days  was  17,936,  representing  the  high 
daily  average  of  51  beds  occupied.  The  average  duration  of  stay  of 
all  patients  who  were  discharged  or  died  during  the  year  was  four  weeks. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  admitted  was  rather  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  being  316  as  against  368,  but  the  number  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria  admitted  was  greater,  being  221  as  against  133. 

Scarlet  Fever,  which  has  been  unduly  prevalent  throughout  the 
year,  has  fortunately  remained  of  a  mild  type,  and  of  the  cases  admitted 
to  hospital  there  was  only  one  death,  that  of  a  child  who  died  after  a 
long  illness  from  Septicaemia  following  Scarlet  Fever. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted,  both  from  the 
Borough  and  from  surrounding  districts,  have  shown  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  “gravis”  type,  and  there  were  10  deaths.  In  8  cases 
of  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  it  was  necessary  to  perform  “tracheotomy” 
on  admission;  in  three  of  these  death  occured  within  24  hours. 

We  have  frequently  called  attention  to  the  late  admission  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria;  unfortunately  parents  do  not  always  realise  the  gravity 
of  the  disease,  and  medical  advice  is  not  sought,  until  the  disease  has 
become  well  established  with  extensive  spread  of  membrane  to  the 
soft  palate  and  the  faucial  tissues,  so  characteristic  of  infection  with 
the  gravis  type  of  bacterium. 

20  cases  of  measles  complicated  with  broncho-pneumonia  were 
admitted  with  3  deaths,  9  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  with  complications 
and  1  death,  6  cases  of  Erysipelas,  4  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  (4 
deaths),  1  of  Dysentery,  and  38  of  other  diseases  (including  27  Diph¬ 
theria  carriers). 


29 


The  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  has  again  been  fully  occupied  throughout 
the  year,  38  patients  being  admitted  during  the  year.  28  patients  were 
discharged  and  8  died,  leaving  22  patients  in  the  pavilion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

A  table  dealing  with  the  cases  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  will 
be  found  at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 442  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  as  against  517  in  1936.  267  cases  were  admitted  to  Goscote 

Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  3  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — 175  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year,  com¬ 
pared  with  85  in  1936.  The  cases  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  town. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  the  disease  as  against  2  in  1936,  a  case 
mortality  of  5.7%  for  Walsall  cases  as  against  2.3%  in  1936. 

169  cases  and  27  carriers  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  average  yearly  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  five 
years  has  been  0.84  per  1,000. 

During  the  year  a  further  831  children  were  immunised  against  the 
disease.  In  addition,  811  children  who  had  been  immunised  in  previous 
years  were  Schick-tested;  in  757  immunity  had  been  established  and  ot 
the  others  53  received  further  treatment. 

13,103  adults  and  children  have  now  been  dealt  with,  and  9,811 
have  been  protected  against  the  disease.  During  the  ten  years  we  have 
been  immunising  children,  there  have  been  no  deaths  and  only  10 
cases  of  clinical  diphtheria  amongst  immunised  children  under  the 
age  of  15  years.  In  the  same  period  amongst  unprotected  children  of 
like  age  there  have  been  991  cases  and  98  deaths. 

Further  details  relating  to  diphtheria  immunisation  will  be  found  in 
my  report  as  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Committee. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — 4  cases  were  notified,  and  there  were  ' 
deaths. 

Dysentery. — 3  cases  were  notified. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. — During  the  year  245  cases  o 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  or  Primary  in  type  were  notified,  a: 
against  218  in  1936  and  217  in  1935.  There  were  113  deaths  due  tc 
this  cause,  as  against  92  in  1936,  107  in  1935  and  105  in  1934,  a  death 
rate  of  1.06  per  1,000  as  against  0.86  in  1936,  1.01  in  1935  and  0.99  ir 
1934. 

There  were  52  deaths  from  Influenza.  Of  the  deaths  from  Pneumonia 
44  were  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  53  in  persons  over  the 
age  of  45  years. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Measles. — 786  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  from  the  schools 
during  the  year,  as  against  41  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Measles  during  the  year. 

Mumps. — 468  cases  of  Mumps  were  notified  from  the  schools 
during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — 83  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
from  the  schools  during  the  year,  against  322  cases  notified  in  1936. 

There  were  8  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year,  all 
being  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years. 

Chicken  Pox. — 417  cases  were  notified  from  the  schools  during 
the  year. 


CANCER 

Facilities  exist  at  the  Manor  (Municipal)  Hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  Cancer  by  means  of  surgical  treatment,  superficial  and  medium 
X-ray  therapy.  Arrangements  also  exist  for  the  transference  of  patients 
to  Birmingham  General  Hospital  for  radium  treatment. 

An  arrangements  exists  between  the  Walsall  General  (Voluntary) 
Hospital  and  Mount  Vernon  Hospital  for  the  transference  of  inoperable 
cases  of  carcinoma  of  the  larynx. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1937,  and  the  parts  of  the  Body  affected 
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MUNICIPAL  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  extensions  to  the  Nurses’  Home  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  additional  dining  rooms,  two  recreation  rooms,  24 
bedrooms  with  bathroom  and  toilet  accommodation,  were  well  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  extensions  being  completed  in  April 
and  May,  1938. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  was  also  completed  in  the  early  part 
of  1938,  this  clinic  being  transferred  from  the  Walsall  General  Hospital 
on  1st  April,  1938. 

All  formalities  in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  Maternity 
Block  were  completed  about  the  end  of  1937,  the  contractors  com¬ 
mencing  their  work  early  in  January,  1938. 

The  following  is  the  report  upon  the  work  of  the  Hospital  for  the 
year,  1937,  submitted  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Clayton,  the  Medical  Superintendent  : 

“The  number  of  admissions  to  the  Hospital  has  continued  to 
increase,  and  the  following  graph  shows  the  rate  : 
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remains  about  the  same,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  little  less  for  1937  than  for  1933. 

It  can  be  shown  then,  that  our  accommodation  has  been  made  to 
keep  pace  with  our  increasing  admissions.  Staffing  increases  in  all 
departments  have  made  this  possible,  except  for  the  Maternity  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  we  now  await  the  opening  of  the  new  Maternity  Block. 

Outpatient  and  Casualty  work  continues  to  increase,  and  28,144 
attendances  were  made  last  year.” 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
31ST  DECEMBER,  1937 


Total  admissions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,046 

Patients  in  Hospital  on  1st  January,  1937  .  .  .  .  261 


Total  Inpatients  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,307 


Accommodation 

Men  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  130 

Women  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  121 

Children  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 
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Average  number  of  beds 

occupied 

244 

Highest  number  of  beds 

occupied 

289  on 

17th  February,  1937 

Lowest  number  of  beds 

occupied 

205  on 

25th  December,  1937 

Surgical  department  .  . 

.  . 

.  . 

1,044  operations 

Dental  department 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

676  operations 

Maternity  Department 

Births 

.  . 

•  •  •  • 

312 

Stillbirths. 

.  . 

.  •  •  • 

12 

Doctor  present  at 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

113  deliveries 

Forceps 

.  . 

•  ■  •  • 

11 

Caesarean  Section 

.  . 

•  .  ■  • 

*“7 

/ 

Deaths 

Delivered  in  Hospital. 

*  • 

.  . 

6 

1.  Heart  failure,  Influenzal  pneumonia. 

2.  Septic  broncho-pneumonia  due  to  Puerperal  Fever. 

3.  Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  due  to  Intra-partum 

eclampsia. 
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Delivered  before  Admission. 

1.  General  peritonitis  due  to  pelvic  cellulitis  due 

to  childbirth. 

2.  Convulsions.  Eclampsia. 

Undelivered. 

1.  Concealed  accidental  haemorrhage. 


Massage  and  Electrical  Department 

Treatments  given  : 

Massage 
Electrical 
Radiant  Heat 
Ultra  Violet  Light 


2,977 

1,504 

1,327 

1,656 


7,464 


X-Ray  Department 

Number  of  films  taken 
Number  of  screen  examinations 

Pathology  and  Bio-chemistry  specimens  sent  to  Birmingham 
University,  etc. 


3,264 

397 

665 


Outpatients  and  Casualties 

Total  attendances 
Total  deaths 


28,144 

479 


MEDICAL  RELIEF  AND  VACCINATION  DISTRICTS 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  four  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
Medical  Relief  and  Vaccination,  each  District  being  in  charge  of 


private  medical  practitioners  appointed  fot  this  work. 
The  following  are  the  Districts  : 


District. 

Medical  Relief. 

Vaccination. 

No.  1 — Bloxwich,  Leamore  and  Harden 
Wards 

No.  2— Birchills  and  Pleck  Wards  -  • 

No.  3 — Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards 
No.  A — Bridge,  Caldmore  and  Palfrey 
Wards 

Dr.  C.  J.  Lewis. 

Dr.  j.  Drury. 

Dr.  J.  F.  O’Meara. 
Dr.  D.  A.  Llewellyn. 

1 

Dr.  M.  B.  Baines. 

Dr.  G.  W.  J.  Baker. 
Dr.  J.  F.  O’Meara. 

Dr.  R.  U.  Gillan. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  has  been  conducted  as  usual  at  the 
Walsall  General  Hospital,  the  new  ad  hoc  clinic  at  the  Manor  Hospital 
not  being  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Dr.  R.  Forrest  has  acted 
as  Venereal  Diseases  Officer. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  new  clinic  to  come  into  use 
on  the  1st  April,  1938,  Dr.  F.  Welton,  Chief  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
being  appointed  as  Consultant  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

Evening  clinics  for  males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and 
afternoon  clinics  for  females  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  weekly. 
Provision  is  made  for  cases  to  remain  in  the  hospital  over-night,  if 
necessary,  after  injections. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  daily. 
A  male  and  female  nurse  are  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  102  cases  were  under  treatment,  10 
old  cases  returned  for  treatment  during  the  year,  146  cases  attended  for 
the  first  time,  and  9  were  transferred  from  other  centres. 

Of  the  new  cases,  84  (or  58%)  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
venereal  disease;  62  were  found  not  to  have  venereal  disease. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  5,878  (2,822  for  examination 
by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  3,056  for  irrigation,  dressings,  etc.).  The 
total  attendances  show  a  decrease  of  253  over  the  previous  year. 

Examinations  of  specimens  for  Gonococci  are  undertaken  by  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Officer.  Other  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Birmingham  University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be  received  into  the  Cleveland 
House,  Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue  work;  cases 
at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient  stay  may 
also  be  transferred  to  Cleveland  House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and  nursing,  and 
it  includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Clinic 
during  the  vear  1937. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA* 

WATER 

No  extensions  of  Public  Water  Supplies,  other  than  to  new  housing 
areas,  have  been  made  during  the  year.  The  supplies  are  sufficient  and 
satisfactory.  There  are  32  houses  in  the  Borough  dependent  on  wells 
or  springs  for  their  water  supplies. 

Water  samples  from  six  wells  were  examined,  and  the  Analyst 
reported  that  only  one  water  was  dangerous,  there  being  evidence 
of  faecal  contamination.  (N.B. — The  premises  affected  by  the  adverse 
report  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — the  owner 
having  given  an  undertaking  that  the  houses  will  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  until  they  have  been  made  fit — this  work  includes 
the  provision  of  taps  connected  to  the  public  water  supply.) 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Mr.  M.  E.  Habershon,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has 
supplied  the  following  report  on  the  Drainage,  Sewerage,  Rivers, 
Streams  and  Public  Cleansing  of  the  Borough  : 

(a)  Brockhurst  Disposal  Works,  Bescot. 

The  extensions  of  these  works,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £51,000, 
have  been  progressing  during  the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be 
completed  during  the  summer  of  1938.  These  extensions  include  11 
new  filter  beds,  new  humus  tanks  capable  of  dealing  with  the  whole  of 
the  sewage  flowing  into  the  works,  sludge  digestion  tanks  and  other 
incidental  works.  When  completed  these  works  will  be  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  estimated  increase  in  flow  for  the  next  ten  years. 

(b)  Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  works  have  been  completed  during  the  year  and  deal  with 
sewage  from  portions  of  Walsall  and  Aldridge  Urban  District,  which 
are  the  two  constituent  authorities,  and  also  from  the  Sheffield  area  of 
the  Brownhills  Urban  District  Council.  The  extensive  housing 
developments  have  caused  these  works  to  be  overloaded,  and  prepara¬ 
tions  are  in  hand  for  a  further  extension  scheme,  which  will  be  com¬ 
menced  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
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(c)  Wolverhampton  Road  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Owing  to  the  building  development  of  the  Parkbrook  estate, 
extensions  to  the  Wolverhampton  Road  Sewage  Pumping  Station  and 
the  provision  of  a  flood-relief  sewer  have  been  rendered  necessary. 
The  scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  and  will  be  commenced  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Various  acid  wastes  are  finding  their  way  into  the  sewers,  and 
investigations  are  proceeding  into  possible  preventative  measures. 

With  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises) 
Act,  1937,  stricter  control  is  being  kept  of  all  new  trade  effluents 
discharged  into  the  sewers,  and  where  acid  or  other  injurious  wastes 
are  expected,  the  provision  of  settling  and  neutralising  tanks  is  being 
insisted  upon. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

A  careful  watch  is  kept  on  sources  of  stream  pollution  in  the 
Borough. 

The  course  of  the  River  Tame  from  Corporation  Street  to  Bescot 
Crescent  is  being  cleaned  out  so  as  to  improve  the  flow  of  water  and 
also  to  reduce  its  level  to  prevent  flood  water  from  backing  up  into 
the  main  sewer  in  Corporation  Street  West. 

The  main  Ford  Brook  has  been  cleaned  out  from  Station  Street, 
Rushall,  to  Cartbridge  Lane,  and  the  sludge  which  was  deposited 
therein  over  a  long  period  of  years  removed. 

Some  trouble  has  been  experienced  with  the  unauthorised  blocking 
of  water  courses  by  indiscriminate  tipping,  and  negotiations  are  in 
progress  with  a  view  to  preventing  such  occurrences  in  the  future  and 
of  cleansing  the  obstructed  water  courses. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Mr.  C.  N.  Graddon,  Cleansing  Superintendent,  has  supplied  the 
following  report  : 

Public  Cleansing  Services,  1937 

Refuse  Collection.  During  the  year,  over  600  bins  were  added 
to  the  collection  list.  There  has  been  an  important  alteration  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  shopping  districts 
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in  the  centre  of  the  town.  With  the  aim  of  removing  this  refuse  before 
10  o’clock  each  morning,  a  special  vehicle  has  been  acquired.  This  is 
an  S.D.  freighter  with  a  “Rey”  Self-Loading  body.  The  refuse  is 
tipped  into  a  hopper  at  the  rear  and  pushed  into  the  body  by  means 
of  a  hydraulic  ram,  thereby  obtaining  a  considerable  degree  of  compres¬ 
sion  and  allowing  large  loads  to  be  carried.  The  use  of  this  vehicle 
has  enabled  the  district  to  be  cleared  in  one  load,  where  previously  it 
was  necessary,  with  an  ordinary  vehicle,  to  make  two  journeys  and  to 
carry  on  collecting  until  mid-day  and  later.  For  collection  in  busy 
districts,  the  Self-Loader  possesses  the  additional  advantages  of  a 
comparatively  high  degree  of  dustlessness  and  ease  of  loading. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  filling  and  levelling  of  an  old  sand  pit  at 
Ryecroft  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  has  been  completed,  and  the 
site  is  ready  for  preparation  as  a  playing  field. 

Cesspool  Emptying.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  cesspools  to  be  emptied  during  the  past  year,  due  in  the 
main  to  new  houses  which  have  been  built  in  unsewered  districts. 
Despite  this  increase  it  has  been  possible  to  dispense  entirely  with 
emptying  by  hand  pump  and  all  cesspools  are  now  emptied  by  a 
mechanical  cesspool  emptier. 

Street  Cleansing.  In  view  of  the  improvement  in  street  tidiness 
which  attended  the  erection  of  litter  bins  at  various  parts  of  the  Borough, 
the  number  of  these  has  been  increased  during  the  past  year.  There 
are  now  over  250  of  these  in  the  Borough.  An  innovation  in  street 
cleansing  equipment  is  the  addition  of  two  tricycle  orderlies  to  the 
scavenging  staff.  Each  of  these  men  is  provided  with  a  light  tricycle 
unit  and  is  given  a  wide  area  to  patrol.  His  duty  is  to  supplement  the 
work  of  each  district  scavenger,  and  to  give  particular  attention  to 
certain  points  where  the  litter  nuisance  has  previously  been  a  bugbear 
to  the  Department.  The  scheme  is  proving  successful  and  may  later 
be  extended. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 
There  are  no  closets  of  the  privy  or  pail  type  in  any  populous  or 
closely  built  centre.  The  number  of  closets  approximates  to  25,872 
water  closets  of  modern  type,  each  fitted  with  a  flushing  cistern;  585 
water  closets  not  having  a  flushing  cistern,  these  at  present  being 
hand  flushed  by  bucket;  33  waste  water  closets;  68  pail  closets,  and 
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245  privies.  Sixty-three  closets  have  been  provided  with  flush  tanks 
and  water  service  during  the  year.  The  privies  and  pail  closets  are  in 
use  at  houses  not  having  a  drainage  system  to  sewer  :  their  conversion 
to  water  closet  type  will  be  effected  when  efficient  sewers  are  provided. 
The  majority  of  the  houses  served  by  water  closets  having  no  flushes 
fitted  have  already  been,  or  will  be,  included  in  clearance  schemes  for 
demolition  of  unfit  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Additional  Water  Closets.  Fifty-one  additional  water  closets 
have  been  provided,  viz.  : — 16  to  furnish  indoor  accommodation, 
9  to  augment  existing  accommodation  at  houses  where  there  was  not 
one  closet  for  each  house,  12  to  make  accommodation  at  factories  or 
workshops  sufficient,  6  water  closets  to  replace  demolished  water 
closets,  7  to  provide  new  outdoor  accommodation  and  one  to  provide 
accommodation  at  a  shop. 

ASHPITS  AND  ASHBINS 

Fifteen  ashbins  have  been  provided,  replacing  10  ashpits,  while 
403  new  bins  have  replaced  worn-out  bins  or  unsuitable  receptacles. 
For  the  whole  Borough  there  are  approximately  30,800  ashbins  and 
107  ashpits.  The  Health  Committee  have  repaid  to  owners  one- half  of 
the  reasonable  cost  in  respect  of  two  ashpits  which  were  converted 
into  receptacles  in  which  the  ashbins  could  be  placed.  The  average 
amount  paid  was  8/6  per  conversion.  One  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifteen  ashpits  have  now  been  converted  in  this  way. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


House  Inspections.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,348 

House  Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,036 

Re-inspections  in  Insanitary  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14,930 

District  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,732 

Overcrowding  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1935  and  1936  .  .  .  .  519 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  1 

Schools  re  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Workshops  (not  including  Bakehouses)  .  .  .  .  .  -  -  .  312 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  151 
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Homes  of  Outworkers 

.  . 

.  . 

194 

Cinemas 

26 

Rat  Destruction 

530 

Drain  Tests 

117 

Complaints 

2,252 

Re-inspections  of  Work  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc. 

5,703 

Smoke  Observations 

20 

Canal  Boats 

28 

Slaughterhouses 

6,220 

Butchers’  Shops 

1,819 

Markets 

452 

Dairies 

332 

Bakehouses.  . 

254 

Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Yards 

207 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  and  Vendors 

139 

Foodshops 

371 

Samples,  Drinking  Water 

8 

Samples,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 

1928, 

for 

analysis 

224 

Samples,  Milk  for  Bacteria  Count 

25 

Samples,  Milk  for  Bacteria  Count  and  B.Coli  (combined) 

3 

Samples,  Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  B.Coli  (combined) 

46 

Samples,  Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 

7 

Samples,  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

2 

Samples,  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

6 

Samples,  Phosphatase  Test 

16 

Infected  Houses 

1,777 

Fumigations  and  Disinfestations.  . 

593 

Temporary  Dwellings — Vans 

62 

Samples  of  Water  from  Swimming  Baths 

6 

Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1934 

274 

Sundries 

29 

Total  visits  and  inspections  .  .  46,861 


2.  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 

Informal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,240 

Statutory  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  233 

3.  Results  of  Services  of  Such  Notices. 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,963 

*Notices  not  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  161 

*  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 
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DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  DISCOVERED  AND  ACTION 

TAKEN  THEREON 

Four  hundred  and  seven  houses  were  reported  for  repairs,  491 
water  closets  or  ashpits  were  found  to  be  insufficient,  429  nuisances 
due  to  foul  or  defective  drains,  sinks,  water  closets,  ashpits,  etc.,  were 
recorded.  84%  of  these  cases  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  on  informal 
action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  in  16%  Statutory  notices  were 
issued.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  summary  proceedings. 
Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen  houses  have  been  improved 
in  the  year. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

Section  10. — Provisions  as  to  Ventilation,  Temperature  and 

Sanitary  Arrangements. 

Very  little  statutory  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with 
respect  to  this  section.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  a  systematic 
inspection  was  made  of  all  shops  to  which  this  section  would  apply, 
and  action  with  respect  to  enforcing  the  provisions  with  respect  to 
ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  arrangements  is  likely  to  be 
instituted  during  the  early  part  of  1938. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

Public. — There  are  five  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough, 
three  of  which  are  enclosed  and  two  open.  Mr.  J.  Wearing,  Baths 
Superintendent,  stated  in  his  report  that  each  of  the  baths  was  equipped 
with  modern  chlorine-sterilisation  and  filtration  plant,  which  ensured 
complete  treatment  of  the  water  every  six  hours. 

Private. — There  is  one  private  swimming  bath  in  the  Borough. 
This  is  of  the  open  type  with  accommodation  for  approximately  50 
bathers.  The  bath  is  lined  with  white  glazed  tiles  and  is  thoroughly 
cleansed  before  being  filled  with  water  from  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company’s  mains.  The  bath  is  emptied  every  three  or 
four  weeks,  and  is  filled  with  completely  fresh  water,  this  being  in 
addition  to  the  daily  addition  of  1,000  gallons  of  fresh  water.  The 
water  is  being  continually  fed  into  a  boiler  which  is  heated  to  about 
100%C.  and  is  filtered  through  a  filter  composed  of  carbon,  silica  and 
quartz,  all  the  water  passing  through  the  boiler  and  filter  at  least  once 
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per  day.  As  a  precaution  against  bacterial  contamination,  chlorination 
is  carried  out  by  the  addition  of  “Chloros.” 

Samples. — Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  at  peak  periods  and  all 
showed  that  the  water  was  satisfactory  for  bathing,  this  indicating 
the  high  standard  of  purification  obtained. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Twenty  observations  of  industrial  chimneys  were  made.  Smoke 
in  such  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance  was  detected  on  three  occasions  in 
connection  with  three  different  chimneys  :  one  at  a  factory,  one  at  a 
laundry,  and  one  at  a  dairy.  The  firms  concerned  were  given  notice, 
and  no  nuisance  has  since  been  reported.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary 
to  issue  a  statutory  notice. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  rain  water 
collected  by  a  glass  deposit  gauge,  which  is  fixed  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 


1937 

Rainfall 

in  inches 

Solids  Collected.  Tons  per  Square  Mile. 

Total  Insoluble 

Total  Soluble 

Total  Solids 

January 

2.7748 

7.80 

7.07 

14.87 

February 

2.5272 

5.31 

6.97 

12.28 

March  .  . 

1.1992 

4.97 

4.91 

9.88 

April  .  . 

1.0628 

1.26 

3.32 

4.58 

May 

0.8648 

5.64 

2.65 

8.29 

June*  .. 

- — - 

— 

— 

July . 

1.9608 

4.31 

4.98 

9.29 

August 

0.9432 

6.30 

4.07 

10.37 

September 

1.4328 

5.64 

3.32 

8.96 

October 

2.2092 

4.98 

9.62 

14.60 

November 

1.4144 

4.63 

9.29 

13.92 

December 

0.7036 

0.99 

2.99 

3.98 

Year 

17.0928 

51.83 

59.19 

111.02 

Average  monthly  rainfall  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.4244  inches 

Average  monthly  deposit  per  square  mile  9.251  tons 


*  During  the  month  of  June,  1937,  there  was  no  rainfall  whatsoever,  so  that  the 
figures  depending  on  this  amount  were  not  arrived  at. 
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SPECIAL  CLASSES  OF  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 
SUBJECT  TO  CONTROL  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Cow  Sheds  \ 

Dairies 
Milk  Shops  ) 

Bakehouses 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order 

Slaughter-houses 

Fish-friers’  Shops 

Fishmongers’  Shops 

Butchers’  Shops 

Ice-cream  Makers  and  Vendors 

Grocers’  Shops 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops 
Greengrocers’  and  Fruiterers’  Shops 
Hotels,  Restaurants,  Licensed  Premises,  etc. 
Small  General  Shops  selling  foodstuffs 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses-let-in-Lodgings 
Workshops 

Out-Workers’  Premises 
Other  Offensive  Trades 


151 

54 

29 

24 

102 

19 

134 

145 

118 

102 

123 

230 

561 

2 

4 

235 

77 

4 


Total .  2,114 


HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS 

A  feature  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  the  large  reduction  in  the 
number  of  houses-let-in-lodgings  in  the  Borough.  Many  of  the  worst 
type  of  this  class  of  dwelling  were  closed  and  demolished  during  the 
year  as  a  result  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  re-housing  of  the  families  from  these  houses  has  presented  a 
problem.  The  families  in  the  main  possessed  no  furniture,  and  the 
Housing  Department’s  scheme  whereby  the  main  articles  of  furniture 
required  in  a  house — such  as  beds,  mattresses,  chairs,  tables — may  be 
obtained  and  purchased  by  paying  fixed  weekly  sums,  has  proved  of 
extreme  value  in  re-housing  tenants  from  houses-let-in-lodgings. 
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It  will  be  necessary  to  review  carefully  the  manner  in  which  these 
occupants  of  houses-let-in-lodgings  respond  to  their  new  environment, 
and  it  may  be  possible  to  report  on  this  aspect  at  a  later  date.  One  is 
compelled  to  say  that  the  change  for  some  of  these  people — from 
living  in  one  room  to  occupying  a  self-contained  house,  is  apt  to  be 
at  first  overwhelming,  and  the  “settling  down”  period  is  likely  to  be 
rather  longer  than  in  what  might  be  called  normal  rehousing  cases. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  three  houses-let-in-lodgings 
in  the  Borough,  and  with  respect  to  these  cases  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts  may  be  instituted  at  some  future  date. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses.  The  enforcement  of  the 
byelaws  is  discharged  by  the  Police. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  106  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act, 
1930,  54  notices  have  been  served  on  van-dwellers.  Summonses  were 
heard  against  8  van-dwellers.  Two  were  fined  10  -  each;  4  were 
ordered  to  remove  their  vans  forthwith,  and  all  gave  undertakings  to 
leave  the  district.  Warrants  were  issued  for  the  arrest  of  two  who 
did  not  appear  to  answer  the  summons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  van-dwellers  occupying  sites 
within  the  Borough. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  102  fish-fryers,  two  rag  and  bone  dealers,  and  one  hide 
and  skin  depot.  These  premises  are  regularly  visited.  No  summary 
proceedings  have  been  called  for  during  the  year. 

An  application  was  made  for  consent  to  the  establishment  of  the 
trade  of  a  rag  and  bone  dealer  and  dealer  in  rabbit  skins  by  the  extension 
of  the  premises  on  which  the  trade  was  at  present  carried  on.  This 
application  was  not  granted  by  the  Health  Committee. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

Renewal  licences,  granted  to  slaughtermen  by  the  Health  Committee 
in  1935,  expire  on  the  30th  April,  1938. 
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During  1937  licences  were  granted  to  five  slaughtermen.  There 
are  now  114  slaughtermen  licensed  by  this  Authority. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  observed  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  Health  Committee,  on  6th  May,  1937,  visited  slaughterhouses 
in  use  in  the  Borough,  and  on  the  24th  May  renewed  the  licences  of 
17  slaughterhouses;  the  licence  issued  during  1936  in  respect  of  a  new 
slaughterhouse  did  not  expire  until  31st  May,  1938.  No  new  licences 
have  been  granted  during  the  year.  One  slaughterhouse  has  been 
demolished. 


There  were  24  slaughterhouses  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  follows  : 


Registered  .  . 

Dec.,  1935 

6 

Dec.,  1936 

6 

Dec.,  1937 
6 

Licensed 

•  • 

18 

19 

18 

Total 

24 

25 

24 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  following  particulars  show  what  has  been  done  during  the 
year  with  regard  to  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs.  The  form  in  which  the 
information  is  set  out  is  as  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 


(1)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  infested  : 

(i)  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  705 

(ii)  Other  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  537 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested  : 

(i)  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  705 

(ii)  Other  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  537 


(2)  The  methods  adopted  for  disinfestation  of  houses  and  furniture 
during  the  year  has  been  of  the  same  character  as  set  out  in  detail  in  the 
Report  for  the  year  1936. 

In  view  of  the  developments  with  respect  to  disinfestation,  the 
Health  Committee  are  instituting  early  in  1938  a  disinfestation  service 
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to  cover  infested  houses  and  the  effects  of  persons  re-housed  from  “unfit” 
houses  into  Council  houses.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  scheme  will 
provide  for  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Local  Authority,  contractors 
only  being  called  in  to  assist  if  the  volume  of  work  makes  this  a  necessity. 

With  respect  to  the  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent 
reinfestation,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  give  advice  on  this  matter;  and 
with  respect  to  Corporation  Council  houses,  a  lady  visitor  periodically 
visits  the  houses  and  advises  the  tenants  regarding  cleansing  of  the 
houses  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  infestation. 


UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS 

There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  house  in  the  Borough  in  which 
an  underground  room  is  in  use  as  a  sleeping  apartment. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928 
No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Acts. 


SCHOOLS 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  as  presented  to 
the  Education  Committee  contains  all  matters  in  relation  to  Schools. 

ACTS,  BYELAWS,  REGULATIONS,  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  WORK 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  Acts  of  Parliament  and 
Local  Acts  relating  to  Public  Health,  which  were  delegated  to  the 
Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year  1937,  viz.  : — 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Part  II.  Sanitation  and  Buildings  (Sections  27,  34,  39-52,  56,  74,  75, 
79-86  and  88-89); 

Part  III.  Nuisances  and  Offensive  Trades  (except  the  power  to  make 
Byelaws  as  to  smoke  respecting  new  buildings) ; 

Part  IV.  Water  Supply  (Sections  111,  124  and  137-141); 

Part  V.  Prevention,  Notification  and  Treatment  of  Disease; 

Part  VI.  Hospitals,  Nursing  Homes,  etc. 
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Part  X. 
Part  XL 
Part  XII. 


Part  VII.  Notification  of  Births,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Infant 
Life  Protection; 

Part  VIII.  Baths,  Washhouses,  Bathing  Places,  etc.  (Section  233); 

Part  IX.  Common  Lodging  Houses; 

Canal  Boats; 

Miscellaneous; 

General  (such  sections  as  refer  to  the  powers  delegated  above); 
Sections  34,  43,  74,  75,  88,  137  and  262  to  264  are  administered 
jointly  with  the  Public  Works  Committee. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Byelaws  for  the  Regulation  of  Slaughterhouses. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901  (with  respect  to  bakehouses  and 
other  sanitary  matters).  The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1907,  and 
I  he  Factories  Act,  1937  (so  far  as  any  sanitary  provisions  thereunder 
are  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council). 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  Sections  53  and  54. 

The  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act,  1907. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

The  Milk  Act,  1934  (Section  10). 

The  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sections  71  and  72. 

The  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

The  Fertilisers  and  Food  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

The  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

And  any  Orders  in  Council  made  thereunder  providing  for  the  marking  of 
articles  of  food  with  an  indication  of  origin; 

The  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929. 

The  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  Section  2(b)  (functions  of  Poor  Law 
Authorities  relating  to  vaccination). 

The  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  (Amendment)  Act,  1933, 
Section  12. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934  (with  respect  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  ventilation 
and  temperature  of  shops). 

The  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  11  (repair,  maintenance  and  sanitary  condition 
of  houses),  Part  III  (clearance  and  re-development),  Part  IV  (abatement  of 
overcrowding),  Section  91  (allowances  for  repairs),  and  such  of  the 
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provisions  of  Parts  VII  and  VIII  of  the  Act  and  of  any  other  Act  relating 
to  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  as  are  ancillary  thereto. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  sanitary  provisions 
and  matters  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914,  Sections  84,  88  and  89  (streets, 
buildings,  sewers  and  drains  and  sanitary  provisions),  and  jointly  with  the 
Public  Works  Committee,  Section  85. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925,  Sections  41  to  45  inclusive. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1930,  Sections  106  and  107. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1902  to  1936. 

The  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926. 

The  Widows’,  Orphans  and  Old  Age  Contributory  Pensions  Act,  1936. 

The  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  Section  2  (a)  (functions  of  Poor  Law 
Authorities  in  respect  of  infant  life  protection),  and  Section  101  (con¬ 
tributions  by  Councils  to  Voluntary  Associations  in  respect  of  maternity 
and  child  welfare). 

All  Orders,  Regulations,  Schemes  or  Byelaws  made  under  any  such  Acts. 

So  much  of  any  other  existing  Act  of  Parliament  or  any  statutory  modification 
or  re-enactment  thereof  as  relates  to  any  of  the  said  matters  and  any  Orders, 
Regulations,  Schemes  or  Byelaws  made  under  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
Acts. 

REPORT  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Work¬ 
places  and  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

151 

11 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

312 

31 

— 

Total 

463 

42 

— 

51 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

! 

Particulars 

Founc 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

31 

31 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  Nuisances 

9 

9 

_ 

_ 

)  insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  -  unsuitable  or  defective 

^  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S.101)  . 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Work¬ 
shop  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921)  .  . 

Total 

42 

42 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


LECTURES  ON  HEALTH  MATTERS 

During  the  year  a  number  of  addresses  were  delivered  to  various 


clubs,  societies,  etc.,  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
the  following  being  the  more  important. 

Department, 

Date. 

1937. 

Subject. 

Club,  Society,  etc. 

Speaker. 

18th  Jan. 

The  position  with  regard 
to  overcrowding  in 
Walsall. 

Bloxwich  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

24th  Feb. 

Lead  Poisoning. 

Walsall  Labour  Club. 

Dr.  Welton. 

15th  Mar. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  with 
special  reference  to 
overcrowding. 

W  alsall  Property  Owners’ 
Association. 

Dr.  Clark  and 
Mr.  Stansbury. 

15th  April. 

Protection  against  Diph¬ 
theria. 

Butts  Parents’  Club. 

Dr.  Hepple. 
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Date. 

Subject. 

Club,  Society,  etc. 

Speaker 

19th  April. 

Protection  against  Diph¬ 
theria. 

North  Walsall  Parents’ 
Club. 

Dr.  Hepple. 

16th  April. 

Immunisation. 

Croft  Street  Parents’ 
Club. 

Dr.  Welton. 

3rd  May. 

The  position  with  regard 
to  overcrowding  in 
Walsall. 

Optimists’  Society,  Vicar¬ 
age  Walk  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

5th  May. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Hillary  Street  Parents’ 
Club. 

Dr.  Welton. 

23rd  June. 

The  Place  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  Public 
Health  Service. 

Harden  Community 
Association. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

8th  Nov. 

The  Profession  of  a 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Walsall  Round  Table. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

6th  Dec. 

Personal  Hygiene. 

R.C.  Thomas  Senior  Girls’ 

School. 

Mrs.  Saunders. 

8th  Dec. 

Healthy  Living. 

Co-operative  Women’s 
Guild,  Caldmore  and 
Palfrey. 

Dr.  Clark. 

9th  Dec. 

The  History  of  Public 
Health. 

Chuckery  Senior  Boys’ 
School. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

15th  Dec. 

Immunisation. 

Wolverhampton  Road 

Dr.  Welton. 

Parents’  Club. 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  section  details  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925 . .  ..  . 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

••  ••  •  •  *  •  •• 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


8,080 

29,849 


2,348 

18,414 


950 


557 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  432 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  12  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  ..  ..  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  by  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  .  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts- — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  152 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  .  Nil 

(V)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  693 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  771 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  .  .  5,732 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(y)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  408 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  3,386 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding . .  .  Nil 

00  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  (This  is  dealt 
with  in  a  separate  section,  “Abatement  of  Over¬ 
crowding”) . . 

The  “Appointed  Day”  under  Sections  59,  60,  64  and  6  (2)  of  the 
Acts  was  fixed  as  January  1st,  1938,  and  under  Section  62  as  July  1st 
1937. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Clearance  Areas  Represented  in  1937 

During  the  year  60  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  containing 
890  houses,  occupied  by  3,598  persons.  These  were  dealt  with  by  the 
making  of  the  following  orders,  viz.  : — 


Description. 

Acreage. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Acres.  Sq.  yards.. 

Houses. 

Persons. 

0) 

the  Walsall  (Old  Birchills)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

2,072 

14 

80 

(2) 

I  he  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  No.  3) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

—  891 

9 

24 

(3) 

The  Walsall  (Ryecroft  Street)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

1,538 

13 

66 

(T 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  1) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

824 

6 

28 

(5) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  2) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

212 

2 

8 

(6) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  3) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

809 

8 

32 

C) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  4) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

3  3,140 

118 

417 

(8) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  5) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

1,592 

10 

46 

(9) 

The  Walsall  (Longacre  Street  No. 

1)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

4,376 

37 

149 

(10) 

The  Walsall  (Longacre  Street  No. 

2)  Clearance  Order,  1937  .  . 

611 

3 

14 

Description. 
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Acreage  No.  of  No.  of 


Acres. 

Sq.  yards. 

Houses. 

Persons 

(11) 

The  Walsall  (Blue  Lane  East)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

255 

2 

6 

(12) 

The  Walsall  (George  Street  Terrace) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

_ _ 

2,327 

26 

121 

(13) 

The  Walsall  (Fishley  No.  1)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

_ 

2,353 

3 

16 

(14) 

The  Walsall  (Fishley  No.  2)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

_ _ 

1,690 

2 

10 

(15) 

The  Walsall  (Fishley  No.  3)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

.  -  - 

2,983 

2 

5 

(16) 

The  Walsall  (Fishley  No.  4)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

1 

1,044 

12 

62 

(17) 

The  Walsall  (Little  Bloxwich  No. 

1)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

347 

3 

14 

(18) 

The  Walsall  (Little  Bloxwich  No. 

2)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

1 

499 

18 

85 

(19) 

The  Walsall  (Little  Bloxwich  No. 

3)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

_ 

1,856 

6 

35 

(20) 

The  Walsall  (Little  Bloxwich  No. 
4)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

_ 

1,301 

5 

21 

(21) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills 
No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

825 

5 

23 

(22) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills 
No.  3)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1 

1,618 

43 

208 

(23) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills 
No.  4)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

525 

2 

13 

(24) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills 
No.  5)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1,123 

6 

19 

(25) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills 
No.  6)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

552 

2 

15 

(26) 

The  Walsall  (Little  Bloxwich  No. 
5)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1,346 

3 

14 

(27) 

The  Walsall  (Goscote  No.  1)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

1,925 

4 

13 
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(28) 

Description. 

The  Walsall  (Goscote  No.  2)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

Acreage 

Acres.  Sq.  yards. 

1  318 

No.  of 

Houses. 

8 

No.  of 
Persons. 

39 

(29) 

The  Walsall  (Goscote  No.  3)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

1 

114 

6 

21 

(30) 

The  Walsall  (Goscote  No.  4)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1937 

3,539 

6 

19 

(31) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  6) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

_ 

3,570 

17 

88 

(32) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  7) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

_ 

1,652 

11 

30 

(33) 

The  Walsall  (Croft  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1937 

_ 

814 

7 

36 

(34) 

The  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  No.  4) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

583 

6 

19 

(35) 

The  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  No.  5) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

_ _ 

1,860 

13 

45 

(36) 

The  Walsall  (Brewer  Street  No.  1) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

— 

2,797 

10 

36 

(37) 

The  Walsall  (Brewer  Street  No.  2) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

— 

834 

5 

18 

(38) 

The  Walsall  (Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

3 

1,880 

30 

119 

(39) 

The  Walsall  (Field  Road,  Bloxwich 
No.  2)  Clearance  Order,  1937 

_ 

1,490 

7 

20 

(40) 

The  Walsall  (Field  Road,  Bloxwich 
No.  3)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1 

3,996 

17 

77 

(41) 

The  Walsall  (Sandbank,  Bloxwich) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

1 

2,239 

42 

177 

(42) 

The  Walsall  (Blakenall  Heath  No. 

1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1 

1,680 

19 

64 

(43) 

The  Walsall  (Blakenall  Heath  No. 
2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1937  . 

1 

2,626 

14 

56 

(44) 

The  Walsall  (Blakenall  Heath  No. 
3)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

— 

934 

3 

10 

(45) 

The  Walsall  (Walker  Road  No.  1) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937) 

1 

1,560 

39 

163 

(46) 

The  Walsall  (Walker  Road  No.  2) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

_ 

567 

2 

10 

(47) 

The  Walsall  (Walker  Road  No.  3) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

2 

1,172 

9 

25 

(48) 

The  Walsall  (Walker  Road  No.  4) 
Clearance  Order,  1937 

— 

1,640 

5 

27 

58 


(49) 

Description. 

The  Walsall  (Foster  Street)  Com¬ 

Acreage 

Acres.  Sq.  yards. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

No.  of 
Persons 

(50) 

pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 

The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Road, 
Walsall)  Compulsory  Purchase 

1  218 

31 

112 

(51) 

Order,  1937 

The  Walsall  (Orlando  Street)  Clear¬ 

1,429 

7 

25 

(52) 

ance  Order,  1937 

The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Road, 
Bloxwich)  Compulsory  Purchase 

1,751 

14 

76 

(53) 

Order,  1937  . 

The  Walsall  (Well  Lane,  Blakenall) 

3,828 

19 

75 

(54) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 
The  Walsall  (Penkridge  Street  No. 

1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

4,368 

11 

51 

(55) 

1937  . 

The  Walsall  (Penkridge  Street  No. 

2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

173 

3 

6 

(56) 

1937  . 

The  Walsall  (Blue  Lane  West) 

4,312 

37 

164 

(57) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 
The  Walsall  (Hall  Street  No.  1) 

1  2,583 

50 

181 

(58) 

Clearance  Order,  1937 

The  Walsall  (Hall  Street  No.  2) 

118 

2 

8 

(59) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 
The  Walsall  (Vicarage  Terrace) 

1,220 

6 

24 

(60) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937 
The  Walsall  (Little  Newport  Street) 

2,192 

20 

67 

Area 

4,675 

50 

166 

*  No  Order  has  yet  been  made  with  respect  to  this  Area. 


Inquiries  by  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  held  during 
the  year,  viz.  : — 

On  the  26th  January,  1937,  by  H.  L.  Bloomfield,  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A., 
in  respect  of  five  Orders,  viz.  : — 

(a)  The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  2)  Clearance  Order,  1936. 

(b)  The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1936. 

( c )  The  Walsall  (Pinfold  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936. 

(d)  The  Walsall  (High  Street,  Bloxwich  No.  1)  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order,  1936. 

(e)  The  Walsall  (Upper  Navigation  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1936. 
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On  the  24th  April,  1937,  (a)  (b)  (c)  (d)  and  (e)  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health. 

On  the  4th  May,  1937,  by  M.  B.  Blackshaw,  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A.,  in 
respect  of  six  Orders,  viz.  : — 

(J)  The  Walsall  (High  Street,  Walsall)  Clearance  Order,  1937. 

(g)  The  Walsall  (Garden  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1937. 

(ti)  The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Order,  1937. 

(/)  The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Order,  1937. 

(j)  The  Walsall  (Coalpool)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937. 

(k)  The  Walsall  (West  Bromwich  Road)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1937. 

On  the  25th  August,  1937,  (/)  (g)  (h)  (i)  ( j )  and  (k)  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

On  the  21st  September,  1937,  by  S.  G.  Bulstrode,  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A., 
in  respect  of  38  Orders,  viz.  : — 

Nos.  1-37  inclusive,  and 

The  Walsall  (Chuckery  Road)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1937. 

At  this  Inquiry  adjournments  were  asked  for  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  for  the  following'  Orders,  either  wholly  or  in  part.  The 
adjournment  was  granted  by  the  Inspector  until  the  12th  October, 
1937,  viz.  : — 

Nos.  2,  4,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  18,  21,  24,  25,  28,  29,  30,  31, 
36  and  37. 

Nos.  6,  16  and  20  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the 
18th  January,  1938. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  19,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36  and  37  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  the  6th  May,  1938,  Nos.  9  and  33,  with  slight 
modifications. 

With  respect  to  Nos.  38-51  inclusive,  an  Inquiry  by  P.A.  Hopkins, 
Esq.,  O.B.E.,  F.R.I.B.A.,  was  held  on  the  8th  March,  1938. 

With  respect  to  Nos.  52-58  inclusive,  an  Inquiry  has  been  arranged 
for  the  21st  June,  1938. 
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CLOSING  ORDERS  ON  PARTS  OF  A  BUILDING 

In  24  cases  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  parts  of  a  building,  each 
part  comprising  a  dwelling  house. 

In  one  case,  viz.,  41  Wisemore,  a  Closing  Order  made  by  the 
Council  on  the  17th  February,  1936,  was  determined,  the  house  having 
been  rendered  fit  by  extensive  works  of  reconditioning  and  alteration. 

UNDERTAKINGS 

In  one  case,  viz.,  No.  back  44  Stafford  Street,  an  undertaking  was 
given  by  the  owner  that  works  would  be  carried  out  to  render  the 
house  fit  for  human  habitation. 

In  12  cases,  viz.  : — 

Colliery  House,  Fishley  Lane, 

No.  Rear  46  Eldon  Street, 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Highfield  Passage, 

No.  4  in  1  Court,  Narrow  Lane, 

Nos.  56,  57  Park  Road,  Bloxwich, 

Nos.  1  and  2  Hatherton  Works  Cottages,  Fryers  Road, 
Bloxwich, 

No.  33  Bate  Street, 

Undertakings  have  been  given  by  the  owners  that  the  houses  shall  not 
be  let  for  human  habitation  until  the  Authority  on  being  satisfied  that 
the  said  houses  have  been  made  fit  cancel  the  Undertakings. 


HOUSES  CLOSED  AND  DEMOLISHED 
Housing  Acts,  1930  to  1936 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Situation 

Date  of 

Demolition 

Order 

House 

Closed 

House 

Demolishedi 

25  Shortacre  Street 

15th  April,  1935 

29th  June,  1935 

31st  July,  192 

Rear  113  Church  Street, 

Bloxwich 

15th  July,  1935 

11th  Nov.,  1935 

8th  Feb.,  193 

Cottage  Farm  Cottage,  Skip 

Lane 

23rd  Sept.,  1935 

12th  Oct.,  1936 

2nd  Jan.,  193 

15  Barracks  Lane 

25th  Nov.,  1936 

28th  Jan.,  1937 

9th  Feb.,  193 
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Situation 

Date  of 

Demolition 

Order 

Railway  Cottage,  North  Street 

25th  Nov.,  1936  2 

22  Shortacre  Street 

15th  April,  1935 

23  do. 

do.  2 

4  do. 

20th  July,  1936  1 

5  do. 

do.  2 

59  do. 

do.  2 

60  do. 

do.  2 

62  do. 

do. 

63  do. 

do. 

64  do. 

do. 

65  do. 

do. 

66  do. 

do. 

67  do. 

do. 

Back  67  do. 

do. 

44  Upper  Forster  Street 

25th  Jan.,  1937 

45  do. 

do. 

24  Shortacre  Street 

20th  July,  1936 

89  Frederick  Street 

22nd  Feb.,  1937 

90  do. 

do. 

20  Pool  Street 

do. 

93B  Little  Bloxwich 

26th  April,  1937 

37  Brewer  Street 

do. 

39  do. 

do. 

1  Shortacre  Street 

25th  Nov.,  1936 

2  do. 

do. 

3  do. 

do. 

43  Birchills  Street 

30th  Dec.,  1936 

79  Blakenall  Heath 

do. 

142  Blakenall  Lane 

22nd  Mar.,  1937 

144  do. 

do. 

146  do. 

do. 

Ironworks  Cottage,  Old 

Birchills 

26th  April,  1937 

Mossley  Cottage,  Sneyd  Lane 

4th  Oct.,  1937 

Woodbine  Cottage,  Sneyd  Lan< 

;  do. 

Back  32  Portsea  Street 

do. 

The  Cottage,  Forest  Lane 

22nd  Mar.,  1937 

50  New  Street,  Walsall 

25th  Nov.,  1936 

51  do. 

do. 

Back  88  Hatherton  Street 

14th  Oct.,  1936 

Old  Fields,  Birchills  (Moor- 

house) 

30th  Dec.,  1936 

Old  Fields,  Birchills  (Roberts) 

do. 

House 
Closed 

1937 
9th  Nov.,  1935 


House 

Demolished 


do. 


do. 


1936 


do. 
do. 

24th  April,  1937 
do. 

15th  Sept.,  1937 
8th  May,  1937 
do. 

3rd  July,  1937 
16th  Sept.,  1937 
2nd  Aug.,  1937 
do. 

13th  Feb.,  1937 
do. 

26th  Feb.,  1937 
19th  Feb.,  1937 
25th  Sept.,  1937 
do. 
do. 

28th  Aug.,  1937 

16th  Sept.,  1937 
31st  Dec.,  1937 
4th  Dec.,  1937 
13th  Dec.,  1937 
7th  Aug.,  1937 
28th  Jan.,  1937 
do. 
do. 

!  28th  Aug.,  1937 
15th  July,  1937 


30th  Mar.,  1937 

31st  Mar.,  1937 

31st  July,  1937 

3rd  April,  1937 
do. 

30th  April,  1937 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

3rd  April,  1937 
do. 
do. 

30th  June,  1937 
do. 

30th  Sept.,  1937 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

31st  Dec.,  1937 
do. 
do. 
do. 

24th  Nov.,  1937 
do. 
do. 
do. 

13th  Oct.,  1937 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 


The  number  of  houses  closed  and  demolished  during  1937  by 
Orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is,  viz.  : — 

Closed  Demolished 


Individual  Unfits 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  and  Stafford  Street) 

Clearance  Order,  1935 

The  Walsall  (Ablewell  Street  No.  2)  Clearance 
Order,  1935 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Rushall  Street)  Clearance 

Order,  1935 

The  Walsall  (Red  Lion  Street)  Clearance  Order, 

1935 

The  Walsall  (Bank  Street  No.  1)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1935 

The  Walsall  (Birmingham  Street)  Clearance  Order, 

1936 

The  Walsall  (Temple  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1935 

The  Walsall  (Hill  Street  and  Temple  Street) 

Clearance  Order,  1936  .  . 

* 

The  Walsall  (Hill  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1935  . 

The  Walsall  (Balls  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Order, 
1936 

The  Walsall  (Balls  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Order, 
1936 

The  Walsall  (Intown  Row)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Bulls  Head  Yard)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  1)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  1)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936 


45 


2 

1 

1 

15 

1 

7 

2 

26 

4 

4 

9 

3 

2 

24 


36 

5 

4 


1 

20 


10 


36 

4 

4 

9 

3 


24 
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Closed  Demolished 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  3)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  1 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  4)  Com- 


pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936 

3 

2 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  2)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1936 

2 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  5)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936 

37 

40 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Rushall  Street)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

16 

15 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  2)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

14 

14 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  3)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

7 

7 

The  Walsall  (Wdsemore  No.  4)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  > 

2 

1 

The  Walsall  (Albert  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1936  . 

11 

11 

The  Walsall  (Birchills  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1936  . 

10 

The  Walsall  (Hospital  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1936  . 

11 

11 

The  Walsall  (Regent  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1936 

4 

— 

The  Walsall  (Sandwell  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1936  . 

9 

3 

The  Walsall  (Narrow  Lane)  Clearance  Order,  1936 

3 

2 

The  Walsall  (Newhall  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

3 

The  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

5 

The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  1)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

9 

12 

The  W  alsall  (Pinfold  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1936  .... 

12 

8 
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Closed  Demolished 

The  Walsall  (High  Street,  Bloxwich  No.  1)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  5  5 

The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  2)  Clearance  Order, 


1936 

4 

4 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Navigation  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

8 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  1)  Clearance  Area, 
1936  . 

7 

6 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.,  2)  Clearance  Area, 
1936  . 

3 

3 

The  Walsall  (Coalpool)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1937  . 

22 

16 

The  Walsall  (High  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1937  .  . 

4 

— 

The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  2)  Clearance 
Order,  1937  . 

5 

_ 

The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1937 

15 

_ 

The  Walsall  (Garden  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1937  . 

109 

25 

Totals 

487 

341 

Number  of  houses  for  which  official  representations  were  made  : — 

(a)  As  Individual  Unfits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

(b)  As  Parts  of  Buildings  for  Closing .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

( c )  In  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  890 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  950 


Number  of  demolition  orders  made  .  .  '  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  on  parts  of  buildings  .  .  .  .  24 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  Individual  Unfit  Houses  .  .  251 
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Number  of  persons  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas  : — 
The  Walsall  (Ablewell  Street  No.  2)  Clearance 

Order,  1935  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Rushall  Street)  Clearance 

Order,  1935  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

The  Walsall  (Red  Lion  Street)  Clearance  Order, 

1935  .  1 

The  Walsall  (Bank  Street  No.  1)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1935  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80 

The  Walsall  (Temple  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1935  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

The  Walsall  (Hill  Street  and  Temple  Street) 

Clearance  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

The  Walsall  (Hill  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1935  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109 

The  Walsall  (Balls  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Order, 

1936  .  27 

The  Walsall  (Balls  Street  No.  2),  Clearance  Order, 

1936  . .  ..  28 

The  Walsall  (Intown  Row)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

The  Walsall  (Bulls  Head  Yard)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 

Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  5 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  1)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  110 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  3)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  10 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  4)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  9 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  2)  Clearance 

Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

The  Walsall  (Lower  Rushall  Street  No.  5)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  216 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Rushall  Street)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  158 

The  Walsall  (Wisemorc  No.  2)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 
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The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  3)  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  4)  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Albert  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Birchills  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1936 
The  Walsall  (Hospital  Street)  Clearance  Order 
1936 

The  Walsall  (Regent  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1936 
The  Walsall  (Sandwell  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1936 
The  Walsall  (Narrow  Lane)  Clearance  Order,  1936 
The  Walsall  (Newhall  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  1)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Pinfold  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (High  Street,  Bloxwich  No.  1)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1936 
The  Walsall  (Elmore  Row  No.  2)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Upper  Navigation  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1936 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  1)  Clearance  Area, 

1936  . 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  2)  Clearance  Area, 

1936  . 

The  Walsall  (Coalpool)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1937  . 

The  Walsall  (High  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1937.  . 
The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  2)  Clearance 

Order,  1937  . 

The  Walsall  (Portland  Street  No.  1)  Clearance 

Order,  1937  . 

The  Walsall  (Garden  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1937 


32 

7 

48 

45 

60 

20 

43 

8 

8 

23 

39 

31 

32 
10 

46 

35 

19 

104 

15 

27 

77 

473 


Total  number  of  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses 


"\ 


f 


2,116 


..  2,367 
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PROGRESS  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS,  1930  AND  1936 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  1930  and  1936,  from  the  commencement  of  work  under  the 
Acts  in  November,  1930,  to  31st  December,  1937. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

i 

1936 

1937 

Totals 

Houses  represented — 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

2 

51 

63 

104 

147 

70 

35 

36 

508 

Parts  of  a  Building  for  Closing 

— 

— 

— 

7 

12 

32 

53 

24 

128 

In  Clearance  Areas 

179 

— 

— 

— 

204 

333 

519 

890 

2125 

Total  .  . 

181 

51 

63 

Ill 

363 

435 

607 

950 

2761 

Houses  closed — 

Tndividual  Unfit  Houses 

— 

5 

47 

30 

148 

122 

28 

45 

425 

Parts  of  a  Building  Closed  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

43 

56 

39 

150 

In  Clearance  Areas 

— 

— 

53 

81 

55 

224 

231 

442 

1086 

Total  .  . 

— 

5 

100 

111 

215 

389 

315 

526 

1661 

Houses  demolished — 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

2 

15 

32 

141 

141 

38 

36 

405 

In  Clearance  Areas 

— 

— 

— 

110 

58 

184 

238 

395 

985 

Total  .  . 

— 

2 

15 

142 

199 

325 

276 

431 

1390 

Demolition  Orders  made 

— 

44 

61 

105 

95 

65 

36 

25 

431 

Closing  Orders  made  on  Parts 

of  Buildings 

— 

—  . 

— 

5 

20 

17 

77 

24 

143 

Persons  displaced — 

From  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

and  Parts  of  Buildings  closed 

— 

31 

251 

182 

719 

809 

267 

251 

2510 

From  Clearance  Areas 

— 

— 

399 

403 

235 

975 

1053 

2116 

5181 

Total  .  . 

— 

31 

650 

585 

954 

1784 

1320 

2367 

7691 

HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


Since  the  date  of  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  to  the 
end  of  1937,  2,761  houses  have  been  represented  as  “unfit.”  950  of 
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these  houses  were  represented  during  the  year  1937 — the  largest 
number  of  houses  ever  represented  in  a  single  year  by  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  considerable  delay  in  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  Orders,  which  has  resulted  in  a  large  number  of  houses  having 
been  scheduled  for  demolition  but  no  action  being  taken  with  regard 
to  re-housing.  This  has  thrown  an  additional  strain  on  the  work  of  the 
department.  In  consequence  of  this  it  is  not  expected  that  representa¬ 
tions  of  “unfit”  houses  will  proceed  in  1938  at  the  same  rate  as  the  years 
1936  and  1937.  It  is,  however,  expected  that  500  houses  will  be 
represented  during  1938. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION  BY  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

During  the  year  the  Joint  Health  and  Housing  Sub-Committee 
made  outdoor  inspections  on  various  dates  of  all  Clearance  Areas 
represented  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  Health  Committee,  as  a 
result  of  a  resolution  passed  during  the  year,  now  inspect  all  properties 
represented  to  them  for  action  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  carried 
out  such  inspections  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 

NEW  HOUSES 

Mr.  M.  E.  Habershon,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  kindly 
furnished  information  as  to  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1937,  viz.  : — 


(«) 

Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ) 

1,167 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

783 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  and  Persons 

354 

(*) 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

783 

{a)  For  the  Purpose  of  the  Act  of  1925 
(Economic  Rents) 

149 

(■ b )  For  the  Purpose  of  the  Act  of  1930 

(State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts)  .  . 

634 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  “COUNCIL”  HOUSES 

Mr.  T.  P.  Rae,  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  submitted  the  following 
information  showing  the  number  of  Council  houses  completed  and 
let  in  the  Borough  of  Walsall  under  the  various  schemes,  as  at  31st 
December,  1937. 


Parlour 

Non-Parlour 

Totals 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Housing  Assisted  Scheme  (1919 

Act) 

124 

— 

— 

180 

6 

310 

„  1923/25  Act 

509 

50 

12 

3607 

29 

1 

4207 

„  1930  Act 

— 

144 

— 

1320 

218 

26 

1708 

„  1925  Act  (Economic  Rent) 

— 

3 

— 

562 

7 

— 

572 

Totals 

633 

197 

12 

i 

5669 

260 

26 

1 

6797 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

ABATEMENT  OF  OVERCROWDING 

APPOINTED  DAYS 

The  Minister  of  Health,  by  Order  dated  17th  fune,  1937,  fixed  the 
Appointed  Days  on  which  certain  provisions  of  the  Act  would  come 
into  operation  in  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall,  as  follows  : — 

1st  July,  1937. — Appointed  Day  for  the  purposes  of  Section  62  of 
the  Act,  which  provides  for  the  entry  in  rent  books  or  similar  docu¬ 
ments  used  in  relation  to  working-class  dwelling  houses,  of  a  summary 
of  certain  provisions  of  the  Act  in  the  prescribed  form  and  a  statement 
of  the  permitted  number  of  persons  for  the  house.  These  entries 
should  be  made  by  landlords  or  their  agents  by  1st  January,  1938. 

1st  January,  1938. — Appointed  Day  for  the  purposes  of  Sections 
6  (2),  59,  60  and  64  of  the  Act,  which  contain  provisions  as  to  offences 
in  relation  to  overcrowding.  After  this  date  the  creation  of  over¬ 
crowding,  subject  to  certain  special  exceptions,  will  be  an  offence. 

Landlords-  and  occupiers  of  dwelling  houses  were  notified  of  the 
dates  on  which  the  above-mentioned  Sections  of  the  Act  would 
come  into  operation  in  the  Borough,  by  means  of  public  notices  in  the 
local  press  and  displayed  bills.  A  pamphlet  which  gives  full  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  rights  and  duties  of  landlords  and  occupiers  under  the 
overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Act,  was  also  published. 


PERMITTED  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  FOR 
DWELLING  HOUSES 

Since  1st  July,  the  department  has  been  dealing  with  applications 
from  landlords  and  agents  for  the  permitted  number  of  persons  in 
respect  of  each  house  under  their  control. 
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At  31st  December,  all  applications  received  had  been  dealt  with, 
and  a  statement  giving  the  required  information  had  been  despatched 
to  each  applicant. 


PROGRESS  MADE  IN  THE  ABATEMENT  OF 

OVERCROWDING 

The  appended  table  shows  the  position  as  to  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough,  under  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Act,  on  three  dates  for 
which  totals  are  available,  and  indicates  the  progress  made  in  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  totals  at  1st  January,  1938,  are  based 
on  the  results  of  visits  made  to  the  1,093  recorded  cases  of  overcrowding 
which  were  disclosed  as  a  result  of  the  complete  survey  of  working- 
class  dwelling  houses  in  1936,  and  actually  represent  the  remainder  of 
those  cases  still  to  be  dealt  with. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
recorded  at  1st  January,  1938,  does  not  represent  the  total  in  existence 
at  that  date,  as  there  is  no  reliable  information  available  as  to  the 
amount  of  overcrowding  which  has  arisen  during  the  period  between 
the  complete  survey  in  1936  and  the  1st  January,  1938,  in  houses; 
which  were  not  overcrowded  at  the  time  of  the  survey. 


There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  appreciable  number  of 
fresh  cases  of  overcrowding  have  arisen  or  been  created  other  than 
those  on  record,  but  only  a  complete  survey  would  disclose  the  exact 
position  at  any  particular  time. 


The  principal  decrease  in  the  number  of  overcrowded  families  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  rehousing  has  been  proceeding  steadily  with  regard 
to  displacements  from  unfit  houses. 
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Number  of  Overcrowded  Families 


Families 

in 

Council 

houses 

Families  in 

other  houses 
(excluding 
“unfit”) 

Families 

in 

“unfit” 

houses 

Totals 

Totals  at  Preliminary  Survey 
(completed  March,  1936)  .  . 

519 

■ 

389 

383 

1,291 

Totals  at  Second  Survey — com¬ 
plete  inspection  of  all  working- 
class  dwelling  houses,  includ¬ 
ing  measurement  of  rooms 
(completed  December,  1936) 

516 

305 

272 

1,093 

Decrease 

3 

84 

111 

198 

Totals  at  the  Appointed  Day — 

1st  January,  1938 

396 

164 

133 

693 

No.  of  cases  in  which  overcrowd¬ 
ing  has  been  abated  during  the 
year  1937 

123 

145 

140 

408 

No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
notified  during  the  year  1937 

3 

4 

1 

8 

Net  decrease  in  number  of  over¬ 
crowded  families  from  Pre¬ 
liminary  Survey  to  the  Ap¬ 
pointed  Day — 1st  January,  1938 

123 

225 

250 

598 

Analysis  of  Families  where  Overcrowding  has  been  abated  during 

the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937 


Reason  for  Abatement 

Council 

Houses 

Other  Houses 
(excluding 
“unfit”) 

“Unfit” 

Houses 

Totals 

No.  of  Families  where  boarders 
or  members  of  the  family  have 
left  for  various  reasons  .  . 

73 

45 

20 

138 

No.  of  Families  provided  with,  or 
themselves  (mostly  sub-ten¬ 
ants)  having  found,  suitable 
alternative  accommodation 

50 

100 

120 

270 

Totals 

123 

145 

140 

408 
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HOUSES  SPECIFICALLY  BUILT  FOR  OVERCROWDED  CASES 

In  view  of  the  statement  included  in  the  report  to  the  Minister  as 
to  new  houses  required,  the  Council  in  June,  1936,  made  provision 
for  twenty  five-bedroomed  houses  and  seventy-three  four-bedroomed 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  rehousing  a  number  of  large-sized  families 
living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  and  application  was  made  to  the 
Minister  for  a  grant  with  respect  to  these  houses.  A  special  grant  for 
overcrowding  purposes  was  not  allowed  by  the  Minister,  and  the 
Council  were  advised  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  these  houses 
under  the  Housing  Acts  so  that  the  appropriate  grant  could  be  obtained 
under  the  provisions  with  respect  to  the  displacement  of  persons  from 
“unfit”  houses 

The  required  number  of  overcrowded  families  living  in  “unfit” 
houses  was  not  available  for  rehousing  in  these  93  houses  when  they 
were  ready  for  occupation.  The  bulk  of  the  houses  were  therefore  used 
to  accommodate  overcrowded  families  living  in  either  Council  houses 
or  other  houses  (excluding  “unfit”  houses).  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  Council  have  not  received  any  grant  with  respect  to  the 
rehousing  of  these  last-named  families. 

NUMBER  AND  TYPES  OF  NEW  HOUSES  REQUIRED 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  new  houses 
required  to  rehouse  the  overcrowded  families  recorded  at  the  Appointed 
Day— 1st  January,  1938 — without  taking  into  account  133  overcrowded 
families  living  in  houses  likely  to  be  dealt  with  as  “unfit.” 


No.  of 

1 

Yrsons  in 

Net  No. 

Family 

No.  of 

Types  of  Houses  Required 

of  Houses 

'including 

Families 

Required 

children) 

1 

2 

One-bedroom  and  one-living  room  type 

17 

2 

15 

3 

10 

Non-parlour  three-bedroom  type  with  a 

4 

17 

total  area  of  760  sq.  ft.  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

5 

16 

Non-parlour  three-bedroom  type  to  be 

vacated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  305 

Surplus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  262 

6 

32 

Non-parlour  three-bedroom  type  with  a 

total  area  of  850  sq.  ft.  .  . 

32 
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No.  of 

Persons  in 

Net  No 

Family 

No.  of 

Types  of  Houses  Required 

of  Housi 

(including 

Families 

Require 

children) 

7 

102 

Non-parlour  four-bedroom  type  with  a 

total  area  of  1,050  sq.  ft.  .  .  102 

Less  No.  of  four-bedroom  type  to  be 

vacated  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  60 

42 

8 

139 

Parlour  and  four-bedroom  type  with  a 

total  area  of  1,130  sq.  ft. 

139 

9 

102 

Parlour  and  four-bedroom  type  as  set  out 

in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  1539, 

para,  (e)  .  . 

102 

10 

66 

11 

39 

Larger  types  to  be  designed  according  to 

12 

13 

size  of  families,  as  set  out  in  above- 

13 

5 

mentioned  Circular 

125 

14 

2 

560 


Less  6  parlour  type  three-bedroom  houses  and  1  non-parlour  type  five- 
bedroom  house  which  will  become  vacant 

Net  total  to  be  provided 


457 


450 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  analysis  that  the  main  requirement 
as  regards  new  houses  to  abate  overcrowding  is  the  provision  of 
houses  of  the  four  and  five  bedroom  types. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915. 

Milk  Supplies,  Inspection  of  Milking  Cows. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Buckingham,  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
Veteiinarv  Depaitment  Staff,  carries  out  the  Quarterly  Inspections  of 
daii\  cattle  in  the  Borough  and  supplies  the  necessary  certificate  to  the 
two  producers  of  “Accredited”  milk. 

From  the  Quarterly  Inspection  Reports  it  is  evident  that  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  condition  of  the  cows  composing  the  herds  is  up  to  standard _ 

m  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  any  action  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds. 

During  the  year  ten  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  cultural  examina¬ 
tions.  In  three  cases  streptococci  were  isolated  from  the  cultures. 
This  organism  is  the  causal  agent  of  “Mastitis”  or  “Garget,”  and 
instructions  were  given  to  the  farmers  concerned  to  withhold  the  sale 
of  milk  from  these  individual  cases. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  visit  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  Borough 
for  ascertaining  if  the  requirements  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926,  are  being  observed  ;  the  cowsheds  are  limed  at  least  twice  during 
the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Eighty-two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  viz.  20  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  3  “Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified),”  2  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised),”  21  “Accredited,” 
23  “Pasteurised,”  and  13  “Loose”  milks. 

The  prescribed  conditions  were  complied  with  in  13  “Tuberculin 
Tested,”  the  2  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised),”  the  3  “Tuberculin 
Tested  (Certified),”  16  “Accredited,”  17  “Pasteurised,”  and  6  of  the 
“Loose”  samples. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  all  the  samples  which  did 
not  comply  with  the  required  standards  : — 


No. 

of 

Sample 

Designation 

Nature  of  test  carried  out 

No.  of 
organisms 
per  1  c.c. 

Presence  or  absence  of 
B.coli  in  1 /100th  md. 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

2 

“Loose”  milk 

668,000 

Present 

— 

3 

“Loose”  milk 

250,300 

Present 

— 

4 

“Loose”  milk 

1,056,000 

Present 

— 

5 

“Loose”  milk 

864,000 

Present 

— 

7 

“Loose”  milk 

— 

Present 

Passed 

8 

“Loose”  milk 

— 

Absent 

Failed 

10 

“Loose”  milk 

— 

Present 

Failed 

22 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

Absent 

Failed 

26 

“Pasteurised” 

976,000 

— 

— 

27 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

30 

“Accredited” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

32 

“Pasteurised” 

136,000 

— 

— 

35 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

Present 

Passed 

37 

“Pasteurised” 

448,000 

— 

— 

38 

“Accredited” 

Present 

— 

45 

“Tuberculin  'Tested” 

— 

Present 

Passed 

48 

“Pasteurised” 

13,520 

Present 

— 

49 

“Accredited” 

— 

Present 

Passed 

52 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

Present 

Passed 

53 

“Pasteurised” 

153,100 

— 

— 

61 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

62 

“Accredited” 

— 

Present 

Passed 

70 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

77 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

78 

“Accredited” 

— 

Present 

Failed 

79 

“Pasteurised” 

137,100 

— 

— 

Included  in  the  above  are  samples  purchased  from  dairymen  in 
this  Borough  following  receipt  of  adverse  reports  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Stafford.  These  reports  were  as  follows  : — 


Designation 

Nature  of  tests  carried  out  by  Notifying  Authority 

No.  of 
organisms 
per  1  c.c. 

Presence  or  absence  of 
B.coli  in  1 /100th  m.l. 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

“Pasteurised” 

36,800 

Present 

— 

Undesignated 

— 

Present 

Failed 

“Pasteurised” 

406,000 

Present 

— 

“'Tuberculin  Tested” 

— 

— 

Failed 

Undesignated 

— 

Present 

— 

“Pasteurised” 

156,000 

— 
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The  attention  of  the  respective  vendors  was  drawn  to  the  adverse 
reports  on  these  samples,  and  they  were  advised  to  take  steps  to  discover 
and  remedy  the  cause  if  due  to  any  fault  of  their  own  or  to  arrange 
with  their  producers  to  do  so  if  the  latter  were  responsible.  The  bottling 
establishments  have  been  visited  regularly  and  the  arrangements  for 
washing  and  sterilising  of  bottles  and  methods  of  bottling  inspected. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk. 

Two  samples  of  “Pasteurised”  milk  were  taken  by  the  Sampling 
Officer  and  submitted  for  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Both 
samples  were  reported  to  be  negative. 

During  the  year  the  Veterinary  Inspector  made  140  Herd  Inspections 
and  made  individual  examinations  of  993  cows  in  milk  and  153  dry  cows. 
The  following  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  bacteri¬ 
ological  examinations  : — 

Milk  for  direct  film  examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Sputa  for  direct  film  examination  .  .  .  .  10 

Milk  for  single  biological  test  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Milk  for  bulk  biological  test  .  .  .  .  .  .  79 

One  single  biological  test  was  positive,  as  were  one  direct  film  of 
milk  and  three  direct  films  of  sputa.  The  five  cows  affected  by  these 
samples  were  slaughtered  under  The  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

The  “Group  Bulk”  system  is  a  new  departure  in  biological  examina¬ 
tions  for  tuberculosis.  The  Veterinary  Inspector  during  the  course 
of  his  clinical  examination  takes  a  composite  sample  from  all  the 
milking  cows  in  the  herd,  except  those  he  has  sampled  individually  or 
is  slaughtering.  These  bulk  samples  are  centrifuged  and  the  sediments 
from  three  or  more  farm  samples  are  injected  into  one  guinea  pig. 
Thus  if  anything  is  missed  during  clinical  examination  it  automatically 
appears  in  four  to  six  weeks  and  the  herds  are  immediately  re-examined. 

Phosphatase  Test. 

This  test  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  pasteurising  process 
has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily.  An  unsatisfactory  sample  may  be 
caused  by  one  or  more  of  the  following,  viz.  : — (a)  the  temperature  of 
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pasteurisation  has  been  too  low,  (b)  the  duration  of  heating  at  the 
pasteurisation  temperature  has  been  too  short,  and  (c)  raw  milk  has 
been  added  to  the  pasteurised  milk. 

Sixteen  samples  of  milk,  viz.,  one  “Loose”  milk  and  15  “Pasteurised” 
milks,  were  submitted  for  examination.  The  “Loose”  milk  and  two  of 
the  “Pasteurised”  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed  con¬ 
ditions.  In  one  case  the  sample  was  obtained  from  a  vendor  whose 
pasteurising  plant  is  outside  the  Borough;  a  report  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  Authority  concerned.  The  remaining  13  samples  complied  with 
the  prescribed  conditions.  All  of  the  pasteurising  plants  in  the  Borough 
are  under  regular  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Fifty-one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  carcases  were 
inspected  at  time  of  slaughter.  The  carcases  examined  during  1934, 
1935,  and  1936,  were  48,500,  51,343,  and  60,173  respectively. 

One  slaughterhouse  where  a  large  number  of  pigs  were  slaughtered 
annually  was  closed  and  demolished  during  the  year. 

Particulars  as  to  unwholesome  food  destroyed  will  be  found  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  all  premises  where  the  preparation, 
storage  or  sale  of  food  is  carried  on.  These  include  slaughterhouses, 
wholesale  meat  stores,  butchers’  shops,  fishmongers,  hshfriers,  bake¬ 
houses,  confectioners,  greengrocers,  grocers,  cowsheds,  dairies,  milk- 
shops,  and  the  retail  markets  held  twice  weekly. 

ADULTERATION 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  analysis.  The  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 
1923  and  1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations, 
1925  and  1927,  were  found  to  be  complied  with  in  217  of  the  samples. 
Seven  samples  of  milk  were  reported  to  be  deficient  in  fat.  W  ith 
respect  to  five  of  these  samples,  which  had  deficiencies  of  fat  3.33° 0, 
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8.33%,  8.33%,  5.00%  and  6.66%,  it  was  decided,  as  these  were  all  of 
“Accommodation”  milk  taken  at  the  request  of  the  consignee,  that  no 
further  action  be  taken,  as  the  matter  was  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Authorities  where  the  milk  was  produced  and  sold.  The  two 
remaining  samples  had  deficiencies  in  the  fat  content  of  3.33%  and 
4.35%.  The  cases  were  reported  to  Committee  and  the  vendors  were 
cautioned.  In  both  cases  further  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  FOOD 

Chemical  examination  of  food  is  made  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson, 
A.R.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst,  at  his  Laboratory,  Kelvin  Chambers, 
Lichfield  Street,  Walsall. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  food  is  made  at  the  University 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  10  Great  Charles  Street,  Birmingham. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


MATERNITY  HOSPITALS 


At  both  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Bloxwich,  and  at  the  Manor 
Hospital  another  very  busy  year  has  been  experienced;  at  the  Maternity 
Hospital  there  were  279  confinements  and  at  the  Manor  Hospital  323. 
The  demand  for  admission  to  both  hospitals  shows  no  falling  off,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  Maternity  Block  at  the  Manor  Hospital 
is  at  last  under  construction,  and  should  be  ready  for  use  early  in  1939. 


The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  the  number  of  confine¬ 
ments  taking  place  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  during  the  last 
ten  years. 


1928 

•  • 

124 

1933 

553 

1929 

.  . 

169 

1934 

615 

1930 

•  • 

413 

1935 

699 

1931 

•  • 

436 

1936 

758 

1932 

526 

1937 

768 

Thus,  in  the  year  1937,  768  births,  or  40.2%  of  the  total,  occurred 
either  in  Hospitals  or  in  private  nursing  homes. 
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Table  showing  particulars  of  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Maternity 
Block,  Manor  Hospital,  and  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Bloxwich 


Details  of  Cases 

Manor 

Hospital 

Maternity 

Hospital 

Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1937 

323 

279 

Average  duration  of  stay 

12.0  days 

13.5  days 

No.  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives 

298 

217 

(b)  Doctors 

25 

62 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was 

sought  by  a  midwife  in  emergency 

113 

63 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Nil. 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . 

1 

1 

No.  of  Cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum 

Nil. 

Nil. 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  while  in  the 

Institution 

13 

23 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum  .  . 

1 

Nil. 

No.  of  Maternal  Deaths 

4 

1 

No.  of  deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn 

12 

15 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth  and  their  causes, 
and  the  results  of  the  post-mortem  exam- 

ination,  if  obtainable 

f  10 

*  4 

t  7  died  from  Premature  Birth,  1  from  Convulsions,  1  from  Congenital  Heart  Disease, 
and  1  from  injury  at  birth. 

*  1  died  from  Convulsions,  1  from  Asphyxia  Neonatorum,  1  from  Congenital  Debility, 
and  1  from  injury  at  birth. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  now  in  Walsall  two  combined  Maternity  and  Nursing 
Homes  and  one  Maternity  Home.  All  these  premises  are  registered 
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under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Exemptions,  as  provided  for 
under  Section  192  of  the  Act,  were  granted  to  our  own  Hospitals,  and 
the  Walsall  General  Hospital. 

DISTRICT  MIDWIFERY 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Municipal  Midwifery  Service 

The  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  Municipal  Midwifery  Service 
under  the  above  Act,  after  receiving  the  approval  of  the  general  practi¬ 
tioners  and  the  midwives  in  the  Borough,  was  confirmed  by  the  Borough 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Ministrv  of  Health. 

The  Midwifery  Service  came  into  being  on  1st  July,  1937,  eleven 
midwives  being  appointed,  all  of  whom  took  up  their  duties  on  that 
date.  Ten  of  the  midwives  appointed  had  formerly  practised  in  Walsall, 
the  other  being  a  midwife  employed  in  the  Municipal  Hospital.  It  had 
been  the  intention  to  appoint  14  midwives,  but,  as  two  of  the  midwives, 
who  had  the  largest  private  practices  in  the  Borough,  conducting  as 
they  did  an  average  of  over  500  cases  annually  between  them,  did  not 
apply  for  appointments  under  the  scheme,  it  was  decided  to  appoint 
only  1 1  midwives  to  start  with. 

Three  midwives  were  retired  compulsorily  under  Sec.  5  (2)  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936,  they  having  been  required  by  the  Local  Authority 
to  surrender  their  certificates  on  the  grounds  that  they  were  “incapable 
by  reason  of  age  or  infirmity  of  body  or  mind  of  efficiently  performing 
their  duties  as  midwives.”  By  way  of  compensation  a  sum  equal  to 
five  times  the  average  net  emoluments  derived  from  their  practices 
during  the  previous  three  years  was  paid,  the  total  sum  paid  to  the 
three  midwives  being  approximately  £1,092. 

In  addition,  two  midwives  voluntarily  surrendered  their  certificates, 
one  in  October,  and  the  other  at  31st  December.  By  way  of  compensa¬ 
tion  approximately  £1,162  was  paid  to  the  two  midwives,  this  being  a 
sum  equal  to  three  times  the  average  net  annual  emoluments  derived 
from  their  practices  (Sec.  5  (1)). 

During  the  six  months  the  scheme  has  been  in  force  the  municipal 
midwives  conducted  270  cases  in  the  district,  227  as  midwives  and  43 
as  maternity  nurses.  In  addition,  the  municipal  midwives  have  accepted 
the  responsibility  of  supervising  all  women  who,  for  any  cause,  failed 
to  remain  in  hospital  for  a  period  of  14  days  after  their  accouchement, 
and  have  also  taken  over  cases  from  private  midwives  who  for  any 
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purpose  have  had  to  be  suspended  from  practice. 

We  have  on  previous  occasions  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  no  power  to  limit  the  number  of  cases  which  a  midwife  engaged 
in  private  practice  may  handle,  and  the  success  of  the  municipal  scheme 
is  bound,  in  its  early  days  at  least,  to  be  handicapped  by  this  factor. 
One  midwife  in  private  practice  conducted  over  290  confinements, 
another  over  230.  This  not  only  means  the  actual  delivery,  but 
attendance  on  the  mother  and  child  for  a  minimum  period  of  14  days 
afterwards.  No  municipal  midwife  is  allowed,  in  the  interests  of  her 
patients,  to  undertake  more  than  a  maximum  of  100  cases  per  annum, 
and  every  endeavour,  having  due  regard  to  the  patients  choice  of 
midwife,  is  made  to  fix  a  limit  of  80  cases,  a  number  which  enables  the 
midwife  to  give  every  possible  care  and  attention  to  her  patients. 


Table  showing  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 

and  cases  attended  during  1937 


Domiciliary 

Midwives  in 

Midwives 

Institutions 

Totals 

No.  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 

at  the  end  of  1937 — 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council 

11 

16 

27 

(b)  In  private  practice 

20 

20 

31 

16 

47 

Domiciliary 

Cases  in 

No.  of  cases  in  the  Borough  attended  by 

Cases 

Institutions 

Totals 

Mid  wives — 

{a)  Employed  by  the  Council — 

742 

(i)  As  Midwives  .  . 

227 

515 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

43 

87 

130 

(b)  In  private  practice — 

948 

(i)  As  Mid  wives  .  . 

948 

— 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

227 

— 

227 

r  (i)  As  Midwives 

1,175 

515 

1,690 

°TALS  l  (ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

270 

87 

357 

1  1,445 

602 

;  2,047 
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Payment  of  Midwives’  Fees 

Upon  the  inception  of  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service  on  the 
1st  July,  the  scheme  for  the  payment  of  midwives’  fees  in  necessitous 
cases  was  discontinued.  A  patient  who  is  unable  to  pay  the  full  fee  is 
offered  the  services  of  a  Municipal  midwife,  payment  being  made 
according  to  the  income  of  the  family. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  fee  of  30/-  was  paid  to 
private  mid  wives  in  respect  of  14  cases,  and  in  one  case  10/-  was  paid. 


Midwives  Acts,  1902 — 1926 

Midwives’  Inspections,  etc. 

No.  of  Midwives  on  Register — Trained  .  .  52 

Untrained  .  .  2 

No.  of  Visits  to  Midwives  Inspections  .  .  129 

Interviews  .  .  294 

Puerperal  Fever  notified 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified 

9  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

4  cases  proved  fatal 
Midwives  disinfected 


Total 

54 


423 

3 

7 


6 


Midwives’  Notifications 


Medical 

Help 

_c 

+-» 

U 

C/3 

Death 

of 

Child 

Intention 

.  to 

Practice 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection 

Laying 

out  a 

dead 

body 

Proposed 

Artificial 

Feeding 

Change 

of 

Address 

Death 

of 

Mother 

Change 

of 

Name 

389 

19 

5 

54 

7 

2 

20 

5 

~ 

1 

Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Midwives 


Pregnancy. 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Toxaemias  (unclassified)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Albuminuria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Contracted  Pelvis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Malpresentation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 


46 
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Labour. 

Ante,  and  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Ruptured  Perinaeum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101 

Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Malpresentation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 
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PUERPERIUM. 

Rise  of  Temperature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Mastitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

22 


Infant. 

Inflammation  of,  or  discharge  from  Eyes  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Serious  Skin  Eruption  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Convulsions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  eight  deaths  due  directly  to  childbirth  during  the  year, 
the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  This  represents  a  maternal 
death  rate  of  4.04  as  compared  with  3.23  for  England  and  Wales.  In 
1936  the  rates  were  Walsall  3.9,  England  and  Wales  3.8. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  four  from  diseases 
associated  with  childbirth,  the  causes  of  death  being,  respectively  : — 

1.  Cardiac  embolism,  11  days  after  childbirth. 

2.  Concealed  accidental  haemorrhage. 

3.  Pulmonary  embolism,  pyelitis. 

4.  Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  following  intrapartum  eclampsia. 
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The  following  are  the  death  rates  for  the  last  10  years 


1928  . . 

.  .  3.9 

1933  . . 

.  .  0.5 

1929 

.  .  5.0 

1934 

.  .  1.5 

1930 

.  .  5.3 

1935  . . 

.  .  3.8 

1931  . . 

.  .  2.9 

1936 

.  .  3.9 

1932  . . 

.  .  4.3 

1937  . . 

.  .  4.0 

Under  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  came  into 
force  on  October  1st,  1926,  whereby  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a 
woman  within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a 
temperature  of  100.4F.  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period 
of  24  hours,  etc.,  has  to  be  notified  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  7  cases 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Maslen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  is  the  Consultant  under  the 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  regulations,  and  his  services  are  available  when 
required. 

Of  the  1,978  births  notified  during  the  year,  1,464  or  74.0  per  cent, 
were  conducted  by  Midwives  alone.  226  medical  help  forms  were 
received  from  Midwives  in  respect  of  labour  complications;  of  that 
number,  55,  or  24.3  per  cent.,  were  in  respect  of  prolonged  and  difficult 
labour,  and  101,  or  44.7  per  cent.,  in  respect  of  ruptured  perinaeum. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

The  number  of  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  again  shows 
an  increase.  At  Pool  Street  the  average  attendance  at  each  of  the  two 
weekly  sessions  was  13  with  an  average  of  six  new  mothers  per  week. 
At  Field  Road,  where  an  average  of  five  new  mothers  are  seen  per  week, 
the  average  attendance  per  session  was  12.  At  Milton  Street  and  at 
Ida  Road,  at  both  of  which  clinics  weekly  sessions  have  been  held  since 
September,  1937,  the  average  attendances  per  session  were  17  and  12 
respectively.  At  the  Manor  Hospital,  two  ante-natal  sessions  are  held 
weekly,  so  that  there  is  now  a  total  of  eight  ante-natal  sessions  in  the 
Borough  each  week. 

The  evening  sessions  at  both  Field  Road  and  Pool  Street  continue 
to  be  well  attended.  Quite  a  large  number  of  expectant  mothers  find 
it  more  convenient  to  attend  in  the  evenings  than  in  the  mornings. 
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During  the  year  823  expectant  mothers  attended  the  extern  clinics 
as  against  643  in  1936,  and  281  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  at  the 
Manor  Hospital,  139  being  referred  from  the  extern  clinics. 

3,361  medical  examinations  were  made  at  the  extern  clinics  and 
1,914  at  the  Manor  Hospital. 

To  ensure  that  every  expectant  mother  may  have  at  least  one  medical 
examination  during  her  pregnancy,  arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby  any  expectant  mother  who  does  not  wish  to  attend  an  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  for  examination  may  be  examined  by  her  own  doctor.  The 
midwife  makes  arrangements  direct  with  the  doctor  and  attends  if 
possible  with  her  patient.  The  doctor  sends  his  report  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  possible  after  his  examination,  and  the 
findings  and  recommendations  of  the  doctor  are  communicated  to  the 
midwife.  A  fee  of  5/-  is  paid  to  the  doctor  for  his  examination  and 
report. 

Similarly,  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics,  and 
in  whom  any  condition  is  present  likely  to  necessitate  the  attendance 
of  a  doctor  at  the  confinement  or  calling  for  treatment  during  preg¬ 
nancy,  are  referred  to  their  own  doctors. 

Under  these  arrangements  48  medical  examinations  were  carried 
out  by  doctors. 

The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  at  the  various  Clinics 
is  as  follows 


Ida 

Road 

Pool 

Street 

Field 

Road 

Milton 

Street 

Total 

New  Cases 

106 

307 

271 

139 

823 

Total  Attendances 

391 

1211 

1248 

513 

3363 

Medically  Examined 

391 

1210 

1248 

512 

3361 

Summary  of  Cases  in  which  some  Abnormality  has  been  found. 


1.  Albuminuria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

2.  Purulent  Discharge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Referred  to  Hospital  or  own  Doctor  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 
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3.  Contracted  Pelvis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

4.  Malpresentations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Righted  at  subsequent  attendance  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

5.  Varicose  Veins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Requiring  bandages  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

6.  Heart  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


We  appreciate  the  co-operation  of  the  private  Medical  Practitioner 
and  Midwives,  which  greatly  assists  us  in  our  work. 

All  cases  attending  the  Ante-Natal  clinics  requiring  medical  treat¬ 
ment  are  referred  through  the  midwife  to  their  own  doctor  or  to  hospital. 

Cases  requiring  special  care  were  referred  by  letter  to  the  medical 
practitioners  and  midwives  who  were  engaged  to  attend  them. 

We  again  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help  for  their  help 
throughout  the  year,  also  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  Overton  who  has  again 
assisted  us  through  various  ex-service  funds  to  obtain  medical  requisites 
and  to  provide  extra  nourishment  in  necessitous  cases. 

We  are  still  without  adequate  provision  for  dental  treatment  for  our 
mothers.  During  1937,  129  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
dental  sepsis  and  were  referred  either  to  their  dentist  or  to  hospital 
for  treatment. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

During  the  year  there  were  1,912  births  (1,862  legitimate  and  50 
illegitimate).  There  were  109  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  one 
of  whom  was  illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  Rate  of  legitimate  births  was  58.00  per  1,000  births, 
whilst  that  of  illegitimate  births  was  20.00,  giving  a  total  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  of  57.01  as  compared  with  a  rate  of 
61.48  for  1936. 

This  is  the  lowest  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  yet  recorded  in  Walsall, 
and  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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There  were  three  deaths  due  to  Measles,  against  none  last  year. 


Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  21  deaths  or  19.3  per  cent, 
of  the  total  infant  deaths,  and  Diarrhoea  for  12,  or  11.0  per  cent. 


Prematurity  accounted  for  23  deaths,  or  21.1  per  cent.,  whilst 
Congenital  Defects  and  Deaths  arising  from  Congenital  Debility  and 
wasting  accounted  for  25,  or  22.9  per  cent,  of  the  total. 


35  babies,  one  third  of  the  total,  died  within  one  week  of  birth,  17 
of  these  from  Prematurity,  and  48  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  birth 
(44.0  per  cent.). 


Each  year  we  have  to  record  a  very  high  percentage  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  first  week  of  life  and  during  the  first  four  weeks,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

in  Children 

No.  of  Deaths 

in  Children 

under  1  year 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deat  hs 

No.  of 

under  1  vear 

under  1  year 

due  to 

from  all  causes 

from  all  causes 

Year 

Births 

of  age 

due  to 

Atrophy, 

under  the  age 

under  the  age 

Prematurity 

Debility  and 

of  1  month 

of  1  week 

Marasmus 

1924 

2356 

184 

57 

50 

103 

59 

1925 

2257 

260 

42 

46 

86 

46 

1926 

2154 

180 

49 

36 

101 

60 

1927 

2125 

205 

54 

32 

88 

62 

1928 

2031 

187 

58 

40 

105 

73 

1929 

1979 

198 

51 

27 

79 

52 

1930 

2058 

142 

40 

13 

73 

48 

1931 

2034 

150 

47 

12 

70 

47 

1932 

2005 

146 

41 

19 

69 

48 

1933 

1883 

167 

58 

19 

86 

61 

1934 

1902 

131 

39 

12 

66 

45 

1935 

2004 

135 

38 

9 

74 

51 

1936 

1968 

121 

39 

14 

57 

40 

1937 

1912 

109 

23 

7 

48 

35 

Harden  has  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  Rate  with  29.2  deaths  per 
1,000  births,  Paddock  next  with  32.3,  followed  by  Palfrey  (39.5), 
Bloxwich  (39.8),  Pleck  (52.8),  Bridge  and  Birchills  (66.7),  Caldmore 
(73.2)  and  Leamore  (99.3).  The  rate  is  highest  in  Hatherton  Ward, 
where  it  is  100.7  per  1,000  births. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the 
position  of  the  various  wards,  in  so  far  as  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
is  concerned,  is  almost  completely  reversed.  Twelve  months  ago 
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Harden  had  the  highest  infantile  mortality  rate  and  Leamore  the 
lowest.  Too  much  stress  should  not  be  laid  upon  these  rates,  as  the 
figures  governing  them  are  too  small  to  be  of  any  statistical  value. 

Of  the  109  infant  deaths,  33  or  30%  were  first  babies,  but  only  19 
of  their  mothers  had  received  any  ante-natal  advice  or  supervision 
during  their  pregnancies,  14  having  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  and 
5  their  own  doctors. 

Prematurity  was  the  cause  of  death  in  23  cases,  or  21  per  cent,  of 
the  109  babies,  8  of  these  being  first  babies.  Seven  twins  died  before 
they  reached  their  first  birthday,  5  from  prematurity,  1  each  from 
broncho-pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 

48  babies  died  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  35  of  those  dying 
within  the  first  week,  i.e.,  of  the  1,912  babies  born  during  the  year  the 
neo-natal  death  rate  per  1,000  births  was  25.1,  as  against  28.9  in  the 
previous  year. 


INFANT  FEEDING 

Infant  Feeding. — When  first  visited,  1,292  infants  were  entirely 
breast  fed,  257  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  184  artificially  fed. 

Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows  : — 

First  Visit — 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  224  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  195  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  7  babies. 

Other  Patent  Foods  were  being  given  to  15  babies. 

Whilst  on  Re-visit — 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  229  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  196  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  9  babies. 

Other  Patent  Foods  were  being  given  to  29  babies. 

On  the  first  re-visits,  1,237  were  reported  to  be  entirely  breast  fed. 

14  infants  died  before  being  re-visited,  and  19  had  left  the  Borough 
or  could  not  be  traced. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Welfare  Centres  have  again  been 
large,  the  total  attendances  at  the  five  Centres  being  33,547,  as  against 
30,212  in  1936.  1,379  new  babies  have  been  registered,  as  against 

1,453  during  1936. 

The  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centres  have  been  maintained,  and 
all  have  experienced  a  busy  year. 

At  Field  Road  the  average  attendance  per  session  of  infants  and 
toddlers  throughout  the  year  has  been  57,  at  Ida  Road  66,  at  Pool 
Street  65,  at  Milton  Street  63,  and  at  Littleton  Street  55.  There  are 
three  weekly  sessions  at  Field  Road  and  two  at  the  other  centres. 

1,151  infants  under  12  months  (representing  approximately  58  per 
cent,  of  the  total  children  born)  attended  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  year,  and  228  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  also 
attended  for  the  first  time. 

We  desire  to  again  thank  the  members  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Voluntary  Association  for  the  great  help  they  have  given  us  during  the 
year,  particularly  those  ladies  who  so  willingly  give  of  their  time  and 
their  services  at  the  Welfare  Centres.  We  would  also  thank  the  Ladies 
Institution,  through  Miss  Hill,  their  representative  on  the  Voluntary 
Association,  for  their  handsome  gift  of  money  whereby  the  Association 
can  provide  so  many  of  the  poorer  families  with  cod  liver  oil,  etc., 
free  of  cost. 


Attendances  Registered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Under 

6- 

-12 

1- 

-2 

2- 

-5 

New 

Centre 

6  months 

months 

years 

years 

Total 

Cases 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

ool  St.  .  . 

2154 

1119 

1380 

589 

1139 

448 

1767 

468 

6440 

2624 

265 

ield  Rd.  .  . 

2632 

1551 

1793 

842 

1565 

645 

2725 

923 

8715 

3961 

382 

.ittleton  St. 

1674 

1170 

1094 

618 

992 

472 

1815 

629 

5575 

2889 

249 

Tilton  St. 

2105 

1264 

1324 

569 

1079 

415 

1769 

538 

6277 

2786 

295 

da  Rd. 

2204 

1148 

1544 

585 

1271 

331 

1521 

364 

6540 

2428 

188 

Total 

10769 

6252 

7135 

3203 

6046 

2311 

9597 

2922 

33547 

14688 

1379 

A. — Number  of  Attendances.  M— Number  Medically  Examined. 
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Toddlers’  Clinic 

The  special  clinic  for  toddlers  had  been  functioning  for  only  a  few 
months  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  sufficiently  long  to  show  that  a  real 
want  in  the  health  services  has  been  met.  The  medical  examination  of 
toddlers  is  made  by  appointment  only,  and  the  response  on  the  part  of 
the  mothers  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  The  following  report  has 
been  prepared  by  Dr.  N.  V.  Hepple,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
clinic  : — 

“One  of  the  problems  which  has  caused  increasing  concern  in  recent 
years  to  those  who  are  interested  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work 
is  that  of  ensuring  adequate  supervision  of  children  during  the  “toddler” 
stage,  that  is,  during  those  important  formative  years  between  the  ages 
of  one  and  five  years. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  doing  increasingly 
useful  work  among  mothers  of  young  babies,  and  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  a  good  degree  of  supervision  is  being  exercised  over  the 
young  child.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
obvious  throughout  the  country  that  the  same  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  does  not  exist  with  regard  to  the  toddler.  Even  parents  who 
bring  their  children  to  the  Welfare  centres  regularly  are  very  apt  to 
assume  that  all  will  be  well  with  the  child  when  it  has  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  months,  and  to  cease  their  attendance. 

During  the  year  1937,  for  example,  out  of  a  total  of  3,229  individual 
children  who  attended  the  Welfare  centres  in  Walsall  only  2,094  were 
children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  estimated  population  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years 
for  Walsall  is  approximately  7,400,  it  is  evident  that  the  state  of  affairs  is 
far  from  satisfactory. 

In  an  attempt  to  fill  this  gap  in  the  health  services  of  the  community, 
the  Health  Committee  decided  to  open  a  Toddlers’  Clinic  for  the 
routine  medical  inspection  of  these  children. 

The  clinic  began  work  on  September  18th,  1937,  and  although  it  is 
perhaps  too  early  to  give  a  dogmatic  assurance  of  its  success,  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the  response  so  far  has  been  very  satisfactory 
indeed.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  appended  tables,  out  of  210  children  I 
invited  to  attend,  170,  or  81  per  cent,  responded. 
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A  letter  is  sent  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  each  parent 
individually,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  child’s  birthday,  reminding 
them  of  the  age  of  the  child  and  inviting  them  to  bring  the  child  at  a 
specified  time  to  the  Welfare  Centre  for  medical  examination.  This 
ensures  that  there  is  no  unnecessary  delay  when  the  child  arrives  at  the 
clinic,  as  it  can  be  undressed,  weighed,  and  examined  immediately. 

The  Toddlers’  Clinic  is  held  on  Saturday  mornings,  and  has  been 
established  on  a  peripatetic  basis.  This  has  been  found  by  experience 
to  be  the  most  satisfactory  method,  as  it  means  that  the  children  and 
parents  are  able  to  attend  the  Welfare  Centre  in  their  own  district,  and 
thus  have  no  unnecessary  travelling  to  do. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year  1937. 


Table  I 


Number  of  children  sent  for 

#  . 

•  •  •  • 

210 

Number  of  children  examined 

•  • 

•  »  •  • 

170 

Percentage  of  invitations  accepted 

•  • 

•  •  •  * 

81 

Table  2 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  children  inspected 

89 

81 

170 

Number  found  defective 

56 

45 

101 

Incidence  of  defects 

62.9% 

55.5% 

59.4% 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  abnormal  conditions  found  : — 


Table  3 

Unsatisfactory  general  condition 
Advice  regarding  management 
Defects  of 

Skin  and  connective  tissues 
Teeth 

Nose  and  throat 

Eyes 

Ears 

Mental  development 
Heart  and  circulatory  system 
Respiratory  system 
Nervous  system 

Deformities  of  muscles,  bones  and  joints 
Digestive  system 


9 

5 

14 

38 

21 

6 
6 
1 
1 
3 
5 

16 

5 
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The  commonest  defect  present  in  these  children  is  thus  dental 
decay,  and  next  in  frequency  come  morbid  conditions  of  the  nose  and 
throat,  including  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Advice  is  given  regarding  any  necessary  treatment  at  the  clinic,  and 
cases  are  referred  when  advisable  to  their  own  doctors  and  to  the 
Manor  Hospital. 

Children  who  exhibit  defects  are  followed  up  afterwards  at  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics,  and  home  visiting  is  also  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The  importance  of  this  following  up  cannot 
be  stressed  too  strongly,  as  it  is  the  only  means  available  to  ascertain 
whether  adequate  treatment  has  been  obtained. 

In  conclusion,  then,  it  can  be  said  that  the  Toddlers’  Clinic  fills  a 
very  definite  need  in  the  health  services  of  the  community,  and  the 
response  on  the  part  of  parents  in  Walsall  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
facilities  provided  are  appreciated. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

The  supervision  of  children  coming  within  the  terms  of  Sections 
206-220  ol  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Health  Visitors  being  appointed  Infant  Life  Protection 
Visitors  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

Under  the  Act,  where  a  person  undertakes  for  reward  the  nursing 
and  maintenance  of  an  infant  under  the  age  of  nine  years,  apart  from  its 
parents,  he  shall,  seven  days  before  the  reception  of  such  infant,  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  person  appointed  to  receive 
such  notices  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  six  such  notices  were  received  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  there  being  22  cases  under  supervision  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year. 
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Fourteen  children  were  removed  from  the  Register  during  the 
year  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Ceased  to  nurse  for  gain  .  .  .  .  2 

Returned  to  parents  or  other  relatives  8 
Attained  the  age  of  9  years  .  .  3 

Transferred  to  other  district  .  ,  1 

Fourteen  children  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

62  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  these  children  during  the  year. 
On  the  whole  the  children  were  being  cared  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
A  number  of  the  children  were  brought  with  great  regularity  to  the 
Welfare  Centres,  their  foster-parents  co-operating  in  every  way  with 
the  Nursing  staff. 

As  from  1st  October,  1937,  the  Children  Act,  1908,  Part  I,  as 
amended  by  parts  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  and 
the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933,  is  repealed,  and  Infant 
Life  Protection  is  now  governed  by  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936, 
Sections  206  to  220. 


MEDICAL  AID  AND  PROVISION  OF  MILK 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  do  the  investigation  work  required  by  the  Health  Committee 
in  regard  to  the  provision  of  milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  to  children.  Suitable  cases  are  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Welfare  or  Ante-Natal  Centres.  Reports  are  then  made 
on  these  cases  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Guild  who  attends  the  weekly 
meetings  of  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  and  all  recommendations  are 
dealt  with  by  this  Committee. 

During  the  year,  milk  was  supplied  free  to  126  expectant  mothers, 
662  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  to  118  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  5  years. 

£749  4s.  6d.  was  expended  on  fresh  milk,  and  £293  3s.  8d.  on  dried 
milk,  a  total  of  £1,042  8s.  2d. 
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All  cases  of  Midwifery  where  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  called  in  by 
the  Midwife  in  attendance,  and  where  a  claim  for  fees  is  made,  are 
investigated  by  the  Guild,  and  a  report  submitted  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  21 1  such  reports  were  received  by  the  latter  during 
the  year. 


Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


Cases 

T  reated 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified 

At  Home 

At  Hospital 

Deaths 

9 

7 

2 

9 

Hospital  Treatment.  Babies  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum  are  admitted,  if  necessary,  to  the  Manor  Hospital,  which  is  now 
under  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee,  no  charge  being  made  for 
maintenance.  Mothers  also  may  be  admitted  along  with  their  babies. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment 

All  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  occurring  amongst  children  under 
the  age  of  5  years  are  treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  established  by 
the  Education  Committee  at  Bradford  Street. 

During  the  year,  51  infants  and  toddlers  under  the  age  of  five  were 
examined  as  new  cases  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist,  164  attendances  being 
made  by  children  under  the  age  of  five  for  orthopaedic  treatment. 
Eight  children  were  discharged  as  cured.  Nineteen  children  received 
electrical  treatment  and  massage  in  the  Massage  Department,  making  a 
total  of  717  attendances.  In  addition,  cases  were  treated  from  the 
Staffordshire  County  and  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury,  by  arrangement 
with  those  authorities.  One  child  was  admitted  to  The  Woodlands 
for  in-patient  treatment. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

During  the  year,  113  children  under  5  years  were  treated  at  the 
Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic,  making  a  total  of  1,763  attendances. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  disabilities  from  which  the 


children  were  suffering  : — 

Rickets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Debility  and  Wasting  .  .  .  .  63 

Eye  affections  .  .  ,  .  .  .  3 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Underweight  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Other  conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 


108  of  these  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the 
year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  results  of  treatment : — 


Cured 

Very  much 
Improved 

Improved 

Discontinued 

Treatment 

Total 

Rickets  .  . 

— 

6 

12 

9 

27 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Debility  and  Wasting  .  . 

2 

14 

24 

18 

58 

Underweight  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Eye  affections  .  . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Tuberculosis  .  . 

— 

— 

7 

1 

8 

Other  Conditions 

2 

1 

4 

- — 

7 

4 

23 

i 

52 

29 

108 

Treatments  in  the  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  are  given  with  a  Mercury 
Vapour  Lamp  at  a  distance  of  three  feet.  General  light  baths  are  the 
rule  but  local  applications  in  addition  are  given  when  necessary. 
Treatment  is  given  twice  weekly. 

During  the  year  4,288  attendances  were  made  by  children  for 
treatment  as  against  3,737  during  1936. 


NURSING  SERVICES 

The  Co-ordinated  Nursing  Scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during 
the  year.  The  Health  Visitors’  Staff  have  paid  31,418  visits  to  homes 
during  1937  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  alone  as  against  31,571  in  1936. 
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Details  of  their  work  will  be  found  in  the  following  table. 

The  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors 

First  and  Re-visits 


Half¬ 
days 
spent  at 
Welfare 
Centres 

Birth 

Enquiries 

First 

Visits 

Re-visits 

to 

Infants 
under  12 
months 

Visits  to 
Children 

1—5 

years 

Ante- 

Natal 

First 

Visits 

Ante- 

Natal 

Re- 

Visits 

Ophth¬ 

almia 

First 

Visits 

Ophth¬ 

almia 

Re- 

Visits 

Other 

Visits 

(Infec¬ 

tious 

Diseases 

etc.) 

Total 

Visits 

1948 

1733 

8505 

18002 

483 

421 

5 

9 

2260 

31418 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS,  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31st,  1937 


No.  of  Births  notified  during  the  year 

by  Medical  Practitioners  and  Parents 
by  Midwives 

Born  in  Maternity  Hospital 
,,  Manor  Hospital  .  . 

,,  Private  Nursing  Homes 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year 

„  by  Medical  Practitioners 

,,  by  Midwives 


>> 


38 

1,940 


50 

19 


1,978 


279 

323 

166 

69 


Notified  Births  (excluding  Stillbirths),  Deaths  under  1  year  and 


Rate,  Year  ending  December  31st,  1937 


Births 

Deaths 
under  1  year 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  births 

Blox- 

wich 

Lea- 

more 

Har¬ 

den 

Birch- 

hills 

Hath- 

erton 

Pad- 

dock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Ca 

me 

ld- 

)re 

Pal¬ 

frey 

Manor 

Hosp. 

Mat. 

Hosp. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

*M.  *F. 

*F. 

M. 

F. 

96 

80 

71 

80 

163 

145 

103 

122 

74 

65 

83 

72 

86 

94 

138 

127 

59 

64 

114 

114 

15  13 

— 

— 

1002 

97 

7 

15 

9 

15 

14 

5 

12 

1 

4 

9 

9 

109 

39.8 

99.3 

29.2 

66.7 

100.7 

32.3 

66.7 

52.8 

73.2 

39.5 

— 

— 

57.0 

*  Births  of  “  out  of  the  Borough  ”  cases  only. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY® 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  for  Mental  Welfare  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Association  continues  to  assist  the  Statutory 
Authority  in  administering  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  by  assisting 
in  the  ascertainment  and  in  visiting  and  supervising  all  defective 
persons  residing  within  the  Borough.  The  Association  also  assists 
the  Local  Education  Authority  in  the  supervision  of  mentally  defective 
children  in  attendance  at  special  schools  or  otherwise. 

The  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borough  ascer¬ 
tained  up  to  the  present  is  902  against  879  at  the  end  of  1936.  These 


are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Statutory  Cases. 

In  Certified  Institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254 

On  Licence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Under  Guardianship  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

In  places  of  safety  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 

Action  not  yet  taken  : — 


(a)  Notified  by  Local  Education  Authority 

(b)  In  Public  Assistance  Institutions  (approved 

or  otherwise)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

(<r)  In  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief  (Domiciliary)  30 

Total  . .  .  .  .  .  508 


In  addition  there  are  246  cases  under  Voluntary  supervision  by  the 
Mental  Welfare  Association. 

( b )  Education  Cases,  i.e.,  children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  16 
who  are  capable  of  instruction  in  a  special  school. 


In  Certified  Residential  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

At  Elementary  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

At  Other  Institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

At  No  School  or  Institution  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 


Total 


148 


100 


During  the  year,  739  visits  were  paid  to  homes  by  visitors  from  the 
Mental  Welfare  Association. 

72  Cases  were  notified  to  the  Voluntary  Association  during  the 


year,  and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Certified  and  sent  to  Institutions  .  .  .  .  4 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  .  .  .  .  2 

Placed  under  Guardianship  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Remaining  under  Voluntary  Supervision  .  .  66 


Total  .  .  . .  .  .  72 


OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 

The  87  members  in  attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre  are  divided 
into  three  classes  as  follows  : — 


Name  of  Class 

Days  of  Attendance 

Hours  of  Attendance 

Number  on  Roll 

Junior  (Mixed) 

Monday 

10  a.m. 

(children  from  7  years 

Wednesday 

till 

of  age  upwards) 

Friday 

3.30  p.m. 

53 

Industrial 

Tuesday 

10  a.m. 

(youths  from  16  years 

Thursday 

till 

of  age  upwards) 

12  noon 

12 

Senior  Girls 

Tuesday 

2  p.m. 

(Girls  over  16  years  of 

Thursday 

till 

age) 

4  p.m. 

22 

t 

. 

Total  87 

Junior  Class. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  much  sickness,  although  not  of  a  very 
serious  nature,  was  prevalent  among  the  children.  The  average  weekly 
attendance  over  the  year  has  been  satisfactory.  Three  girls  left  this 
Class,  having  found  employment.  One  has  since  returned,  but  the 
others  continue  to  retain  their  positions.  Pupils  attending  bring  their 
own  lunch,  a  hot  drink  being  provided  free  of  charge.  A  rest  period 
is  encouraged  after  this  meal,  each  child  having  been  provided  with  a 
blanket  and  pillow  for  the  purpose.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  personal 
hygiene  and  physical  training.  Other  work  undertaken  includes 
domestic  work,  simple  laundry  work,  and  various  kinds  of  handwork, 
e.g.,  rugmaking,  knitting,  sewing  and  embroidery.  Apparatus  is 
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provided  for  colour  and  shape-testing.  Lacing  and  button-hole  frames 
are  supplied,  in  order  to  teach  the  children  to  fasten  up  their  own  shoes 
and  clothing.  Nature  walks  into  the  Arboretum  have  been  continued 
during  the  summer  months  and  organized  games  were  arranged  on  the 
playing  fields  there. 

Senior  Girls’  Class. 

The  attendance  in  this  Class  suffered  rather  badly  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  influenza  epidemic.  In  addition, 
one  pupil  had  pneumonia  and  another  a  sprained  ankle.  One  pupil 
left  the  Centre,  having  found  employment,  but  she  has  now  returned. 

Subjects  taken  in  this  Class  include  club  drill,  country  dancing, 
dress-making  and  embroidery.  A  high  standard  of  handwork  is 
attained  and  many  of  the  girls  match  their  own  colours  in  silks  and 
wools  for  embroidery.  The  girls  are  very  happy  and  sociable;  several 
are  members  of  Ranger  Companies. 

Industrial  Class. 

Shoe-repairing  and  simple  carpentry  instruction  continues  under 
the  able  guidance  of  a  sympathetic  instructor.  Certain  of  the  youths 
show  adaptability  for  this  work.  Those  unable,  through  physical 
disability,  to  be  trained  in  this  work,  are  instructed  in  rug-making,  etc. 
The  health  of  these  boys  has,  on  the  whole,  been  extremely  good. 

Medical  Attention. 

Members  of  each  Class  have  the  facilities  of  the  School  Medical 
Services  and  many  have  received  medical,  dental  and  orthopaedic 
treatment  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Special  Reports. 

1.  The  Transport  Committee  continue  to  grant  bus  passes  to 
members  whose  homes  are  a  distance  from  the  Centre. 

2.  A  creditable  sum  has  been  raised  as  a  result  of  sales  of  goods. 

3.  The  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  is  responsible  for  all  social 
activities  in  connection  with  the  Occupation  Centre,  and 
organized  the  Annual  Outings  and  Christmas  Parties.  This 
year  special  parties  were  arranged  for  each  class  to  commemorate 
the  Coronation. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936  (com¬ 
pulsory  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital)  nor  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  dealing  with  milk. 


Notifications. 

146  notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  but  some  were 
duplicates,  so  that  the  total  number  of  new  cases  was  135,  of  whom  114 
were  certified  to  be  suffering  from  “pulmonary”  and  21  from  “non- 
pulmonary”  tuberculosis. 

Compared  with  1936,  there  was  a  decrease  of  23  in  “pulmonary” 
cases  and  an  increase  of  7  in  “non-pulmonary”  forms. 


Table  I  gives  the  new  cases  and  deaths  as  to  age  distribution  during 
1937. 


Table  I 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1—5  .  . 

2 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5—10  .. 

4 

3 

3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10—15  .  . 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

15—20  .  . 

2 

9 

— 

1 

3 

6 

1 

20—25  .  . 

7 

11 

3 

— 

3 

6 

2 

— 

25—35  .  . 

12 

10 

— 

1 

6 

8 

— 

— 

35—45  .  . 

14 

6 

— 

— 

10 

3 

—  — 

45—55  .  . 

14 

4 

— 

— 

19 

5 

— 

55—65  .  . 

7 

4 

— 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

Above  65 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

Totals  .  . 

64 

50 

10 

11 

50 

33 

9 

6 
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Table  II 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1937,  otherwise 
than  by  notification  on  Form  A  or  B 


Age  Period — 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Ab. 

65 

Total 

^Pulmonary — Males 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

5 

Pulmonary — Females 

— 

1 

— - 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

Non-Pulmonary — 
Males 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

• — • 

— 

4 

Non-Pulmonary — 
Females  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— - 

— - 

— - 

1 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  18  cases,  as  against  23  in  1936,  and  25  in  1935, 
came  to  our  notice  in  other  ways  than  by  primary  notification. 


The  sources  of  information  from  which  Table  II  is  made  are  the 
weekly  death  returns,  cases  transferred  from  other  areas,  hospitals, 
Sanatoria,  etc. 

Extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  Walsall. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been  carefully  revised,  and 
the  names  of  all  patients  who  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  of 
complete  recovery  from  the  disease  have  been  removed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  524  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  270  males  and  254  females,  and 
95  persons,  50  males  and  45  females,  suffering  from  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  other  than  pulmonary,  a  total  on  the  register  of  619. 

Mortality. 

From  Table  I  it  will  be  noted  that  98  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  some  form  of  Tuberculosis,  and  of  these,  83  were  “pulmonary” 
and  15  “non-pulmonary”  forms. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  mortality  as  compared  with 
1936  in  the  “pulmonary,”  but  an  increase  in  the  “non-pulmonary” 
group. 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  has  increased  from 
0.82  in  1936  to  0.92  in  1937,  and  the  death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  remains  the  same  as  in  1936. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  which  were  not  notified 
at  all,  or  were  notified  within  a  few  weeks  of  death  or  after  death. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Total  Deaths 

83 

15 

Cases  not  notified  .  . 

2 

4 

Cases  notified  after  death 

2 

— - 

Death  within  2  weeks  of  notification 

20 

— 

Death  within  6  weeks  of  notification 

6 

— 

Of  the  6  cases  not  notified  at  all,  2  died  in  one  or  other  of  the  local 
hospitals  or  institutions,  and  it  had  been  understood  that  these  cases 
had  already  been  notified  by  the  General  Practitioner  concerned.  The 
4  remaining  cases  form  the  real  un-notified  group,  and  the  ratio  of 
these  to  total  deaths  is  4.18%. 

Table  III 


Showing  Attack  Rate  and  Death  Rate  in  Walsall  since  1915 


Year 

Attack  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmona 

1915 

5.2 

1.11 

1.52 

0.44 

1916 

4.49 

1.11 

1.73 

0.17 

1917 

2.61 

0.75 

1.49 

0.37 

1918 

2.43 

0.39 

1.49 

0.37 

1919 

3.05 

0.71 

1.15 

0.36 

1920 

• 

2.18 

0.67 

0.79 

0.13 

1921 

2.42 

0.62 

0.93 

0.18 

1922 

2.11 

0.57 

1.29 

0.20 

1923 

1.93 

0.59 

0.92 

0.20 

1924 

1.66 

0.67 

0.89 

0.24 

1925 

1.99 

0.83 

0.99 

0.21 

1926 

1.61 

0.58 

0.84 

0.30 

1927 

1.86 

0.40 

0.97 

0.14 

1928 

1.87 

0.43 

1.03 

0.30 

1929 

1.88 

0.55 

1.04 

0.16 

1930 

1.45 

0.26 

0.98 

0.13 

1931 

1.37 

0.30 

0.93 

0.10 

1932 

1.03 

0.45 

0.76 

0.18 

1933 

1.20 

0.22 

1.03 

0.12 

1934 

1.06 

0.30 

0.82 

0.11 

1935 

1.21 

0.23 

0.63 

0.12 

1936 

1.29 

0.13 

0.78 

0.04 

1937 

1.07 

0.20 

0.78 

0.14 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

At  the  Dispensary,  Hatherton  Road,  3  sessions  are  held  each  week 
(Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday),  and  in  addition  an  evening  session 
is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  the  month. 

The  work  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  during  the  year 
is  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Table  IV 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Grand 

Total 

M 

.  F. 

M 

.  F. 

M 

F. 

M 

F. 

M 

.  F. 

M 

.  F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts) — 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

49 

28 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5C 

30 

A 

7 

91 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

( c )  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

- 

— 

53 

56 

39 

35 

183 

B. — Contacts  examined  during  the 
year — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

3 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

6 

2 

16 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(r)  Non-tuberculous  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

20 

28 

16 

81 

C. — Cases  written  off  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as — 

{a)  Recovered 

15 

14 

4 

4 

6 

11 

15 

14 

10 

15 

54 

{b)  Non-tuberculous  (includ¬ 
ing  any  such  cases  pre¬ 
viously  diagnosed  and 
entered  on  the  Dispensary 
Register  as  tuberculous)  .  . 

71 

77 

67 

52 

267 

L*  Number  of  Cases  on  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  on  December 
31st — 

{a)  Definitely  tuberculous  .  .  i 

203 

176 

25 

28 

8 

10 

32 

18 

211 

186 

57 

46 

500 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

m _ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 
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Table  IY — continued 


1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st  .  . 

521 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred 
from  other  areas  and  cases 
returned  after  discharge  under 
Head  3  in  previous  years 

21 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to 
other  areas,  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the 
scheme,  and  cases  “lost  sight  of” 

25 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the 
year  as  dead  (all  causes) 

67 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the 
Dispensary  (including  Contacts) 

2575 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons 
under  Domiciliary  Treatment 
on  the  31st  December  .  . 

111 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners — 

{a)  Personal 
(b)  Other 

2 

367 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officers  to  homes  (in¬ 
cluding  personal  consultations) 

148 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes 

2190 

10.  Number  of — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc. 
examined  .  . 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made 
in  connection  with  Dis¬ 
pensary  work 

667 

312 

11.  Number  of  “Recovered”  cases 
restored  to  Dispensary  Register, 
and  included  in  A  ( a )  and  A  ( b ) 
above 

12.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases 
on  Dispensary  Register  on 
December  31st 

173 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  123  males,  111  females 
and  137  children  under  the  age  of  15,  a  total  of  371,  were  examined 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year  as  against  353  in  1936.  Of  that 
number,  20  males,  25  females  and  52  children  were  examined  as  being 
contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  Thus  26.1%  of  the  total 
examinations  were  contacts,  compared  with  12.7%  of  the  total  in  1936. 

Of  the  total,  107  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  diagnosed,  95 
Pulmonary  and  12  Non-pulmonary,  thus  28.8%  of  new  cases  applying 
proved  to  be  Tuberculous  and  16.5%  of  contacts  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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Table  V 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Condition  at  the  time  of  the  last 
lecord  made  during  the  year  to  which 
the  Return  relates 

Previous  to  1937 

1937 

Class  T.B.  minus 

Class  T.B.  plu 

s 

CO 

Class  T.B.  plus 

Group  1. 

CN 

a 

3 

0 

U 

O 

Group  3. 

Total 

Class  T.B.  mim 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

i 

Group  3. 

4-> 

0 

H 

remaining  on  Dispensary  Register 
on  31st  December,  1937. 

Disease  Arrested 

Adults 

M. 

44  12 

1 

>  F 

1  - 

26j  - 

:  f. 

i 

52 

1 

5 

>  ' 

1 

7  1 

11 

1  - 

Children 

2C 

>|  1 

1 

!  - 

- 

[ 

Disease  not  Arrested 

Adults 

M. 

45 

!  7 

j  27 

2 

36|  12 

4 

12 

12 

28 

F. 

28  10 

I 

25 

5 

40 

8 

1  1 

!  8 

10 

19 

Children 

13 

2 

1 

3 

10 

— 

Condition  not  ascertained  during  the  year 
- - - - 

26 

5 

3 

1 

9 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Total  on  Dispensary  Register  at  31st 
December 

229 

40 

76 

10 

126 

30 

5 

20 

22 

47 

P 

(D  C 

M  0 

S3<£ 
^  oj 
v  u 

u  ^ 

a  s 

iE 

0  flj 

3  £ 

3^2 

3  C/3 

*  0 
>  55 

i  TO 

<  <u 

Discharged  as  Recovered 

Adults 

M. 

82 

5 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

F. 

100 

5 

1 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Children 

I 

106 

— 

- 

— 

- 

T 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Lost  sight  of,  or  otherwise  removed  from 

Dispensary  Register . 

- - - - 

507 

25 

33 

6 

64 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dead 

Adults 

M. 

97 

41 

136 

123: 

300 

4 

— 

1 

8 

9 

F. 

68 

41  1 

02' 

107  2 

>50 

3 

— 

- 

3 

3 

Children 

19 

6 

4 

6 

16 

- 

— 

— 

T 

Total  written  off  Dispensary  Register 

9791 

23  2 

77  2 

>42  6 

42 

7 

- 

1 

11 

12 

( 

3  rand  Total .  j 

2081 

63  3 

53  2 

!52  7 

6S| 

37 

J 

5 

21 

33j 

59 

(b)  Not  now  on  Dispensary  Register  i  (a)  Remaining  on  Dispensary  Register 

and  reasons  for  removal  therefrom.  i  on  31st  December,  1937. 
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Table  V — continued 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Transferred  to  Pulmonary 

_ 

— 

Adults 

M. 

7 

1 

1 

3 

12 

- 

Discharged  as  Recovered 

F. 

5 

2 

3 

5 

15 

- 

_i  _ 

Children 

33 

41 

8 

48130 

- 

J  _  _ 

Lost  sight  of,  or  otherwise  removed  from 
Dispensary  Register  .  . 

32 

36 

23 

63454 

- 

!  1 

1  i 

Adults 

M. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

- 

1  1  1 

1 

Dead 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

|  | 

Children 

8 

4 

2 

3 

17 

J  1  - 

1 

Total  written  off  Dispensary  Register 

90 

86 

39 

125  340 

1 

— 

I 

-  1  - 

Grand  Totals  of  (a)  and  (b)  (excluding  those 
transferred  to  Pulmonary) 

116101 

48132397 

1  1 

3 

-  4  5 
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From  Tables  IV  and  V  it  will  be  noted  that  in  173  cases,  or  40%  of 
the  total  Pulmonary  Cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register,  Tubercle 
Bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum,  and  68  cases,  or  13.6%  of  the  total 
on  the  Dispensary  Register  were  Non-pulmonary  cases. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. 

During  the  year  160  patients  received  this  form  of  treatment  from 
their  o\\  n  medical  attendants,  and  224  quarterly  reports  were  received 
from  them  as  to  their  physical  condition  and  progress  under  their  care. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

66  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment  at  a  total  cost  of  approximately 
£200.  The  Civic  Guild  of  Help  have  again  rendered  valuable  assistance 
to  the  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  in  carrying  out  any  necessary 
investigation  as  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  patients. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1937,  there  were  7  children  under  treatment 
for  surgical  tuberculosis,  5  cases  of  hip  disease  at  the  Forelands,  and 
2  cases  of  hip  disease  at  the  Woodlands. 


During  the  year,  1  case  of  hip  disease  and  1  case  of  spinal  disease 
were  admitted  to  the  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Royal  Cripples 
Hospital,  and  1  case  of  hip  disease  was  admitted  to  the  Warwickshire 
Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Three  cases  of  hip  disease  were  discharged. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  6  children  remained  under  treatment  at  the 
hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital,  and  1  child 
at  the  Warwickshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

28  patients  suffering  from  various  non-pulmonary  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  treated  by  means  of  ultra  violet  light  at  the  clinic  at  No.  3 
Hatherton  Road.  The  clinic  is  open  all  day  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday 


no 


and  is  conducted  by  one  of  our  masseuses  who  is  fully  competent  and 
qualified  to  give  treatment.  Two  mercury  vapour  lamps  are  in  use,  the 
one  a  K.B.B.  and  the  other  a  Hanovia. 

489  attendances  for  treatment  were  made  by  these  patients  during  the 
year,  12  patients  being  discharged  from  treatment  as  follows  : — 

Cured  6;  Very  Much  Improved  2;  Improved  1;  Discontinued 
treatment  3. 


Home  Visits. 

During  the  year  the  Nurse  paid  183  first  visits  and  2,007  re-visits  to 
the  houses  of  the  patients. 

In  only  51  cases  were  patients  found  to  have  a  separate  bedroom,  and 
in  only  64  cases  was  the  patient  found  to  have  a  separate  bed. 

As  regards  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  the  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  conditions  ascertained. 

Clean  160;  Fairly  clean  18;  Dirty  3. 

Housing  of  Tuberculous  Families. 

The  Health  Committee  have  twenty  Council  houses  allocated  to 
them  for  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous  persons. 

Nursing  of  Acute  or  Bedridden  Patients. 

During  the  year  the  District  Nurses  from  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Institution  have  continued  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  all  the 
tuberculous  cases  referred  to  them  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The 
arrangement,  which  came  into  operation  in  1925,  has  been  found  in 
practice  to  be  a  most  excellent  one,  the  visits  of  skilled  nurses  to  the 
homes  of  the  patients  have  been  much  appreciated,  having  added 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  bedridden  patients  during  an  acute  stage  of 
their  illness  or  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  life. 

The  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  sends 
the  following  report : — 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  in  co-operation  with  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Town  Council  in  combating  tuberculosis,  and  the 
following  particulars  deal  with  this  section  only. 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
were  dealt  with. 


1937,  30  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


The  numbers  are  as  follows 

Brought  forward  from  1936  .  ,  10 

New  cases  .  .  20 

Total  .  .  .  .  30 


Of  these  the  visits  to  6  were  discontinued,  8  died,  5  have  been 
admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria,  and  there  are  1 1  remaining  on  the 

A  total  of  2,729  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  cases  during  the  year. 
Appliances  have  been  loaned  out  as  follows 

Air  Rings,  18;  Bed  Rests,  14;  Mackintosh  Sheets,  8;  Nursing 
2  C"“8“'  *  '  >  <*—. 1  • 

Surgical  dressings  have  been  done  in  5  cases  and  dressings  supplied 
O  2.  Temperature  charts  have  been  kept  in  8  cases  and  enemata 

hvood  •  t0  3’  P°ultlces  have  been  aPPlied  to  3  patients  and 
hypodermic  injections  given  to  1.  Vaginal  douches  were  given  in  2 

Zsil °?r  P£rf0rmed  f°r  2  P“'  Nourish  from 
our  Sick  Relief  Fund  has  been  given  to  2  patients. 

bathed  7f°  ”  ‘°  d°  $°  f°r  themselves  are  blanket- 

bathed  once  weekly,  and  in  addition  are  washed  daily,  the  head,  back 

eels,  and  all  dependent  parts,  also  the  mouth  cleansed  daily.  Many  of 

our  patients  are  in  such  an  advanced  condition  that  they  need  the 

greatest  care  and  handling,  which  means  longer  time  devoted  to  them 
than  others  less  ill. 
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Table  VI. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in 
Institutions  on  the  31st  December,  1937 


Name  of 
Institution 

For  Pulmonary 
Cases 

For  Non-Pulmonary 
Cases 

Total 

Adults 

Children 
under  15 

Adults 

Children 

under  15 

Pelsall  Sanatorium.  . 

29 

8 

— 

— 

37 

Goscote  Sanatorium, 

Walsall 

22 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Royal  Cripples’  Hospitals, 

Birmingham 

— 

— 

2 

7 

9 

68 

Institutional  Treatment. 

In  the  previous  tables  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  are 
given  details  of  patients  belonging  to  Walsall  who  have  received 
Institutional  Treatment  under  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  whether 
at  Pelsall  Sanatorium,  Goscote  Sanatorium,  or  at  any  other  Institution 
to  which  they  have  been  sent  by  the  Local  Authority. 

From  Table  VI  it  will  be  seen  than  an  average  of  68  beds  have  been 
available  for  Walsall  patients,  and  from  Table  VIII  that  110  patients 
were  admitted  to  these  beds  during  the  year,  101  being  discharged 
and  18  having  a  fatal  termination. 

PELSALL  SANATORIUM 

On  January  1st,  1937,  there  were  15  males,  7  females  and  7  children 
under  treatment. 

During  the  year,  42  males,  18  females  and  9  children  were  admitted, 
and  43  males,  16  females  and  11  children  discharged. 

There  were  10  deaths,  8  males  and  2  females.  In  27  of  the  male  and 
8  of  the  female  patients,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

2  Ex-Servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  received 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  19  had  previously  had  a  course  of  sanatorium 
treatment,  3  were  classified  as  T.B.  plus  I,  17  as  T.B.  plus  II,  15  as  i 
T.B.  plus  III,  22  as  T.B.  minus,  and  12  cases  were  admitted  for  the: 
purposes  of  observation. 
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Table  VIII. 


Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  and  Observation 
during  the  year  in  Institutions  (other  than  Poor  Law  Institutions) 
approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


In 

Institutions 
on  Jan.  1 

Admitted 
during  the 
year 

Dischargee 
during  the 
year 

Died 
in  the 
Institutions 

In 

Institutions 
on  Dec.  31 

Number  of 
doubtfully 
tuberculous 

Adult 

males 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

cases  admitted 
for  observation 

Adult 

females 

i 

4 

1 

4 

1  ~ 

— 

Children 

■  1 

6 

2 

— 

5 

Total 

1 

13 

9 

5 

Number  of 
definitely 
tuberculous 

Adult 

males 

26 

59 

54 

| 

13 

18 

patients 
admitted  for 
treatment 

Adult 

females 

• 

1 

15 

32 

1 

24 

5 

18 

Children 

14 

6 

14 

1 

— 

6 

Total 

i 

55 

97 

92 

18  ! 

42 

Grand  Total  .  .  ! 

i 

56 

1 

110 

101 

18 

47 

GOSCOTE  SANATORIUM 

On  January  1st,  1937,  there  were  under  treatment  11  males,  8 
females  and  1  child  under  the  age  of  15. 


During  the  year,  19  males  and  18  females  and  1  child  were  admitted, 
and  14  males,  12  females  and  2  children  discharged. 


There  were  8  deaths,  5  males  and  3  females.  In  13  of  the  male 
and  15  of  the  female  patients,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  8  had  previously  had  a  course  of  sanatorium 
treatment,  3  were  classified  as  T.B.  plus  I,  14  as  T.B.  plus  II,  11  as  T.B. 

plus  III,  9  as  T.B.  minus  and  1  case  was  admitted  for  the  purposes  of 
observation. 


Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  definitely  Tuberculous  Patients  discharged  during  the 

year  from  Institutions  approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
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TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE  COMMITTEE 

The  work  of  the  Committee  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the 
year  and  appropriate  grants  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  patients. 

Of  the  general  funds,  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  approximately  £28,  the  income  has  been  £33,  and  the  ex¬ 
penditure  £37,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  financial 
year  of  approximately  £24. 

Of  the  Califra  Bequest,  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  approximately  £25,  the  interest  on  capital  invested  has  been 
approximately  £7,  and  the  expenditure  £12,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand 
at  the  end  of  the  year  of  approximately  £20,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
£300  invested. 

30  necessitous  cases  have  been  provided  with  gifts  of  clothing  by 
the  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  and  66  patients  have  received  extra  nourishment 
for  varying  periods  throughout  the  year. 

218  reports  on  cases  have  been  submitted,  and  204  home  visits 
paid  by  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help. 

At  Christmas,  38  deserving  cases  who  were  under  the  care  of  the 
Committee  each  received  a  gift  of  clothing. 

In  addition,  the  Committee  has,  from  time  to  time,  throughout 
the  year,  made  grants  of  clothing  and  boots,  bedclothes,  and  monetary 
allowances  to  patients  in  necessitous  circumstances. 

Various  ex-Service  organizations  have  assisted  patients  by  making 
clothing,  sickness  and  monetary  grants;  maintenance  grants  have  also 
been  obtained  to  help  families  during  the  husband’s  absence  from 
home  whilst  undergoing  medical  treatment. 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  carry  out  the  work  of  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  to  report  at  the  meetings.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Guild  for 
the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  to  the  Committee. 

The  After-Care  Committee  have  subscribed  three  guineas  to  the 

O 

Walsall  Winter  Convalescent  Fund. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  School  Medical 
Services  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 

1.  STAFF. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  medical  staff  during  the  year. 
There  are  now  three  dental  officers  on  the  staff  giving  full-time  service 
to  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools,  Mr.  M.  G. 
Humphrey,  L.D.S.,  taking  up  duty  on  1st  October,  1937.  Owing  to 
the  continued  growth  of  the  school  medical  and  child  welfare  work,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional  nurse  to  the  staff,  but 
owing  to  the  unfortunately  prolonged  absence  on  sick  leave  of  another- 
member  of  the  nursing  staff,  little  benefit  was  obtained  during  the 
year  from  the  additional  appointment. 

2.  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION. 

(a)  15  provided  Schools  with  39  departments;  of  these 

(b)  11  are  Senior  Schools,  and 

(c)  2  are  Central  Schools  with  one  department  each. 

(d)  11  non-provided  Schools  with  18  departments,  of  these 

(e)  2  are  Senior  Schools. 

(f)  1  Open-Air  Day  School. 

(g)  The  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichfield,  for  mentally  defective 

children. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1937 
was  16,217,  and  the  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  14,500 
(excluding  the  Beacon  Residential  School). 
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3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE  AND  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  past  few  years  I  have  been  able  to  report  the  very 
considerable  alterations  and  improvements  which  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  school  premises.  With  the  exception  of  three  schools,  the 
sanitary  conveniences  at  all  the  remaining  schools  in  the  Borough  have 
been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  modernized.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  conveniences  at  those  three  schools  will  also  be  modernized  during 
the  coming  year. 

A  third  dental  clinic  was  opened  at  The  Limes,  Littleton  Street, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  This  clinic  is  of  a  temporary  nature  and 
will  be  transferred  to  another  part  of  the  town  when  certain  new 
schools  in  process  of  construction  are  completed. 

A  new  infant  school  was  opened  at  the  Delves  on  15th  November, 
1937.  This  school  is  ideally  situated  and  serves  an  area  of  the  town 
which  has  grown  up  in  the  last  few  years. 

4.  INSTRUCTION  IN  MOTHERCRAFT. 

Further  courses  of  instruction  in  mothercraft  have  been  given  by 
the  Health  Visitors  to  the  senior  girls  in  various  schools.  These  talks 
have  been  much  appreciated  by  the  girls  and  some  very  good  examina¬ 
tion  papers  have  been  written,  which  show  that  the  pupils  take  a  real 
interest  in  this  course.  Headmistresses  have  also  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  the  talks  and  of  their  undoubted  value. 

5.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

* 

During  the  year,  5,132  children  were  examined  at  routine  inspections 
as  follows  : — 

Entrants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,403 

Second  Age  Group  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,580 

Third  Age  Group.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,671 

Other  Routine  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  478 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,132 


as  against  5,030  in  1936;  1,313  children  were  re-inspected,  as  against 
1,543;  and  6,079  special  inspections  were  made,  as  against  5,966. 

Of  individual  children  re-inspected  in  the  schools,  it  was  found 
that  in  425  cases  satisfactory  treatment  had  been  obtained  and  the 
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defect  remedied,  in  404  cases  treatment  had  produced  considerable 
improvement,  but  in  484  cases  no  treatment  of  any  kind  had  been 
obtained.  Further  follow-up  visits  to  the  homes  were  made  in  these 
cases  which  would  be  kept  under  observation. 

6.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS  AND 
ENQUIRY  OFFICERS. 

Parents  are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  routine  medical  inspection 
of  their  children  and  we  are  gratified  by  the  large  percentage  of  those 
parents  who  do  attend,  in  fact  the  number  of  parents  who  attend  these 
inspections  increases  each  year,  particularly  in  the  case  of  children 
belonging  to  the  entrant  and  second  age  groups.  In  the  case  of  the 
entrants,  89%  of  the  parents  notified  attended  the  medical  inspection, 
whilst  in  the  case  of  the  second  age  group  73%  attended,  and  in  the 
third  age  group  49%,  a  total  percentage  of  70. 

We  are  indebted  to  head  teachers  and  the  members  of  their  staffs 
for  facilitating  the  work  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs,  for  their 
valuable  co-operation  in  establishing  contact  between  the  parents  and 
ourselves  and  for  the  interest  they  take  in  the  subnormal  child.  To  the 
enquiry  officers  we  are  also  grateful  for  the  assistance  they  are  ready 
to  give  us  at  all  times. 

To  the  officers  of  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  we  give  thanks  for  much  valuable 
assistance  during  the  year.  In  one  particularly  bad  case  of  child  neglect 
the  Society  felt  it  their  duty  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  courts,  a 
conviction  against  the  parents  being  recorded. 

7.  THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

15.5%  or  798  children  out  of  a  total  of  5,132  examined  at  the 
routine  inspections  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or  other 
defect.  In  the  case  of  the  entrants,  195  or  13.9%,  in  the  second  age 
group,  257  or  16.3%,  in  the  third  age  group,  272  or  16.3%,  and  of 
other  routine  inspections,  74  children.  Defective  vision  was  again  the 
most  common  defect  found,  211  children  requiring  treatment  for 
errors  of  refraction,  and  23  for  squint.  In  all,  559  special  examinations 
were  made  for  errors  of  refraction  and  squint.  Spectacles  were  pre¬ 
scribed  in  378  cases  and  in  368  actually  obtained — an  excellent  result, 
for  which  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  nursing  staff  for  their  careful 
“follow-up”  of  cases. 


120 


Enlarged  tonsils  or  adenoids  were  found  in  233  cases.  Operative 
treatment  was  obtained  in  134  cases,  71  under  the  Authority’s  scheme, 
and  63  privately. 

Physical  deformity  was  noted  in  90  cases,  of  which  the  most  common 
was  spinal  curvature,  38  children  suffering  from  this  defect. 

Following  upon  the  medical  inspection  in  the  schools,  the  health 
visitors  paid  918  visits  to  children  in  their  own  homes.  In  addition  to 
spending  264  half-days  at  medical  inspections  in  the  schools,  they  paid 
615  visits  to  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness  inspections, 
48,328  children  being  examined.  3,110  individual  children  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  verminous  conditions  of  head  or  body  and  1,466 
notes  were  sent  to  parents  respecting  these  children. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  in  such  cases, 
either  under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  or  under  the  School  Attendance 
Bye-Laws. 

J 

8.  MALNUTRITION. 

Particular  attention  has  again  been  paid  to  the  nutrition  of  the 
children  in  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools,  although  it  has  not 
been  found  possible  to  carry  out  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  complete 
nutritional  survey  as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Education  (Circular 
1443). 

Of  the  5,132  children  examined  in  the  course  of  the  routine  medical 
inspections,  in  86%  nutrition  was  considered  to  be  either  excellent 
(5.4%)  or  normal  (80.4%).  In  14.2%  nutrition  was  stated  to  be  slightly 
subnormal,  and  ‘in  only  1  child  was  nutrition  recorded  as  being  bad. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  free 
dinners  supplied  during  the  year  was  44,786  as  against  46,190  supplied 
during  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  number  of  “milk  meals”  supplied 
rose  from  64,347  to  127,105- — practically  double. 

The  nutrition  of  the  school  child  is  satisfactory  and  there  is  little 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  malnutrition.  That  the  normal  diet  of 
many  school  children  is  not  in  every  way  satisfactory  is  without  doubt, 
and  it  is  in  the  prevention  of  malnutrition  that  the  provision  of  mid¬ 
day  meals  and  milk  is  of  the  utmost  value.  The  number  of  children 
who  now  receive  milk  either  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Scheme 
or  under  the  scale  of  necessity  shows  a  gratifying  increase,  due  not  so 
much  to  any  alteration  in  economic  conditions,  but  to  the  greater 
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willingness  on  the  part  of  parents  to  accept  such  help  in  the  interests 
of  their  children. 

In  addition,  a  considerable  amount  of  malt  and  similar  vitamin- 
containing  substances  are  supplied  through  the  medium  of  the  School 
Clinic  to  such  children  as  the  Medical  Officers  consider  to  require  them. 

The  arrangements  for  the  feeding  of  necessitous  school  children 
remain  as  in  former  years,  the  mid-day  meals  are  frequently  overhauled 
so  as  to  a  fiord  an  adequate  variety.  All  children  who  receive  either 
dinners  or  milk  are  weighed  and  measured  at  monthly  intervals,  and 
are  kept  under  regular  medical  supervision. 

During  the  year  1,226  individual  children  received  either  a  mid-day 
meal  or  free  milk,  as  against  758  during  1936.  270  children  received  a 
mid-day  dinner,  and  989  milk  meals  (33  children  receiving  both  mid-day 
and  milk  meals  at  different  periods  during  the  year).  164  children  were 
receiving  dinners  at  the  end  of  the  year,  730  being  in  receipt  of  milk. 

MILK  MARKETING  BOARD  SCHEME. 

In  addition  to  the  children  referred  to  above,  5,403  children  were 
receiving  milk  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Scheme  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  as  compared  with  4,929  at  the  end  of  1936. 

There  are  only  two  junior  schools  and  one  infant  school  which  have 
not  yet  adopted  the  scheme  and  the  number  of  children  in  these  schools 
who  were  receiving  milk  substitutes,  cocoa,  etc.,  was  1,277,  compared 
with  898  at  the  end  of  1936. 

9.  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

The  school  clinics  have  continued  to  act  as  an  out-patient  depart¬ 
ment  for  minor  injuries  and  ailments  and  a  clearing  house  for  more 
serious  cases. 

The  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  kept  the  clinics 
very  busy  with  resulting  bronchitis,  eye  troubles,  discharging  ears,  and 
general  debility.  For  these  cases  the  tonic  malt  provided  by  the 
Education  Committee  was  very  helpful. 

Verminous  heads  with  resulting  impetigo  are  still  brought  to  the 
clinics  for  treatment  so  late  that  there  is  abscess  formation  in  the  neck 
in  many  cases,  causing  unnecessary  suffering,  ill-health  and  loss  of 
school  attendance. 

The  work  at  the  Bloxwich  Clinic  shows  a  marked  increase,  owing 
to  the  removal  of  families  to  that  area.  As  the  distance  from  the 
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general  hospitals  makes  it  difficult  for  the  school  children  to  obtain 
out-patient  treatment  there,  this  clinic  is  especially  valuable  to  them. 

A  large  number  of  children — almost  all  boys — of  over  12  years  of 
age  have  attended  the  clinics  to  be  examined  as  to  fitness  for  employ¬ 
ment  out  of  school  hours.  Many  of  these  have  had  to  be  rejected  on 
account  of  poor  physique  and  chronic  catarrhal  and  chest  troubles. 
It  is  difficult  to  convince  parents  of  the  risk  to  their  children’s  future 
employability,  and  to  persuade  them  that  it  is  not  worth  while. 

During  the  year  10,946  attendances  were  made  at  Bradford  Street, 
6,326  at  Littleton  Street,  and  5,392  at  Field  Road  Clinics,  as  against 
10,524,  6,030  and  4,734  respectively. 


10.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  school  children  seen  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  was  319  against  320.  In  addition,  68  cases  were  sent  from  areas 
under  the  control  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and  from  the 
Borough  of  Wednesbury. 

404  Walsall  cases  were  seen  by  the  Surgeon-Specialist  during  the 
year  (319  Education,  28  Tuberculosis,  51  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  6  special  cases).  1,093  attendances  were  made  by  these  patients  for 
treatment. 


In  the  following  tables  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  work  done  at  the 
Clinic  : 


• 

Paralysis 

Examined 

31 

Congenital  Deformities 

20 

Tuberculosis 

28 

Scoliosis 

76 

Foot  Deformities  .  . 

112 

Postural  Deformities 

62 

Knock  Knees 

12 

Bow  Legs 

1 

Torticollis  .  . 

7 

Other  Cases 

55 

Total 

404 
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143  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  as  follows  : _ 

Cured 

Improved 
Non-attendance 
Refused  treatment 
Referred  to  other  Clinics 
No  treatment  advised 
Others 

Total 


47 

53 

4 

4 

10 

21 

4 

143 


At  the  MaSSage  Cllmc  170  Walsa11  cases  were  dealt  with  (Education 
148,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  19,  and  3  other  cases)  these  cases 
making  4,787  attendances  for  treatment. 


The  cases  dealt  with  included 
Scoliosis 
Flat  Feet 
Rickets 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Infantile  Hemiplegia 
Congenital  Deformities 
Birth  Palsy 
Torticollis 
Monoplegia 
Diplegia 

Other  conditions 


94 

cases 

29 

>5 

7 

yy 

6 

yy 

5 

yy 

7 

yy 

2 

yy 

4 

yy 

4 

y * 

1 

yy 

11 

yy 

1 12  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year  (Educa 
tion  102,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  10),  the  results  being  as  follows  : 

Admitted  to 

Cured 
17 


Scoliosis 
Flat  Feet 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Rickets  ,  ; 
Infantile  Hemiplegia 
Other  Congenital 
Deformities 
Torticollis 
Monoplegia 
Other  Conditions 


1 

1 

21 


Improved 

40 

16 

3 

3 

1 


Hospital 


3 

6 

76 


1 


3 


124 


9  ceased  attendance,  1  refused  further  treatment,  and  2  continued 
treatment  under  their  own  medical  attendants. 

17  Education  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Walsall  Clinic  for  in¬ 
patient  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  or  at  The  Woodlands. 

Staffordshire  Education  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittees  continue  to  send  their  cases  to  our  Clinic,  as  do  also  the 
Wednesbury  Education  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 

During  the  year,  131  cases  (making  434  attendances)  sent  by  these 
authorities  were  seen  by  the  Surgeon  at  the  Clinic;  42  attended  the 
Massage  Department  for  treatment,  and  these  cases  made  1,093 
attendances. 

11.  ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

The  arrangements  at  this  clinic  are  as  in  former  years,  there  being 
no  change  in  the  equipment  nor  in  the  routine  methods  of  dosage  or 
treatment. 

72  school  children  were  treated  during  the  year  and  they  made 
2,036  attendances  for  treatment. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  conditions  treated  : — 


Debility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Alopecia  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Eye  affections  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Bronchitis 

Rheumatism  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Other  conditions  .  .  .  .  4 


72 


59  children  were  discharged  from  treatment,  the  results  being  as 
follows  : — 


Cured 

Very  much 
Improved 

Improved 

Discontinued 

Treatment 

Tota 

Debility  .  . 

1 

15 

18 

3 

37 

Alopecia 

3 

3 

— 

2 

8 

Eye  affections 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Other  conditions 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

125 


12.  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Spears  and  Miss  I.  Munden,  the 
advisory  teachers,  for  the  following  interesting  review  of  their  work 
in  physical  training  during  the  past  year.  Mr.  Spears  reports  as  follows  : 

“In  reviewing  the  work  in  Physical  Training  during  the  past  year 
one  cannot  help  but  derive  considerable  satisfaction  from  the  respon¬ 
siveness  of  the  children  and  from  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the 
teachers  in  adapting  themselves  to  changes  of  a  somewhat  sweeping 
nature.  The  Senior  Departments,  for  example,  have  tackled  the 
problem  of  changing  into  the  kit  provided  with  great  zeal.  The 
co-operation  of  handicraft  departments,  members  of  the  teaching 
staffs  and  parents  in  overcoming  the  initial  difficulties  associated  with 
storage  of  gymnastic  clothing,  changing  for  lessons  and  washing  of 
garments  has  revealed  a  community  effort  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation. 

“The  work  in  schools  bears  evidence  of  progress  consequent  upon 
planned  and  progressive  teaching.  Children  are  becoming  much  more 
alert  and  quick  in  response  to  commands,  while  neuro-muscular  co¬ 
ordination  has  definitely  improved,  as  exemplified  by  the  quickness 
and  accuracy  in  ball  games,  by  the  control  of  the  body  during  vaulting 
and  agility  work  and  by  the  poise  and  carriage  displayed  in  balance 
exercises. 

The  improvement  of  facilities  is  being  undertaken  by  the  Education 
Committee  steadily.  It  must  be  recognized,  of  course,  that  the  ideal 
conditions  for  exercising,  necessitating  halls  or  gymnasia  and  adequate 
washing  arrangements,  cannot  be  created  in  an  instant,  but  nevertheless 
there  is  general  appreciation  of  all  that  has  been  done  and  of  the  support 
and  encouragement  which  have  been  accorded  by  the  Committee  in  a 
work  making  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  health  of  the  town’s 
scholars.” 

The  following  is  Miss  Munden’s  report  : — 

“Continued  progress  in  Physical  Education  is  being  made  in  the 
schools,  through  the  enthusiasm  and  hard  work  of  the  teachers.  The 
children  are  gaining  in  health,  skill  and  enjoyment,  but  during  the 
winter,  in  many  cases,  the  work  is  held  up,  through  lack  of  suitable 
indoor  accommodation. 

“There  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  the  training  of  good  posture  and 
intelligent  use  of  the  body.  There  is  need  for  the  appreciation  of  the 
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values  of  relaxation  and  isolation,  to  ensure  the  correct  use  of  muscles 
and  to  avoid  the  expenditure  of  unnecessary  energy.  For  children 
with  slight  postural  deformities  such  as  round  shoulders,  hollow  back, 
flat  foot,  much  more  could  be  done  in  the  schools,  through  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  orthopaedic  staff  with  the  teachers  by  means  of  lecture- 
lessons  in  simple  corrective  exercises.  Such  an  experiment  is  being 
carried  out  at  present  in  a  neighbouring  county,  the  lectures  being 
followed  up  by  visits  to  the  schools  by  the  medical  gymnast  in  charge. 
It  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  date  such  a  course  might  be  available 
in  Walsall. 

“The  Education  Committee  has  provided  each  senior  boy  and  girl 
with  a  suitable  gymnastic  outfit.  This  has  helped  greatly  in  getting 
freer  movement  and  in  bringing  to  light  more  the  obvious  postural 
defects.  In  addition,  the  changing  necessitated  has  helped  to  raise  the 
standard  of  hygiene  and  personal  cleanliness.  All  departments  have 
been  provided  with  a  certain  number  of  plimsoles,  which  has  helped 
the  correct  use  of  the  foot  and  ankle  joints. 

“In  several  of  the  Infant  Schools  the  Parent  Teachers  Associations 
have  shown  great  interest  in  modern  developments  in  physical  training, 
and  co-operation  between  the  parent  and  the  school  has  been  assisted 
through  lectures  and  demonstrations.  These  have  been  primarily 
concerned  with  the  physical  training  of  the  child,  but  three  large 
recreational  physical  training  classes  for  mothers  have  started  in  this 
way,  and  others  are  likely  to  follow.  In  these  classes  the  work  is 
graded  and  arranged  so  as  to  impose  no  undue  strain  on  the  older 
women,  many  of  whom  report  an  increased  feeling  of  well-being  after 
attending  the  classes  for  a  few  weeks. 

“An  experiment  has  been  made  to  interest  the  mothers  of  girls  in 
senior  schools  in  the  health  and  development  of  their  daughters.  This 
has  been  done  with  the  help  of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  should 
prove  a  worth-while  line  of  procedure. 

“The  controversy  of  nutrition  versus  physical  training  still  goes  on. 
In  Walsall  last  year  only  one  child  was  classified  as  being  badly 
nourished  and  14%  as  slightly  undernourished.  In  the  hands  of  a 
sympathetic  teacher  who  knows  his  class  there  should  be  little  danger 
of  strain  to  such  children  through  over-exertion. 

“It  is  hoped  that  the  good  work  which  is  being  done  in  the  schools 
to-day  will  cause  the  children  to  develop  a  desire  for  healthy  living  and 
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outdoor  activities,  so  that  they  will  continue  when  they  leave  school 
along  whichever  line  of  activity  they  prefer.” 

13.  TREATMENT  OF  RINGWORM. 

During  the  year,  1  case  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  referred  to 
the  Manor  Hospital  for  treatment  by  X-rays. 

14.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Non-notifiable  Disease.  There  was  a  marked  prevalence  of 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  there  being  experienced  a  sharp 
epidemic  of  measles  which  extended  over  the  first  five  months  of  the 
year.  786  cases  were  notified  from  the  schools,  one  death  in  a  child  of 
school  age  being  recorded. 

Mumps  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  468  cases  being  notified. 

417  cases  of  chicken  pox  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  majority 
of  those  occurring  during  the  fourth  quarter. 

83  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  also  notified,  the  majority  of  those 
cases  occurring  during  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Although  fewer  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  the  disease  has  been  unduly  prevalent,  287  cases 
occurring  amongst  school  children  out  of  a  total  of  442  notified  cases, 
as  against  345  and  517  respectively  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  of  a  mild  type,  but  two  deaths  were  reported 
amongst  children  of  school  age,  the  disease  being  complicated  in  the 
one  case  by  a  perforated  appendix  with  general  peritonitis,  and  in  the 
other  by  valvular  heart  disease. 

Diphtheria.  175  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  as  against  85  in  1936.  Of  the  total,  118 
were  children  of  school  age. 

During  1937,  831  children  were  immunized  against  diphtheria,  as 
against  875  in  1936.  Of  the  total,  695  were  immunized  at  the  schools 
and  136  at  the  various  hospitals  and  centres.  Of  81 1  children  immunized 
in  previous  years,  54  were  found  to  be  still  susceptible  to  the  disease, 
and  53  of  these  received  a  further  course  of  treatment.  In  757  immunity 
had  been  established. 

Of  the  811  children  immunized  in  previous  years,  445  had  been 
immunized  with  Alum  Precipitated  Toxin  (A.P.T.),  in  33  of  these,  or 
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7.4%,  immunity  had  not  been  established,  whilst  of  366  treated  with 
Toxoid  Antitoxin  Mixture  (T.A.M.),  21,  or  5.7%,  were  still  susceptible. 

We  have  now  immunized  9,811  children;  during  the  past  ten  years 
we  have  had  10  clinical  cases  of  diphtheria  amongst  immunized  children, 
but  there  have  been  no  deaths.  During  the  same  time  we  have  had 
991  cases  amongst  unprotected  children  with  98  deaths. 

The  number  treated  this  year  has  been  rather  less  than  in  1936,  in 
spite  of  an  extensive  campaign  which  has  been  carried  on  at  the  schools 
and  in  our  welfare  centres.  This  is  a  matter  of  real  concern  as  there  is 
at  the  present  time  in  this  neighbourhood  a  type  of  diphtheria  which 
is  of  great  virulence.  Whilst  the  great  majority  of  our  cases  have 
fortunately  been  of  a  milder  type,  we  have  had  a  number  of  cases  of  the 
gravis  type  admitted  to  hospital.  The  prognosis  in  this  type,  particularly 
if  they  come  into  hospital  at  a  late  stage  of  the  disease,  is  very  unfavour¬ 
able.  We  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  the  advisability  of  parents 
having  their  children  immunized  now;  our  records  prove  the  value  of 
immunization. 

15.  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 

We  have  pleasure  in  including  the  following  most  interesting  report 
furnished  by  the  Headmistress,  Miss  C.  A.  Claydon,  upon  the  wTork  of 
the  Open  Air  School. 

“Another  year  of  quiet  but  successful  work  has  been  accomplished 
in  this  school  in  its  delightful  park  environment.  This  is  the  nineteenth 
year  of  the  school’s  existence,  and  already  850  children  have  benefited 
from  the  healthy  regime,  individual  care,  good  food,  and  happy 
conditions  which  prevail  here.  The  school  still  accommodates  60 
scholars,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  during  the  last  twelve  months 
distinct  educational  progress  has  been  made  by  nearly  every  child 
admitted  as  well  as  considerable  improvement  in  health. 

“It  is  now  possible  to  give  to  each  child  an  average  stay  in  the 
school  of  about  one  year,  and  this  length  of  stay  undoubtedly  helps  to 
stabilize  the  children’s  health  before  their  return  to  other  schools. 
Several  factors,  other  than  the  outdoor  life,  contribute  to  this  happy 
result  :  the  cheerful  atmosphere  of  a  happy  communal  life,  and  the 
freedom  from  undue  pressure  in  academic  directions  play  their  part  in 
giving  renewed  confidence  and  zest  to  these  children.  This  attitude  of 
mind  is  an  important  step  towards  good  health,  and  mental  development. 
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The  children  profit  also  by  the  various  forms  of  social  training  provided 
by  such  duties  as  preparing  bowls  for  the  dinnertime  toilet,  arranging 
beds  for  the  mid-day  rest,  laying  the  tables,  and  waiting  on  one  another 
at  meals. 

“The  curriculum  is  planned  with  due  regard  to  the  subnormal 
state  of  the  children’s  health.  Outdoor  lessons  in  the  grounds  and 
park  are  taken  in  such  subjects  as  reading,  geography,  nature  study  and 
arithmetic  when  weather  conditions  are  suitable.  The  new  syllabus  of 
physical  training  has  been  introduced  in  a  modified  form,  and  is  working 
well.  The  children  greatly  enjoy  these  lessons,  and  benefit  by  them 
both  physically  and  mentally.  By  the  advice  of  Miss  Munden,  a 
certain  amount  of  definite  remedial  work  is  being  taken  in  the  physical 
training  lessons.  New  forms  of  handicraft  are  introduced  from  time 
to  time,  and  this  year’s  activities  have  included  rug-making,  cane 
basketry,  leather  work,  embroidery  and  fabric  printing.  The  older 
children  also  carry  out  much  useful  and  enjoyable  work  in  the  school 
garden,  including  the  care  of  lawns,  and  the  planting  and  tending  of 
flower  beds. 

“The  mid-day  meals  provided  are  appetizing  as  well  as  nourishing. 
The  kitchen  equipment  has  recently  been  improved  by  the  instalment 
of  a  large  and  improved  gas-cooker.  This  makes  it  possible  to  have  a 
rather  more  varied  and  suitable  menu  than  was  formerly  the  case.  It 
is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  children  enjoy  their  dinners,  and 
eat  them  with  such  keen  appetite,  when  we  remember  that  their 
mothers  experience  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  eat  good 
meals  at  home. 

“The  tonic  malt  which  is  now  given  to  each  child  daily  after  meals 
is  taken  with  enjoyment,  and  is  having  a  very  good  effect  upon  the 
health  of  all. 

“The  co-operation  of  the  parents  is  still  a  very  pleasing  feature  of 
the  working  of  this  school.  All  the  parents  regard  with  confidence  and 
satisfaction  the  efforts  that  are  made  on  behalf  of  their  children,  and 
willingly  act  upon  suggestions  made  to  them  in  furtherance  of  their 
children’s  health.  As  in  other  years,  several  old  scholars  have  revisited 
the  school,  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  find  that  some,  whose  health  gave 
cause  for  anxiety  in  their  schooldays  here,  seem  now  to  be  well  enough 
to  lead  a  really  normal  working  life  without  ill  effect.” 
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16.  NURSERY  CLASSES. 

203  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  attending  Nursery  Classes 
in  the  various  infant  schools  were  medically  examined  during  the 
autumn  term  as  “specials,”  particular  attention  being  paid  to  defects  of 
a  minor  degree.  55  children  or  27%  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
one  or  more  defect. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  defects  found  : 


No.  of  Children  No.  of  Children 
suffering  from  requiring  treatment 


Enlarged  Tonsils  or  Adenoids 


or  both  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Heart  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Strabismus  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Physical  Defects  .  .  .  .  2 

Other  Conditions  .  .  .  .  20 


6 

4 

2 

12 


55 


24 


18  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils,  2 
from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  6  from  bronchitis,  2  from  heart 
disease,  1  from  early  rheumatism.  Two  children  were  suffering  from 
infectious  disease,  two  from  overclothing,  and  2  from  suspected  early 
tuberculosis.  In  each  case  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Owing  to  the  re-organization  of  schools  in  the  Palfrey  district,  it 
was  not  possible  to  medically  inspect  the  “under  fives”  at  the  Delves 
School  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

17.  THE  HOLIDAY  CAMP. 

The  camp  premises  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  installation 
of  electric  light,  and  by  the  provision  of  additional  apparatus  for  physical 
exercises  and  games,  which  have  proved  a  popular  feature  of  the  camp’s 
activities.  The  camp  remained  open  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the 
end  of  September,  during  which  period  912  children  (528  boys  and 
384  girls)  attended,  either  for  a  full  week  or  for  a  week  end. 

In  addition,  the  Poor  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Society  sent 
away  81  children,  44  of  these  to  holiday  homes  in  the  country  and  37  to 
the  seaside. 
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18.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Blind.  Four  totally  blind  and  6  partially  blind  children  are  being 
educated  at  various  special  schools  certified  for  the  purpose.  In 
addition,  9  partially  blind  children  are  attending  elementary  schools  in 
the  Borough,  3  others  not  being  at  school. 

if)  Deaf.  Five  totally  deaf  children  and  1  partially  deaf  are  being 
educated  at  special  schools.  5  partially  deaf  children  are  at  elementary 
schools  and  1  deaf  and  1  partially  deaf  child  not  being  at  school. 

if)  Cripples.  The  total  number  of  children  suffering  from  a  degree 
of  crippling  sufficiently  severe  to  interfere  with  a  child’s  normal  mode 
of  life  was  54.  Of  that  number,  35  were  in  attendance  at  the  elementary 
schools,  5  at  certified  schools,  and  14  at  no  school  or  institution. 

id)  Heart  Disease.  51  children  are  known  to  have  heart  disease  of 
a  severe  degree,  35  of  these  being  in  attendance  at  the  elementary 
schools,  4  at  other  institutions  and  12  not  at  school. 

The  majority  of  these  children  are  kept  under  observation  at  the 
Rheumatic  Clinic  which  is  conducted  on  Saturday  mornings  at  the 
Littleton  Street  Clinic  by  Dr.  L.  C.  Adam,  School  Medical  Inspector, 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the 
clinic. 

Rheumatic  Clinic.  The  Rheumatic  Clinic  continues  to  help  with 
advice  the  parents  of  those  children  who  attend.  Several  cases  of 
severe  rheumatism  and  chorea,  with  or  without  heart  trouble,  have 
been  referred  either  to  the  Manor  Hospital  or  the  Walsall  General 
Hospital,  and  have  settled  down  and  improved.  One  case  of  chorea 
with  severe  heart  trouble  died  after  admission.  In  this  case,  the  child’s 
parents  seemed  unaware,  when  she  came  to  the  clinic,  that  the  child 
was  really  ill. 

The  British  Legion  continues  to  help  with  prolonged  convalescent 
treatment  those  cases  of  chorea  who  are  eligible.  It  is  difficult  to  find 
means  of  helping  those  who  are  ineligible,  as  their  home  circumstances 
are  often  a  major  factor  in  their  trouble. 

Prolonged  co-operation  with  parents  is  necessary  in  a  chronic 
condition  like  rheumatism  where  relapses  are  liable  to  occur,  and 
this  makes  a  demand  on  parents  which  many  of  them  are  unable,  or 
unwilling,  to  fulfil.  Some,  however,  make  every  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  regime  suggested  to  them,  and  with  benefit. 
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A  classification  of  the  cases  attending 

the  clinic 

is  given 

below  : 

No.  of  cases  on  register  31st  December,  1936 

.  . 

102 

No.  of  new  cases  in  1937 

.  . 

.  .  . 

56 

No.  of  cases  on  register  31st  December,  1937 

•  .  • 

150 

Total  attendance  of  new  cases 

,  , 

.  .  • 

188 

Total  attendances 

.  . 

.  .  • 

350 

No.  of  sessions 

•  • 

.  . 

49 

Average  per  session  .  . 

•  . 

.  . 

7.1 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  attending  : 

Rheumatic. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cases  with  heart  involvement 

27 

38 

65 

Cases  without  heart  involvement — 

Post  rheumatic  anaemia 

6 

7 

13 

Post  rheumatic  debility 

11 

11 

22 

Chorea  .  . 

4 

10 

14 

Total  .  . 

48 

66 

114 

Non-rheumatic. 

Heart  disease — 

Congenital 

8 

3 

11 

Post  scarlet  fever 

1 

— 

1 

General  debility 

4 

6 

10 

Functional  heart  bruits 

7 

7 

14 

Total  .  . 

20 

16 

36 

19.  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  educable  mentally  defective 
(feebleminded)  children  ascertained  was  152  as  against  162  at  the  end  of 
1936.  In  addition,  16  children  were  notified  to  the  Statutory  Committee 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-27,  as  follows  : 

Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further  benefit  from 
instruction  in  a  special  school — 

(a)  Imbeciles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(b)  Others  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Feebleminded  children  notified  on  leaving  a  special  school  on  or 
before  attaining  the  age  of  16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 
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The  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Welfare 
Association  for  the  Education  Authority  in  the  way  of  supervision 
and  after-care  has  been  received. 

Ascertainment  at  31st  December,  1937. 

Feebleminded  .  .  .  .  I^g 

Epileptic  and  borderline  .  .  .  .  ^32 


Total 


280 


"17  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of  children  during  the 
)ear.  25  children  are  in  residence  at  Beacon  School,  Lichfield. 

Removed  from  Register. 

Notified  to  Local  Authority  22 

Attained  age  of  1 6  years 
Left  area 

••  ••  ,  . 

After-care  unnecessary 

Dealt  with  by  another  Authority 

J 


50 

4 

3 

1 


Total 


80 


New  Cases  added  to  Register  during  the  Year. 

Feebleminded 
Epileptic  and  borderline 

Total  .  . 


23 

10 


33 


During  the  year,  34  feebleminded  and  borderline  children  have  left 
elementary  schools  on  attaining  the  age  of  14  years.  It  has  been 
ascertained  that  22  of  these  children  have  obtained  employment. 

As  an  experiment,  a  manufacturer  in  the  town  offered  to  take  into 
his  employment  any  two  feebleminded  girls  who  had  not  hitherto  been 
employed.  Of  the  girls  who  were  given  a  trial,  one  who  upon  leaving 
school  had  received  training  at  the  Occupation  Centre  has  proved 
satisfactory;  the  other  girl  who  had  stayed  at  home  after  leaving 
school,  was  discharged  after  being  with  the  firm  for  six  months;  she 
has,  however,  succeeded  in  obtaining  another  situation. 

Nine  children  have  left  Beacon  School,  Lichfield,  during  the  year— 
4  upon  attaining  the  age  of  16  years  and  5  being  withdrawn  by  their 
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parents  at  the  age  of  14  years  on  the  plea  that  they  had  obtained  employ¬ 
ment.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  in  spite  of  all  the  explanations  that  are 
given,  parents  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  a  small  wage  of  10s.  or  so  a 
week  is  of  more  importance  to  a  feebleminded  child  than  the  advantage 
of  receiving  the  extra  two  years  of  training  and  discipline  that  a  Special 
School  provides. 

Reports  are  made  to  the  Director  of  Education,  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Headmaster  at  Beacon  School.  Quarterly  reports  are 
submitted  to  the  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor  (Superintendent  of  the  Beacon  School)  sends  the 
following  report  on  the  work  of  the  School  during  the  year  : 

Admissions  and  Discharges. 

Of  our  total  number  on  books  of  77  children,  we  have  during  the 
year  seen  22  depart,  and  mostly  at  the  normal  age  for  leaving  a  special 
school — at  16  years.  Of  these,  one  child  had  been  with  us  for  nine  years 
and  another  for  eight,  and  they  were  our  two  most  capable  girls. 

The  average  intelligence  quotient  for  the  school  during  the  year  has 
been  66,  and  this  has  been  the  average  also  for  both  the  admissions  and 
the  discharges.  Our  highest  intelligence  quotient  has  been  88,  and  our 
lowest  45,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  these  two  extremes  have  a  mean  of  66. 

Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  well  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  although  various  children  have,  by  reason  of  slight 
ailments,  been  visited  by  the  doctor — whose  account  for  the  whole 
year  has  been  less  than  £12 — we  have  had  no  case  of  serious  illness, 
and  apart  from  an  outbreak  of  influenza  which  occurred  immediately 
after  the  Christmas  holidays,  we  have  been  spared  any  infectious 
disease.  The  influenza  affected  the  whole  school,  including  the  staff, 
so  that  it  became  policy  to  put  all  the  children  to  bed  for  a  few  days 
and  to  close  the  classroom.  The  very  great  difficulty  we  experienced 
in  securing  any  satisfactory  assistance  to  cope  with  this  excessive 
amount  of  nursing  impressed  one  with  the  importance  of  ensuring 
that  the  Assistant  Matron  should  be  an  experienced  nurse  and  one 
capable  of  meeting  such  an  emergency.  On  this  occasion,  while  all 
the  children  were  in  the  dormitories  there  were  two  attendants  also 
in  their  bedrooms  and  the  cook  away  on  sick  leave. 
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A  factor  that  has  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  good  health  of  the 
children  has  been  their  physical  training,  which  during  the  year  has 
been  revised  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Munden  and  Mr.  Spears,  the 
Committee’s  Supervisors  of  Physical  Education.  As  a  result  of  their 
visits  the  children  have  learned  to  play  many  new  games  with  enthusiasm 
and  to  attempt  the  more  serious  training  with  greatly  increased  keenness. 

Education  and  Training. 

Although  the  work  of  the  school  was  seriously  interrupted  early 
in  the  year,  by  the  end  of  February  all  classes  were  working  under 
normal  conditions  and  progress  was  being  made.  Because  so  many 
children  attained  their  sixteenth  year  during  the  year  the  standard  of 
attainment  achieved  in  their  practical  work,  especially  in  woodwork 
and  needlework,  was  very  good,  and  some  excellent  pieces  of  work 
were  completed.  In  the  classrooms,  too,  good  progress  was  made, 
the  average  rate  of  improvement  in  the  three  R’s  being  higher  than  for 
any  previous  year,  and  particularly  in  reading,  in  which  subject  more 
than  half  of  the  pupils  made  a  full  year’s  advance  upon  their  previous 
score. 

The  extra  attention  given  to  physical  training  has  produced  good 
results,  which  are  apparent  in  the  improved  balance,  agility  and 
precision  of  movement,  in  a  growing  zest  for  the  strenuous,  and  in  a 
greater  staying  power  at  vigorous  games.  The  proportion  of  children 
who  display  no  interest  in  playground  games  and  activities  is  decidedly 
smaller. 

During  the  year  an  experiment  was  made  by  the  adoption  of  the 
house  system  throughout  the  school.  It  has  proved  very  successful. 
As  a  general  rule  M.D.  children  are  incapable  of  bearing  any  but  the 
lightest  of  responsibilities.  Instead  of  being  actuated  by  a  purposeful 
volition  they  tend  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  chance  impulse  and  the 
exception  to  the  rule  is  the  child  who,  often  with  a  relatively  low 
intelligence  quotient,  possesses  one  absorbing  interest  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others,  and  who  appears  to  be  happy  only  when  in  the  active 
pursuit  of  that  interest.  These  exceptions  are  not  common,  and  one 
of  the  principal  concerns  of  the  school  must  be  to  teach  the  children 
to  control  their  own  impulses  by  due  regard  for  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  others — to  live  unselfishly.  Our  house  system  is  teaching  the 
children  the  basic  conceptions  of  good  citizenship  and  after  a  few 
months  one  can  observe,  especially  among  the  more  emotionally 
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unstable  children,  an  increased  self  control  and  a  greater  display  of 
friendliness. 

Our  Guide  and  Scout  activities  were  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  they  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  girls  and  boys  concerned 
who  appreciated  the  interest  shewn  by  their  respective  officers,  Miss 
D.  Bather  and  Mr.  F.  Lyon.  Some  of  the  scouts  spent  a  jolly  fortnight 
under  canvas  during  the  summer  holidays,  their  camping  ground 
being  a  mile  or  two  away  from  school,  on  Mr.  Baylie’s  farm.  They 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  experience. 

During  the  year  eight  children  were  prepared  for  confirmation  by 
our  Rector,  the  Rev.  R.  de  B.  Coussmaker,  and  were  duly  confirmed. 
In  every  case  the  parents  gave  ready  consent. 

Special  Events. 

The  Coronation  Celebration  was,  of  course,  a  unique  occasion. 
In  Lichfield  the  school  children  attended  a  special  service  in  St.  Mary’s. 
After  this  service,  and  having  seen  the  civil  procession  proceed  to  the 
Cathedral,  the  children  were  all  entertained  at  the  Regal  cinema.  Our 
children  joined  the  Lichfield  Schools  in  these  celebrations,  and  then, 
while  at  their  dinner  and  for  some  while  afterwards,  they  listened  to 
the  broadcast  account  of  the  proceedings  in  London.  The  City  Council 
provided  the  children  with  a  special  Coronation  tea,  and  as  the  children 
sat  at  tea  they  were  handed  their  Coronation  gifts.  During  the  evening 
a  conjuring  entertainment  by  Mr.  Mortlock  of  Walsall  was  much 
enjoyed. 

Our  Prize  Day,  on  December  9th,  was  a  very  happy  occasion.  Our 
Chairman,  Councillor  H.  G.  J.  Fletcher,  presided,  and  the  Mayor  of 
Walsall,  Dr.  Drabble,  was  present.  The  Mayoress,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Drabble, 
J.P.,  graciously  distributed  the  prizes  and  delivered  an  address.  In 
addition  to  some  twenty  parents  of  Walsall  children,  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  friends  from  both  Walsall  and  Lichfield.  At  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  formal  proceedings  a  programme  of  entertainment  was 
given  by  the  children,  the  items  including  a  Percussion  Band  Per¬ 
formance,  two  dances,  some  recitations,  songs  by  the  girls,  songs  by 
the  boys,  a  gymnastic  and  a  club  swinging  display.  The  entertainment, 
which  lasted  an  hour,  was  a  pleasant  surprise  to  many  of  our  visitors, 
and  was  much  appreciated.  The  children’s  display  of  handwork  staged 
in  the  classroom  won  much  admiring  comment. 
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Holidays. 

About  a  half  of  our  number  remained  at  the  school  for  both  the 
Summer  and  the  Chnstmas  holidays.  Some  of  these  children  have 
no  homes  at  all,  while  others  have  homes  in  which  the  conditions  are 
such  that  it  is  not  desirable  or  convenient  for  the  children  to  visit. 
Every  effort  is  always  made  to  ensure  to  those  who  remain  at  school 
a  very  happy  time,  the  staff  arranging  numerous  picnics  and  outings  to 
interesting  resorts  in  the  district.  Councillor  Lines  very  kindly  provided 
conveyances  for  two  trips  to  Milford  Downs,  and  on  another  occasion 
Drayton  Manor  was  visited.  At  the  beginning  of  the  holiday  a  very 
jolly  and  a  thoroughly  successful  day  was  again  spent  at  the  seaside 
at  Rhyl — where  we  visit  every  year — and  as  a  fitting  conclusion  to  so 
happy  a  day,  the  whole  party  was  met  at  the  railway  station  and  conveyed 
home  in  private  cars.  The  Christmas  holidays  were  spent  very  happily, 
the  amusements  being  moie  of  the  indoor  variety.  The  premises  were 
very  attractively  decoiated  and  the  dining  hall,  the  classrooms  and 
playrooms  were  rendered  colourful  with  paper  festoons.  Two  very 
delightful  parties  were  enjoyed  on  Christmas  night  and  on  New  Year’s 
Eve,  and  a  Christmas  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the  seventeen  days 
of  the  holiday.  Two  old  scholars  were  pleased  to  spend  their  Christmas 
with  us,  the  one  making  the  journey  from  Warwick  on  a  bicycle  for  the 
occasion. 

20.  Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service 
has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Parsons,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon. 

The  past  year  has  been  notable  for  a  further  increase  in  the  Dental 
Staff,  and  the  opening  of  a  new  Dental  Clinic.  In  October,  Mr.  M.  G. 
Humphrey  was  appointed  as  an  additional  School  Dental  Surgeon,  and 
in  December  a  new  clinic  was  opened  at  Littleton  Street. 

In  past  years,  it  has  not  been  possible,  owing  to  insufficiency  ot 
staff,  to  provide  regular  routine  treatment  for  all  of  the  children  in  the 
Borough.  Accordingly,  certain  restrictive  measures  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  with  a  view  to  overcoming  this  difficulty.  These  included  : 

(1)  Exclusion  of  certain  schools,  where  the  ‘rate  of  acceptance’  in 
former  years  has  been  poor. 

(2)  Exclusion  of  the  5-year-old  age  group  (i.e.,  first  inspection 
takes  place  at  6  years). 
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“(3)  Exclusion  of  ‘Refusal  cases’  from  further  treatment. 

“(4)  Restriction  of  ‘Casual  cases’  to  one  child  per  school  department 
per  week. 

“With  the  increased  facilities  for  treatment  now  available,  it  is  hoped, 
in  the  forthcoming  year,  to  abolish  certain  of  these  measures,  particularly 
Nos.  1  and  2. 

“The  work  at  the  various  clinics  has  continued  smoothly  throughout 
the  year,  with  apparent  satisfaction  to  parents  and  head  teachers.  The 
result  is  that  the  ‘rate  of  acceptance’  continues  to  rise,  and  the  number 
of  broken  appointments  to  fall,  especially  in  schools  where  the  head 
teachers  give  their  invaluable  co-operation. 

“The  annual  figures  show  a  general  increase  on  those  of  1936,  with 
a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  fillings,  1,529  against  1,030. 
The  total  number  of  children  inspected  has  been  5,627  against  4,518, 
and  the  attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  5,745  as  against 
4,728.  This  increase  is  partly  due  to  the  extra  assistance  Mr.  Cookson 
and  myself  had  from  Mr.  Humphrey  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year,  and  partly  to  the  better  rate  of  acceptance.” 

21.  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

828  pupils  at  Queen  Mary’s  School  were  medically  inspected  during 
the  year,  404  (298  boys,  106  girls)  as  routine  inspections,  422  (238  boys, 
184  girls)  as  revisions,  and  2  special  cases. 

The  principal  defects  found  were  dental  caries,  51  cases,  defective 
vision  61,  orthopaedic  defects  27  (spinal  curvature  8,  flat  foot  11). 


Revisions,  1937. 

Boys  Girls 

Defect  cured  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90  41 

„  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  43  79 

,,  not  improved  .  .  .  .  53  35 

No  treatment  received  .  .  .  .  52  29 


238  184 


We  are  glad  to  note  this  year  an  improvement  in  the  dental  state 
of  the  secondary  school  pupil,  only  51  cases  out  of  828  pupils  being 
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referred  for  treatment  as  against  110  out  of  664  pupils  in  1936.  Of  the 
pupils  suffering  from  defective  vision,  there  \^ere  16  who  required 
treatment.  The  orthopaedic  defects  were  of  a  minor  character,  e.g., 
bad  posture,  and  such  as  would  respond  readily  to  remedial  exercises 
and  physical  training. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Headmaster  and  Headmistress  for  their 
co-operation,  and  for  their  help  in  carrying  out  the  work  expeditiously. 

22.  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  are 
:  appended. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 

School  Medical  Officer 
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AREA  :  WALSALL  C.B. 
Table  I 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1937 
A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants 

1,403 

Second  Age  Group 

1,580 

Third  Age  Group.  . 

1,671 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

478 

Total  5,132 

B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

6,079 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

4,142 

Total  10,221 

Table  II.A 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937 


Routine  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  t 
be  kept  und 
observatior 

but  not 
requiring 

treatment 

(5) 

Skin. 

Ringworm 

Scalp.  . 

3 

Body.  . 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Scabies 

3 

— 

30 

— 

Impetigo 

9 

1 

314 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 
Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

165 

Eye 

Blepharitis 

10 

4 

118 

Conjunctivitis 

6 

4 

164 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

— 

21 

— 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

1 

6 

— 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 
squint) 

211 

108 

14 

Squint 

23 

12 

4 

— 

Other  Conditions 

— 

2 

11 

— 
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Routine  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

1 

Requiring 

treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
:>e  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

1 

Requiring 

treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
^e  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

1  AR. 

27 

Defective  Hearing  .  .  •  • 

20 

7 

— 

Otitis  Media  .  . 

11 

9 

290 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases  .  . 

— 

3 

14 

— 

:Iose  and  Throat. 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

153 

358 

104 

— 

Adenoids  only 

25 

22 

20 

— 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids 

55 

23 

424 

— 

Other  Conditions 

— 

12 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

i 

(Non-Tuberculous)  .  . 

5 

11 

47 

— 

Defective  Speech 

— 

— 

— 

Ieart  and  Circulation. 

21 

Heart  Disease — Organic 

4 

21 

— 

Functional  .  . 

6 

47 

23 

— 

Anaemia 

24 

11 

114 

— 

.UNGS. 

Bronchitis 

67 

42 

1009 

— 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 

Diseases 

— 

15 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary — Definite 

— 

— 

— 

Suspected 

9 

4 

6 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — Glands  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

Bones  and 

Joints  .  . 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Skin 

_ 

1 

— 

Other  forms 

. 

1 

3 

— 

Nervous  System. 

Epilepsy 

— 

1 

4 

Chorea 

1 

i  18 

Other  Conditions 

— 

1 

72 

Deformities. 

1 

Rickets 

— 

— 

Spinal  Curvature 

38 

42 

22 

Other  Forms  .  . 

52 

19 

63 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

179 

'  76 

2299 

— 

142 


Table  II. A — -continued 


B.  Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children 

Percentage  c 

Children  four 

Group 

Inspected 

Found  to  require 

to  require 

treatment. 

treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Prescribed  Groups — 

Entrants 

1,403 

195 

13.9 

Second  Age  Group 

1,580 

257 

16.3 

Third  Age  Group 

1,671 

272 

16.3 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

4,654 

724 

15.5 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

478 

74 

15.5 

Table  II.B 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 
the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


Age  groups 

Number 

of 

children 

inspected 

} 

(Exce 

V 

llent) 

B 

(Normal) 

! 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

7 

Entrants  .  . 

1403 

65 

4.6 

1163 

82.9 

175 

12.5 

— 

- 

Second  Age-group 

1580 

86 

5.4 

1183 

74.9 

310 

19.6 

1 

0 

Third  Age-group  .  . 

1671 

117 

7.1 

1354 

81.0 

200 

11.9 

— 

— 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

478 

21 

4.4 

396 

82.8 

61 

12.8 

— 

- 

TOTAL 

5132 

289 

5.4 

4096 

80.4 

746 

14.2 

1 

0. 
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Table  III 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 

e.g..  Blindness,  Deafness,  Mental  Defect,  Epilepsy,  Active  Tuberculosis, 

Crippling,  Heart  Disease. 

Epilepsy  and  Mental  Deficiency  .  .  .  .  1 


BLIND  CHILDREN 


At  certified 
Schools 
for  the  Blind 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools 

At  other 

Institutions 

At  no  school 

or 

Institution 

Total 

4 

— 

- — 

1 

5 

PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN 


At  Certified 
Schools  for 

the 

Blind 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  partially 
Blind 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

6 

9 

2 

17 

DEAF  CHILDREN 


At  Certified 
Schools 

for  the 

Deaf 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

5 

— 

1 

6 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN 


At 

Certified 
Schools  for 
the  deaf 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Partially 
deaf 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

7 
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Table  III — continued 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

Feeble-Minded  Children 


At  Certified 

Schools  for 
Mentally 

Defective  Children 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

25 

74 

1 

52 
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EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  SEVERE  EPILEPSY 

At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

A.  TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

I.  Children  Suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

■  Institution 

Total 

3 

21 

- — 

— 

24 

II.  Children  Suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools 

. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

4 

18 

7 

3 

32 
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Table  III — continued 
B.  DELICATE  CHILDREN 


At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

60 

297 

— 

30 

387 

C.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total 

Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

5 

35 

• — 

14 

54 

D.  CHILDREN  WITH  HEART  DISEASE 

At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution 

Total 

— 

35 

4 

12 

51 
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Table  IV 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937 
Group  I — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Group  V.) 

i 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  undef 


Disease  or  Defect 

(1) 

treatm 

ent,  during  the  year 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

U) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp  .  . 

17 

— 

17 

Ringworm — Body  .  . 

17 

— 

17 

Scabies 

19 

— 

19 

Impetigo 

1536 

— 

1536 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

54 

54 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 

falling  in  Group  II) 

303 

— 

303 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

59 

— 

59 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 

blains,  etc.) 

2708 

— 

2708 

Total 

• 

4713 

— 

4713 

Group  II— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects, 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I) 


No.  of  defects  deall 

with 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles 

were 

Defect  or 
Disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Total 

Prescr 

ibed 

Obtained 

i 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Errors  of  Refrac¬ 
tion  (including 
Squint) 

559 

559 

378 

368 
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Group  III— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner  or 

Authority’s 

Hospital  apart 

Received  other 

Total 

Scheme  in  Clinic 

from  the 

Total 

forms  of 

Number 

or  Hospital 

Authority’s 

Treatment 

Treated 

Scheme 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

71 

63 

134 

— 

134 

Group  IV — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defect 


Under  the  Authority’ 

s  Scheme 

Otherwise 

1 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non- 

residential 

treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non- 

residential 

treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

Total 

numbet 

treated 

No.  of 

children 

treated 

18 

— 

319 

— 

— 

319 

Group  V— DENTAL  DEFECTS 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Totals 

Routine  Age  Groups  5-15  .  . 

3,816 

Specials 

1,811 

5,627 

(> b )  Found  to  require  treatment 

• 

5,192 

(c)  Actually  treated 

. 

4,280 
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Table  IV — continued 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to— 

Inspection 

Treatment 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  the  Children  for  treatment 


(4)  Fillings- 


(5)  Extractions- 


Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions 

(7)  Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


27 

776 


1,476 

53 


2,333 

7,800 


803 

5,745 


1,529 


10,133 

3,445 

674 


Group  VI 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

(i)  Average  number  of  Visits  per  School  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean 

(iv)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were 

taken — 

(a)  Linder  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  By-Laws 


16 

48,328 

3,110 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
Table  I 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS,  1937 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  404 

B.  Other  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  422 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Disease  or  Defect 

Routine  It 

4SPECTIONS 

Requiring 

treatment 

For 

Observation 

Malnutrition 

— 

— 

Uncleanliness— Head  Verminous 

— 

— 

(Nits)  . 

— 

— 

Body 

— 

— 

Skin — 

Ringworm 

— 

— 

Head 

— 

— 

Body 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

Other  conditions 

— 

1 

Eyes — 

Blepharitis 

— 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

Corneal  Ulcer 

— 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision 

16 

45 

Squint 

— 

— 

Other  conditions 

— 

2 

Ear — 

Defective  hearing 

— 

— 

Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

— 

— 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

2 

9 

Adenoids  only 

— 

1 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids 

— 

1 

Other  conditions 

— 

— 

Carried  forward 

18 

59 
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Table  I — continued 


Routine  Inspections 

Disease  or  Defect 

Requiring 

treatment 

For 

observation 

Brought  forward 

18 

59 

Glands — Cervical  and  Submaxillary 

— 

2 

Defective  Speech 

— 

— 

Teeth — 

Dental  Caries 

48 

3 

Sepsis 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease— Organic 

- — 

1 

Functional 

— 

11 

Anaemia 

— 

1 

Lungs — Bronchitis 

— 

1 

Other  non-tubercular  diseases 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis— 

Pulmonary — definite 

— 

— 

suspected 

— 

— 

N  on-pulmonary — -Glands  .  .  .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

Spine 

— 

— 

Hip  . 

— 

— 

Other  bones  and  joints  .  . 

— 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 

Other  forms 

— 

— 

Nervous  System  ... 

— 

— 

Subnormal  intelligence 

— 

— 

Mental  Deficiency  .  . 

— 

— 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

Chorea 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

— 

— 

Signs  of  Overstrain.  . 

— 

— 

Deformities — 

Rickets 

— 

— 

Spinal  Curvature 

1 

7 

Other  Forms 

1 

3 

Flat  Foot 

— 

11 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects 

1 

3 

Totals 

69 

103 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report,  viz.,  that  for  the  year 
1937,  giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction 
by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

Particulars  of  Nuisances  and  Other  Matters  reported 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Foul  drains,  water  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  sinks,  urinals,  etc.  447 
Offensive  accumulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Unwholesome  premises  needing  limewashing  .  .  .  .  98 

Insufficient  water  closets,  ashpits,  drains  .  .  .  .  .  .  472 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

1875  and  1936  .  ..  374 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  under  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  12 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  to  comply  with  Byelaws  .  .  .  .  2 

Dwelling  houses  verminous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  73 

Sundry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  .  •  •  114 

|  Dangerous  Structures  .  .  .  .  42 

To  Borough  Surveyor  Insufficient  water  supply  .  .  6 

I  Obstructed  and  foul  street  gullies  8 

To  cleanse  ashpits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  135 


Total  .  1,847 


Visits  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  made  46,861  visits 
of  Inspection,  details  of  which  are  as  set  out  in  the  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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Nuisances  on  Books,  and  Number  of  Notices  served 


Number  of  notices  on  books  31/12/36 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  during  the 
year 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year  .  . 
^Number  of  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

Number  of  notices  not  complied  with  December  31st,  1937 

*Includes  notices  for  housing  repairs — 

Public  Health  Act 
Housing  Act 

Notices  not  complied  with,  including  nuisances 
Housing  repairs,  Public  Health  Act 
Housing  repairs,  Housing  Act 
Insufficient  drains 
Insufficient  water  closets 
Regulation  dustbins 
f  Workshops  for  liming 
Sundry 


471 


1,666 

1,240 

233 

1,963 

173 


72 

12 

25 

42 

12 

10 

7 

21 

32 

24 


■f  N.B. — Notices  issued  in  December,  1937 


153 


NEW  WORK  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES 


Additional  Water  Closets,  Drains,  etc. 


Water  Closets 
New  Cisterns  in  W.C.’s 
New  Soil  Pipes 
Ashbins — 

Replacing  Ashpits 

,,  worn-out  bins 
Connections  to  sewer 
Intercepting  traps 
Drain  traps 
Inspection  chambers 
Ventilating  shafts 
Fresh  air  inlets 
Pipe  drains,  yards  in  length 
Sanitary  sinks  and  waste  pipes  .  . 
S.S.  water  laid  on 


52 

63 

18 

15 

403 

5 
7 

58 

26 

25 

6 

969 

45 

1 
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Repair  Work 


Pail  closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Trough  closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Waste  water  closets  converted  into  water  closets  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

•fW.C.  pans  fitted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

W.C.  traps  fitted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Drain  ventilating  shafts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Drains  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  263 

Sinks  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Drains  disconnected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

New  covers  to  inspection  chambers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Stoppers  fitted  to  rodding  eyes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Houses  newly  drained  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Yards  repaved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Rain  water  cisterns  cleansed  or  filled  in  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

fincludes  pedestals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 


Other  Nuisances 


Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  abated  .  .  1 

Ditch  or  cesspool  cleansed  or  filled  in  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Unwholesome  premises  limewashed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  removed  from  district  .  .  .  .  53 

Cellars  emptied  and  cleansed  or  filled  in  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Sundry  matters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  435 
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Structures  Dispensed  with 


\shpits  cut  down  and  made  into  receptacles  for  ashbins 
\shpits  dispensed  with  .  . 

W.C.’s  (replaced  by  new  W.C.’s) 


10 

24 

6 


DRAIN  TESTS 


76  drain  tests  were  made,  34  where  nuisances  were  alleged,  28 
rat-infested  premises,  1  on  application  for  sanitary  certificate,  5  for 
testing  new  drains,  and  8  for  testing  outfall  from  drain.  The  number 
of  premises  involved  being  86  houses,  1  factory,  1  hotel,  1  ecclesiastical 
institution,  6  shops,  1  cafe,  1  school,  and  1  chapel. 

In  30  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the  agent  used;  in  13,  drain  grenades 
served;  and  in  33  cases,  coloured  water  was  applied. 

35  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  drain  testing;  these  defects 
were  satisfactorily  remedied. 


ALTERATIONS  TO  DRAINS 


44  notices  of  alterations  to  drains  were  received,  and  the  necessary 
inspections  made  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  41  and  42  of  the 
Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925. 
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HOUSES  IMPROVED 
Particulars  of  Work  Done 


Houses  repaired  throughout  under  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  12 

Houses  repaired  throughout  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  268 

Houses  re-spouted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Houses  whitewashed  throughout  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Verminous  houses  sprayed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Houses,  sash  cords  fitted  and  windows  repaired  .  .  .  .  11 

Houses,  floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Houses,  other  minor  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

New  wash-houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Wash-houses  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

New  boilers  and  fireboxes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Boilers  and  fireboxes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  Houses  Improved — 

By  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  492 

By  improving  W.C.  and  ashbin  accommodation  .  .  .  .  681 

By  abatement  of  other  nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  944 


Total  Houses  Improved.  .  .  .  2,117 


Houses  Closed  or  Demolished 

Houses  closed — 

(a)  Voluntarily  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Individual  Unfit  .  .  .  .  45 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  442 


Total  Closed  .  .  .  .  .  .  490 


Houses  demolished — 

(a)  Voluntarily  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Individual  Unfit  .  .  .  .  36 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  305 


Total  Demolished  .  .  .  .  344 


Particulars  of  Housing  Work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  on  Housing. 
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OVERCROWDING 

The  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  with  special  reference 
to  overcrowding,  has  placed  considerable  additional  duties  on  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department,  and  the  work  incidental  to  the  fixing 
of  the  “Appointed  Days”  by  the  Minister  of  Health  has  been  of  a  very 
heavy  nature.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  the  31st 
December,  1937,  all  applications  from  landlords  for  permitted  numbers 
had  been  dealt  with  and  despatched. 

For  the  overcrowding  provisions  to  be  of  value,  frequent  inspections 
will  be  necessary,  and  the  position  will  require  to  be  kept  constantly 
under  review,  especially  as  it  is  likely  to  be  some  considerable  time 
before  the  landlords  and  occupiers  of  working  class  houses  thoroughly 
understand  their  responsibilities  under  the  Act. 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken,  and  tables  showing  the  position  with 
respect  to  overcrowding  during  1937,  will  be  found  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  Report  on  Overcrowding. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS,  1920,  1923  and  1933 

During  1937  two  tenants  made  applications  for  certificates  that 
the  houses  in  their  occupation  were  not  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 
The  certificates  were  granted,  and  notices  were  given  to  the  respective 
owners  requiring  such  work  to  be  carried  into  effect  as  would  render 
the  houses  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Sanitary  Improvements  at  Factories  and  Workshops 


Rooms  limewashed 

New  water  closets 

Water  closets  repaired 

Flushing  cisterns  fitted  or  repaired 

Trough  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s 

Other  defects  remedied 


29 

12 

2 

3 

1 

3 


Total 


50 
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OUTWORKERS’  HOMES 


Twenty-four  lists  from  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  and  five 
others — two  from  Birmingham  and  one  each  from  Edinburgh,  Man¬ 
chester  and  Salford,  have  been  received,  containing  478  names.  303 
persons  were  employed  in  78  other  districts,  viz.  : — Aldridge  Urban, 
Bath,  Birmingham,  Bradford  on  Avon,  Bridgewater,  Bromsgrove, 
Brownhills,  Cannock,  Cardiff,  Chippenham,  Castle  Cary,  Chard, 
Crewkerne,  Darlaston,  Devizes,  Dorchester,  Droitwich,  Finchley, 
Folkestone,  Frome,  Gillingham,  Glastonbury,  Gloucester,  Uminster, 
Melksham,  Newton  Abbott,  Oldbury,  Oxford,  Penkridge,  Pershore, 
Plympton  St.  Mary,  Redditch,  Shepton  Mallet,  Salisbury,  Sherborne, 
Shaftesbury,  Southampton,  Southport,  Sturminster  Newton,  Taunton, 
Trowbridge,  Upton  on  Severn,  Wednesbury,  Wells,  Westbury,  War¬ 
minster,  Willenhall,  Wareham,  Weymouth,  Worcester  and  Yeovil. 


Trades 

No. 

of  Lists 

Outwc 

Contractors 

)rkers 

Home 

Male 

^workers 

Female 

Clothing 

14 

2 

3 

9 

Gloves 

7 

— 

11 

434 

Buckles 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Mullin  Bits  and  Chains 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Castings 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Brushes 

2 

— 

— 

13 

Each  outworker  was  visited,  the  home  being  found  in  a  satisfactory 
state. 
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Premises  under  Regular  Inspection 


Cowkeepers  (Wholesale) 

•  •  »  * 

4 

,,  (Purveyors  of  Milk) 

Purveyors  of  Milk — - 

•  •  •  • 

21 

Retail 

•  •  •  ■ 

78 

Milk  Shops 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  other  districts  selling 

•  •  •  » 

Milk  in  the 

23 

Borough 

54 

Wholesale  (sterilizing  factories) 

5 

Pasteurisers 

3 

“Accredited”  Producers 

2 

“Accredited”  Bottlers 

1 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  Bottlers 

2 

Dealers  in  Designated  Milk 

34 

Bakehouses — factory 

26 

„  workshop 

28 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops 

102 

Slaughter-houses — registered 

6 

,,  licensed 

18 

Butchers’  Shops 

134 

Ice-cream  Shops 

145 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

102 

Fishmongers’  Shops 

19 

Grocers’  Shops 

118 

Green  Grocers’  and  Fruiterers’  Shops 

123 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  Dining  Rooms,  Licensed  Premises,  etc. 

230 

General  (Food)  Shops  (Small  Businesses) 

561 

Houses-let-in-lodgings 

4 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

2 

Workshops 

235 

Outworkers’  homes 

77 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

3 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot 

.  .  .  . 

1 

Totals 


2,161 
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REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE  BEEN 

CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT 

Factories. — Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  improved  at  11 
factories,  as  follows  : — 21  new  water  closets  and  2  new  urinals  have 
been  provided,  1  new  pedestal  pan  and  2  new  flushing  cisterns  fitted. 
Other  improvements  include,  viz.  : — 41  yards  of  new  drain  laid,  1 
inspection  chamber  and  1  intercepting  trap  erected,  2  soil  pipe  vent 
shafts  and  2  gulleys  provided,  1  new  length  of  stove-pipe  erected,  1 
intervening  open  space  to  water  closet  provided  and  1  door  fitted  to 
water  closet. 

Workshops. — One  water  closet  to  workshop  has  been  limed  and 
30  workrooms  have  been  whitewashed  and  cleansed. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — There  are  25  cowsheds  in  the  Borough, 
and  these  are  limewashed  twice  a  year  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-two  visits  have  been 
made  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  during  the  year.  In  no  case 
has  it  been  necessary  to  request  the  cleansing  or  liming  of  any  dairy 
or  milk-shop. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924,  AND 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE  BYELAWS 

Notices  Received. — Notices  of  intended  slaughter  have  been 
received  as  follows  : — One  butcher  gave  notice  “to  slaughter  at  regular 
hours  on  fixed  days  each  week”;  in  1,180  cases,  “3  hours’  ”  notice  of 
intention  to  slaughter  was  received  (included  in  this  number  were  149 
notices  for  “Sunday”  slaughter).  85  notices  of  slaughter  were  from 
pig-feeders  slaughtering  at  slaughterhouses. 

Twenty-three  notices  were  received  of  immediate  slaughter  necessary 
owing  to  accidental  injury,  etc. 

Examinations  of  carcases  at  slaughterhouses  were,  viz.  : — Cattle, 
6,914;  calves,  2,733;  swine,  13,381;  sheep  and  lambs,  28,345;  total, 
51,373  carcases. 
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Meat  Inspection. — The  amount  of  English  meat  slaughtered, 
a  total  of  51,373  carcases,  compares  with  60,173  in  1936,  51,343  in 
1935,  and  48,500  in  1934.  The  reduction  is  due  to  a  falling  off  in  the 
English  meat  trade,  and  the  closure  of  a  slaughterhouse  where  formerly 
a  large  number  of  pigs  were  slaughtered. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  larger  private  slaughterhouses  is  carried 
out  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Miner.  Mr.  G.  N.  Richards  deals  with  the  seven 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Bloxwich  and  Harden  Wards,  and  the  eight 
remaining  slaughterhouses  in  Bridge  and  Caldmore  Wards  are  visited 
by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Woodward  and  S.  Monks. 

In  addition  to  examinations  of  carcases  at  slaughterhouses,  the 
Inspectors  make  examinations  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  butchers’ 
shops,  fishmongers’,  greengrocers’,  grocers’,  and  stalls  in  the  retail 
market. 


UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  DESTROYED 

Tuberculous 

Bovine. — 16  carcases  and  all  organs,  2  forequarters,  525  heads, 
10  briskets  of  beef,  128  pieces  of  beef  and  trimmings,  1,254  sets  of 
lungs,  270  livers,  and  331  other  organs. 

Pigs. — 5  carcases,  5  pieces  of  pork,  794  heads,  265  sets  of  fry,  25 
livers,  32  sets  of  lungs,  and  126  other  organs. 

Other  Diseases,  Unsound,  etc. 

Bovine.— 7  carcases  and  all  organs,  12  heads,  6  pieces  of  beef  and 
trimmings,  150  sets  of  lungs,  954  livers,  and  58  other  organs. 

Pigs. — 14  carcases  and  all  organs,  1  piece  of  pork,  33  sets  of  fry, 
62  livers,  214  sets  of  lungs,  and  35  other  organs. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. — 24  carcases  and  all  organs,  3  pieces  of  mutton, 
850  livers,  47  plucks,  and  59  sets  of  lungs. 

Imported  Meat. — 137  lbs.  beef. 

Eggs. — 535. 

Fruit. — 60  lbs.  pears. 
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Canned  Goods 

Fish. — 47  tins.  Meat. — 38  tins.  Tomatoes. — 41  tins. 

Fruit. — 90  tins  Other  Foods. — 720  tins.  Milk. — 71  tins. 


Summary 

English  Meat. 

Bovine,  Tuberculous  .  . 

Pigs, 

Bovine,  Other  diseases 
Pigs, 

Sheep,  ,, 

Imported  Meat 

Other  Foods.  Canned  Goods 

Fruit 

Eggs  .  . 


of  Weight 


46,090  lbs. 

v_ 

r 

60,131  lbs. 

14,041  lbs. 

-j  ■ 

20,471  lbs. 

2,748  lbs. 
4,173  lbs. 

i 

r 

j 

27,392  lbs. 

137  lbs. 

137  lbs. 

1,334  lbs. 

60  lbs. 

89  lbs. 

l 

r 

j 

1,483  lbs. 

Total 

89,143  lbs. 

or  approximately  40  tons. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  these  Unsound  Foods  were  destroyed 
in  the  incinerator  at  the  Public  Works  Depot,  Wolverhampton  Street. 

The  total  weight  of  food  destroyed  was  almost  40  tons,  of  this, 
48.02  per  cent,  by  weight  were  English  carcases  and  meat,  and  49.03 
per  cent,  by  weight  were  offals,  livers,  lungs,  etc..,  inspected  at  time 
of  slaughter,  66.87  per  cent,  being  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  33.13 
per  cent,  with  other  diseases.  Imported  meat  to  the  extent  of  0.15 
per  cent.,  and  other  foodstuffs,  such  as  fish,  fruit,  canned  goods,  etc., 
equalling  2.80  per  cent.,  make  the  total.  No  notices  of  disease  in 
English  carcases  observed  during  slaughter  (as  required  by  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations)  were  received.  The  bulk  of  foodstuffs 
was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  destruction  at  time  of 
inspection. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928 

224  articles  were  obtained  in  the  year  and  were  submitted  as  samples 
to  the  Public  Analyst;  of  these,  117  articles  selected  from  purchases  of 
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small  lots  of  goods  (generally  groceries)  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst 
informally,  and  107  samples  were  taken  formally  under  the  Act. 

Two  samples  of  Margarine  were  taken  under  Section  6  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  as  regards  marking. 

See  Public  Analyst’s  Report. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1923  and  1936. 

Information  as  to  results  of  examinations  of  designated  milk  are 
given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING) 

ACTS,  1928  and  1931 

During  inspections  at  retail  markets  and  foodshops,  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  various  Marking  Orders 
made  under  the  above  Acts.  No  statutory  action  has  been  taken 
under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1925 

In  the  course  of  his  Quarterly  Inspections,  Mr.  J.  L.  Buckingham, 
Veterinary  Inspector  to  this  Borough  under  the  above  Order,  reported 
on  6  cows;  2  as  suffering  from  “Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder,”  and  4 
from  “a  chronic  cough  and  showing  definite  clinical  signs  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis.”  In  5  of  the  6  cases,  diagnosis  was  aided  by  6  samples  :  one 
direct  smear,  two  biological  milk  samples,  and  three  sputum  tests;  all 
6  samples  were  positive. 

The  6  cows  were  slaughtered  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector  gave  3 
post  mortem  certificates  of  “Tuberculosis  Advanced”  and  3  of  “Tuber¬ 
culosis  not  Advanced.”  In  all  6  cases  compensation  according  to 
scale  has  been  paid  to  the  owners. 


INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE 

During  his  Quarterly  Inspection  of  dairy  cattle  in  the  Borough, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Buckingham,  Veterinary  Inspector,  made  71  direct  smear 
and  10  sputa  examinations;  took  66  milk  samples  for  single  biological 
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examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  79  milk  samples  for  bulk  biological 
examinations.  One  direct  smear,  one  milk  sample,  and  three  sputa 
examinations  were  positive,  and  the  five  cows  concerned  were  slaugh¬ 
tered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925.  All  the  remaining  tests 
and  samples  were  negative. 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

INTENDED  FOR  SALE 

Seven  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  have  been  made  to  food  stores, 
food  shops,  etc.,  to  which  the  requirements  of  Section  72  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  apply.  The  requirements  of  the  Section  were  found 
to  be  satisfactorily  carried  out.  Repairs  were  carried  out  at  one  food 
store  where  a  water  closet  was  partitioned  off  from  the  food  store. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

Samples. — Two  samples  of  Fertilisers  and  four  samples  of  Feeding 
Stuffs  have  been  obtained  informally,  and  the  Agricultural  Analyst  has 
certified  that  each  sample  is  genuine.  For  particulars  of  analyses,  see 
Analyst’s  report. 

On  no  occasion  have  I  been  required  to  take  action  as  “official 
sampler.” 

The  requirements  of  Section  6  of  the  Act,  with  respect  to  the 
furnishing  of  a  Statutory  Statement  with  any  Fertiliser  or  Feeding 
Stuff  when  sold  by  retail,  have  been  generally  complied  with. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  now  102  fish  fryers  in  the  Borough. 

The  other  premises  in  the  Borough  under  inspection  are,  viz.  : — 
three  rag  and  bone  dealers,  and  one  hide  and  skin  depot. 

The  premises  are  regularly  inspected,  and  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
state. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  visits  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  rat  infestations  and  laying  baits;  36  cases  have  been 


r 


165 

reported  for  action.  The  laying  of  baits  and  the  remedying  of  defects, 
mainly  to  drains,  have  resulted  in  the  abatement  of  37  infestations. 
Many  of  the  above  visits  were  made  for  the  baiting  of  sewers  at  man¬ 
holes  where  evidence  of  infestation  was  found,  and  by  regular  baiting 
it  is  hoped  that  the  sewer  source  of  infestation  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 


National  Rat  Week 

Opportunity  was  again  taken  during  National  Rat  Week  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  general  public  to  the  dangers  arising  from  infesta¬ 
tions  by  rats  and  mice  and  the  tremendous  damage  done  yearly  by  the 
pests.  Allotment  secretaries  were  circularised  in  mid-October  and 
requested  to  co-operate  in  the  baiting  of  infested  plots.  The  allotments 
comprised  2,011  plots.  Eight  secretaries  made  application  for  bait, 
and  7,500  Squill  baits  were  issued.  Several  allotment  secretaries  have 
since  reported  in  writing,  and  each  stated  that  as  far  as  he  was  able  to 
ascertain  the  laying  of  the  biscuits  had  proved  effective.  Letters  were 
sent  to  local  chemists  and  ironmongers  asking  them  to  exhibit  traps 
and  suitable  poisons  during  the  Week,  and  an  advertisement  was 
issued  in  the  two  local  newspapers.  Special  display  bills  were  posted 
in  all  parts  of  the  town.  One  thousand  five  hundred  Red  Squill  biscuits 
and  four  thousand  Barium  Carbonate  baits  were  laid  at  sewage  disposal 
works,  sewers,  and  tips,  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  By  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
special  attention  is  given  to  infestations  at  sewage  disposal  works, 
rubbish  tips,  and  sewers;  the  latter  are  now  baited  regularly  at  intervals 
of  three  months.  Special  co-ordinated  effort  is  made  during  National 
Rat  Week.  All  infestations  reported  during  the  year  are  given  immedi¬ 
ate  attention  and  investigations  are  made  as  to  the  source  of  the 
infestation;  many  tests  of  drains  are  made,  and  the  occupiers  of  premises 
are  given  practical  assistance  and  advice  on  methods  of  abatement. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS 

Inspections — Boats. 

Number  of  boats  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Number  of  boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  21 

Number  of  boats  with  one  or  more  infringements  .  .  7 
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Nature  of  Infringement. 

Females  over  12  improperly  occupying  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Overcrowding.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Certificate  not  produced  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Painting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dilapidation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  8 

Infringements  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  were  obtained  by  issuing  a 
“Blue  Notice”  form. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 
Occupants. 


Number  of  men  on  boats 

•  • 

.  37 

Number  of  women  on  boats 
Number  of  children  on  boats— 

•  • 

26 

Under  5  years  of  age 

•  • 

.  21 

Over  5  and  under  12  years 

•  • 

.  11 

The  total  registered  accommodation 

on  the  28  boats  was  for  99 

adults,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  70  adults. 

18  boats  had  fore-cabins,  12  of  which  were  in  use  as  sleeping  places. 
The  condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as  15  good  and  13  fair. 
The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 


THEATRES  AND  CINEMAS,  ETC. 

The  cinemas  have  all  been  visited  several  times  during  the  year, 
and  at  an  inspection  made  on  the  29th  July,  1937,  by  the  Special  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Council,  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Repairs  which  have  been  carried  out  at  cinemas  include  : — 1  staff 
water  closet  cleansed,  1  flushing  cistern  repaired,  1  wooden  dado  rail 
fixed  to  convenience  wall,  1  cinema  redecorated  throughout,  and  1  new 
seat  fixed  to  ladies’  convenience. 


167 


There  are  at  present  nine  cinemas  in  the  Borough. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  1,777  visits  to  infected 
houses.  The  number  of  infected  houses  at  the  31st  December,  1937, 
was  : — 


Diphtheria .  3 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Dysentery  .  . .  1 

Total  .  .  35 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Act  under  which 
proceedings  were  taken 


Nature  of  Offence 


Walsall  Corporation  Using  a  van  as  a  sole  or 

Act,  1930  principal  means  of  habita¬ 

tion  for  an  unbroken  period 
of  three  months,  on  land 
situate  within  the  Borough 
of  Walsall  without  the 
previous  approval  of  the 
Corporation. 


Remarks 


During  the  year  8  van 
dwellers  were  summoned. 
The  Justices  made  orders 
for  the  vans  to  be  removed 
from  the  site  in  4  cases, 
fining  two  of  these  defend¬ 
ants  10/-  in  addition,  and 
in  2  cases,  where  defendants 
did  not  appear,  warrants 
for  their  arrest  were  issued. 


CONCLUSION 

During  the  year  Mr.  Reginald  Frankham,  who  had  been  in  the 
office  for  some  years,  became  qualified  as  a  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
obtained  an  appointment  in  Birmingham,  and  consequent  upon  his 
resignation  Mr.  Victor  Staniforth  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the 
Department  as  junior  clerk. 
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Mention  has  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  record  number 
of  houses  represented  as  “unfit”  during  the  year,  which  has  again  meant 
that  a  great  deal  of  attention  has  had  to  be  paid  to  Housing.  While  such 
a  number  of  houses  as  represented  during  the  year  is  not  likely  to  be 
again  achieved,  it  is  the  work  subsequent  to  the  representations  which 
demands  the  careful  attention  of  the  Department. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  October,  1937,  though  in  the  main  a  consolidating  Act,  places 
additional  duties  on  the  Health  Department. 

There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  English  meat  examined, 
due  to  a  falling  off  in  the  English  meat  trade  and  the  closing  of  one 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year.  The  amount  of  unsound  food 
destroyed,  approximately  forty  tons,  is  more  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Continued  attention  has  been  given  to  the  caravan  dwellers  at 
Bentley,  and  this  aspect  of  the  work  may  now  be  said  to  be  under 
firm  control.  There  were  no  caravan  dwellers  at  Bentley  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

May  I  again  pay  tribute  to  the  continued  support  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  chief  officials,  and  my  colleagues  in  the 
Health  Department,  to  whom  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  STANSBURY,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I., 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


30th  May,  1938. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYIST 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  on  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  and 
the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 
224  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  during  the  year  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  All  the  samples  were 
submitted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

117  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 
107  samples  were  purchased  with  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales,  the  Boroughs  and  Walsall. 


Year  No.  of  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  analysed  per  1,000  of  population 


England  and  Wales 

Boroughs 

Walsall 

1932 

3.45 

Average  .  .  4.34 

2.00 

1933 

3.46 

.  .  4.37 

2.10 

1934 

3.52 

.  .  4.37 

2.10 

1935 

3.60 

.  .  3.35 

2.29 

1936 

3.67 

.  .  3.47 

2.18 

1937 

Not  available 

Not  available 

2.10 
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Table  A  gives  particulars  of  the  224  samples. 

Table  A 


Description 

Number 

Analysed 

Number 

Adulterated 

Milk . 

122 

7 

Butter 

31 

— 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Lard  .  . 

2 

— 

Lard  Substitute 

1 

— 

Strawberry  Jelly 

1 

— 

Jam . 

3 

— 

Marmalade  .  . 

1 

— 

Honey 

2 

— 

Catsup 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

Mixed  Spice  .  . 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

— 

Ground  Almonds  .  .  .  .  .  .  >  . 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil 

2 

— 

Dried  Fruit  .  . 

12 

— 

Syrup 

1 

_ 

Candied  Peel.  . 

3 

— 

Glace  Cherries 

5 

— 

Pepper 

2 

— 

Cinnamon 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

Mixed  Pickles 

3 

— 

Sausages 

2 

— 

Tapioca 

1 

— 

Sago  .  . 

2 

— 

Demerara  Sugar 

1 

— 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 

1 

— 

Anchovette  Fish  Paste 

1 

— 

Sauce 

1 

_ 

Curry  Powder 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

Violet  Harmless  Colouring 

1 

Apple  Green  Harmless  Colouring 

1 

— 

Tea 

3 

— 

Condensed  Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed  Milk  .  . 

2 

_ 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  Unsweetened 

2 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  Sweetened 

1 

Sardines 

1 
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3.12%  of  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of 
I  adulteration  for  1936,  1935,  1934  and  1933  were  1.72,  2.11,  5.65  and 
[  3.10  respectively. 

MILK 

122  samples,  107  formal  and  15  informal,  were  submitted,  of  which 
7,  equivalent  to  5.73%,  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adultera¬ 
tion  for  1936,  1935,  1934  and  1933  were  3.88,  5.00,  10.89  and  4.65 
:  respectively. 

The  average  composition  of  the  122  samples  was  as  follows  : — 

Solids  not  Fat  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  8.90 

Fat  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  3.51 

Total  Solids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12.41 

Table  B  gives  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples  : — 


Table  B 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

1 

3.33%  Deficiency  of  Fat. 

2 

8.33% 

3 

8.33% 

4 

5.00% 

5 

6.66% 

59 

3  33°/ 

/o  >> 

160 

4.35%  Added  Water. 

• 

JAM 

3  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine.  Table  C  gives  the 
amounts  of  preservative  present. 


Table  C 


Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  Million 

25 

12.80 

75 

12.80 

208 

19.02 

172 


DRIED  FRUIT 

12  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine.  11  samples  con 
tained  preservative.  Table  D  gives  the  amounts  of  preservative  presenl 

Table  D 


Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  Million 

34 

115.20 

37 

12.80 

133 

272.00 

140 

297.00 

142 

500.00 

166 

19.20 
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6.40 

179 

137.60 

181 

16.00 

197 

25.60 

205 

57.60 

MIXED  PICKLES 

3  samples  were  submitted.  The  samples  were  genuine  and  con 
tained  no  preservative. 

MARGARINE 

One  sample  was  submitted.  The  sample  was  genuine  and  con 
tained  no  preservative. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 
Under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926,  6  samples  wen 


submitted  as  follows  : — 

Bone  Meal  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Universal  Fertilizer  .  .  .  .  1 

Sharpes  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bran  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

A.l  Laying  Meal  .  .  .  .  1 


All  samples  conformed  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

CONCLUSION 

Walsall’s  Food  Supply  for  the  past  year  was  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  FRANK  E.  THOMPSON,  A.R.C.Sc.  (Lond.),  F.I.C. 

Public  Analyst. 
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